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Chairman’s Message 

 
Hi to all Members, 

 

It seems like only yesterday that we were giving out 

Trophies at our most successful Awards Night yet, on 

Wednesday 12 December 2012. Check out some 

amazing photos of this fantastic event in this 

eNewsletter, edited by our hard working Vice 

Chairman Alan Gilmour. 

 

The very next day an ASA Regional Coordinator 

Special Meeting was held, with the Board and lots of 

our RCs in attendance. It was a great afternoon, with 

the RCs contributing lots of vital information on the 

Wax Lyrical Events they hold in their areas, and 

providing the Board with many tips and suggestions 

regarding how the Wax Lyricals could further benefit 

our Members. On behalf of the Board, I would like to 

thank all RCs for their dedication to the ASA cause, 

including their enthusiasm and determination to make the Regional Events the best 

they can be. 

 

By the way, the ASA still needs more Regional Coordinators, so if you think you 

would like to join our ever increasing band, please contact our Manager Of Regional 

Coordinators, Director Ben Patis. Ben’s contact details are given towards the end of 

this eNewsletter.      

 

However, because the Awards Evening was held so late (by necessity) last year, your 

Board is already starting to prepare for the ASA Song Contest 2013. We are looking 

forward to hearing some incredible new music from experienced performers, as well 

as lots of exciting offerings contributed by first up entrants. Just remember, the ASA 

runs the biggest Song Contest in Australia, with more and more wonderful prizes 

added every year through our wonderful Sponsors. Look out for commencement 

dates, coming soon on the ASA Web Site. 

 

In the meantime, feast your eyes on this eNewsletter, with many stories, interviews 

and information, as well as photos to whet your whistle.  

 

Don’t forget, if you are a Songwriter you should belong to the ASA. See you at the 

Wax Lyricals. 

 

Denny Burgess 

 

Editor’s Message  
 

The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and 

readers of the magazine.  If you have anything that you would like to say about 

yourself, other songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, 

simply send your contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au. 

 

Alan Gilmour 
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More from the 2012 National 

Songwriting Awards 
 

The photos from the 2012 National 

Songwriting Awards are now progressively 

being uploaded to the ASA website.   

 

For everyone who asked to see some more 

photos from the night in the magazine, here 

they are…. 
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Kerryann McKittrick: 2012 Winner of the Rock/Indie Category 

 

 
 
Photo: Kerryann McKittrick receiving her Award at the 2012 National Songwriting Awards 

 

Kerryann McKittrick (aka KAM) is a Newcastle NSW based singer/ songwriter who has 

taken out 1st Place in the Rock/Indie Category of the 2012 Australian Songwriting 

Contest with her song “Little Joy”. 

 

KAM started piano when she was 6 and started singing in public “as opposed to 

singing in front of my bedroom mirror with my hairbrush” when she was about 15.  

 

“My parents then allowed me to start singing lessons when I was in Year 11 as a 

reward for good results in my AMEB piano examinations that year, but I had to give 

up Oboe, as the reeds where too expensive!” 

 

“I started writing songs in my teens, recording my first song when I was about 23. I 

followed that up with some experience co‐writing and recording call sign jingles for a 

local community Radio station.” 

 

“My First experience of entering a songwriting competition was in 2000 when I won a 

Local Council Australia Day songwriting competition. My debut release EP 'Flowers of 

the Heart' consisted of 5 tracks which were all composed by me. My follow up release 

in 2011 included a self‐composed Christmas song.”  

 

“I have entered 6 songs in the Australian Songwriting Contests over the past few 

years, with all songs being Shortlisted and/or making it to the Top 25. Last year, 

2012, I took out first place in the Indie/Rock Category and came 7th in the Spiritual 

category with my song “Little Joy”.   
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“I have written songs for 

years and years.  But never 

knew what to do with them 

and was not confident to 

promote them or myself. 

So I fell into the trap of 

trying to write and even 

arrange songs the way I 

thought people would 

approve of.  I was actually 

doing the same with my 

singing.  But that made me 

never good enough 

because everyone has a 

different opinion of what's 

right and good.” 

 

“In the past few years I 

have finally become more 

self-confident and have 

given up trying to have 

people approve of me, my 

singing and my music.  So 

I am writing, arranging and 

singing how I hear things in 

my creative 

imagination....and wouldn't 

you know it, I have had 

more success with my 

music in the last few years 

than ever before!” 

 

“I want people to be able to 

feel the joy and connection 

that I feel to my music. 
 

Photo: KAM performing her winning song Little Joy at The National Songwriting Awards 

 

“And just a side note.....whilst I may not be writing/singing for anyone’s approval, 

it's still gratifying when people like what you do and it is recognised and 

appreciated.”  

 

In her career to date KAM has had the privilege of working alongside some 

exceptional musicians such as Marty Worrall, Phil Tweed, Kenny Marks and Steve 

Grace, having performed to large audiences both here and overseas.  

  

“I am a trained high school teacher (teaching Music and Chinese), however I 

resigned my teaching position for this year (2012) so that I could focus back on my 

music (performing and songwriting). I am working on my own home recording set 

up, but will head back into the studio to complete another album as soon as funds 

allow.”  
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Photo: More of KAM performing at the 2012 National Songwriting Awards 

 

“From a performance perspective, I am a worship leader at my Church and will travel 

to other Churches to lead worship and perform in their services when invited. I am 

looking to book my own gigs for this year, and have already booked into a festival in 

Lake Macquarie for Easter with some work with the Samaritans in the pipe line.  

 

“I perform in Christmas carol events every year, with my regular two being Carols at 

the Garden (Hunter Valley Gardens: 8,000‐10,000 attend) and Carols in the City 

(Maitland). I have AMEB 8th grade piano, 5th grade theory and 7th grade classical 

vocal as well as levels in AMEB contemporary vocal. I play some guitar and 

percussion. I plan on improving my musical skills through practice in 2013.” 

 

“I love the various emotions of songs and music. I love the release it brings to me 

and the freedom it brings to others. When I stop singing I lose myself. When I feel I 

can't sing, I’m already lost”.  

 

Having set aside daytime work to focus on performance and songwriting, Kam is 

looking forward to hooking into 2013! 

 

“Yesterday I wrote my first song for 2013. I would like to be able to write songs and 

hear other people bring them to life. I would also love to have my own recordings of 

my own songs used in media. To be able to adequately compose songs that bring to 

life the heart of a topic, whilst sparking the interest and emotions of the listener.” 

 

Well said KAM. 
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James Cunnack: 2012 Winner of the Lyrics Category 
 

 
Photo: James Cunnack receiving his Award and Trophy at 2012 The National Songwriting 
Awards Night 

 

James Cunnack is the 2012 winner of the Lyrics Category for his lyrics entitled 

“Incomplete”.   

  

Here is the story of James in his own words: 

 

“As far as my background is concerned, I have always been writing in some capacity, 

but started writing lyrics 5 years ago. 

  

I was an advertising copywriter for a long time, hit the skids in my life around 30 

years of age, and had a bit of a torrid time for some years.  I am now 41 and have 

my own business trading in the futures market, I have a line of greeting cards 

coming out, a children's book/song, and I am working on a novel and a film script. 

  

My approach to songwriting is I can’t force it, songs come to me in the strangest 

places, and I have long bouts of un-creativity followed by glorious moments of manic 

ideas. 

  

The thing I love most about writing songs is that I get to mess with the English 

language. One can put words into places that they wouldn't fit in a "normal 

conversation". 

 

My father is an Oxford major in English, and is forever complaining about the loss of 

grammar in our society. Put simply, I like to f--k with words, re-invent them. 
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I guess my lyrics are also often 

quite feminine. I don't know where 

that comes from but many of my 

songs would fit a young female 

vocalist. 

  

However I do not have a genre per 

se, I have love songs, hate songs, 

story songs, screw you songs, I 

seem to have drawn upon a wide 

range of experiences I guess. 

  

If there is one piece of advice I can 

give, it's to edit edit edit. One word 

can change a whole song. 

  

I can’t sing a note, nor spell, or play 

an instrument. Most of my songs I 

do have a distinctive melody in my 

head. 

 

I entered the Australian Songwriting 

Contest for the first time in 2012 in 

order to find collaborators. This 

hasn't happened yet, so perhaps 

your article will help in that 

endeavour. 

  

 

I would like to thank Clare and Denny Burgess for all the tireless, altruistic help they 

gave me. 

  

Lastly, the winning song I wrote (Incomplete) is the least favourite of mine. Funny 

world, huh?” 

  

And what is the future for James? “I am looking for my stuff to be recorded, 

otherwise, it’s just well, my stuff. I entered the Australian Songwriting Contest so I 

could find musos to work with, still looking!  

 

As for chart success, well I guess that's validation. I'm also a big one for leaving 

some sort of legacy, and if nobody hears anything I write I may as well be an oak in 

the Forest.  

 

Now, send me an Angel……….” 

 

Editor’s Note: We have included James’ contact details later in the magazine in 

Members News and Information for anyone who may wish to contact him about 

collaborating on some songs. 
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The Bostocks: 2012 Winners of the Open Category 

 

 
 
Photo: The Bostocks (Left to Right): Robbie Bostock, Brendan Bostock, Rachel Bostock and 
Sara Bostock Austin) at the 2012 National Songwriting Awards 

 
The Bostocks are the winners of the 2012 Open Category with their song Another 

Lifetime. The Bostocks are Robbie Bostock (guitar/vox), Brendan Bostock 

(drums/vox), Rachel Bostock (fiddle/vox) and Sara Bostock Austin (bass guitar/vox).   

 

The band wowed the audience at the 2012 National Songwriting Awards with their 

rendition of their award winning song Another Lifetime.  

 

Hailing from The Gold Coast in Queensland this band of talented siblings began their 

musical journey at tender ages, performing at pubs, clubs and talent shows 

throughout Queensland and New South Wales. Growing up in a strong musical 

environment, The Bostocks have always enjoyed making music together well over a 

decade on. 

 

In 1998 the group attended the Tamworth Country Music Festival for the first time 

and have been going back ever since to perform. 

 

Some highlight concerts that The Bostocks have performed at include The Gympie 

Music Muster, The Port Fairy Folk Festival, The Mt Isa Rodeo, The Tauranga Food and 

Wine Festival in New Zealand, and The Stars Under The Stars Concert also in New 

Zealand which saw them perform to an audience in its thousands. 
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Photos (Left to Right): Rachel, Robbie and Sarah from The Bostocks on stage performing their 
winning song “Another Lifetime” at the 2012 National Songwriting Awards 

 

2011 saw the band being nominated for two Golden Guitar Awards: Group or Duo of 

the Year for “Not By A Long Shot” and Instrumental of the Year for “Run and Hide”. 

They took out Instrumental of The Year at the Queensland Country Music Awards and 

also picked up a Golden Fiddle Award for Best Band at the Golden Fiddle Awards. 

 

They have also supported INXS, Jimmy Barnes and the legendary Stevie Wright. 

 
2012 marks the 15th anniversary for this multi-award winning group who are already 

young veterans of the industry and are fast becoming a favourite Australian touring 

act.   

 

 
 

And we’ll give them a plug: There’s a new album coming out soon! 
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ASA History Part 1: In Search of Rudy Brandsma 

 
Photos: Rudy Brandsma (left) 
with fellow members of The New 
Chord Trio, Lisa Ryan-McLaughlin 
and Bob Ryan in 1966.   
 
The photos are video stills from a 
popular ABC Television show 
from the era Dig We Must which 
was hosted by Bobby Bright and 
Lawrie Allen.   
 
The video stills are from an 
episode of the show that went to 
air on 21 December 1966. The 
episode also featured some other 
well known acts from the time 
including Ronnie Burns, Bobby 
and Lawrie, Tony Barber, The 
Rondells, Ray Hoff, The 
Creations, Judy Jaques, Idris 

Jones, The Beat Girls and Bev 
Harrell. 
 
In those days, The New Chord 
Trio was a very popular 
Australian group following 
numerous appearances on 
National TV, particularly The 
Jimmy Hannon Show and 
Bandstand.  
 
Sadly both Rudy Brandsma and 
Bob Ryan are no longer with us, 
but Lisa is still going strong.  
 
After a long singing recording 
and television career she has 
recently retired from lecturing in 
jazz voice at the Queensland 
Conservatorium but still records 
and performs at jazz festivals. 
 
Lisa has kindly provided us with 
some additional information on 
Rudy and The New Chord Trio 
which will be featured in this and 
upcoming editions of The 
Australian Songwriter. 
 
On the next few pages we have 
re-published an article on Rudy 
which was originally published in 
The Australian Songwriter in 
1983 following his untimely 
death on 19 August 1983.  
 

 
-0- 
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Rudy Brandsma was one of the founding members of the ASA back in 1979 and 

became its second Chairman in 1980.  Rudy sadly passed away in 1983 at the age of 

39 and The Rudy Brandsma Award was established in 1985 to honour the 

memory of his great contribution the ASA. 

 

Rudy was born in Holland in 1944 and came to Australia as part of post-war 

immigration from war-ravaged Europe.  He became a recording engineer, performer, 

singer and songwriter whilst living in Melbourne. 

 

We thought that we would go back searching through the ASA vaults to see what we 

could find on Rudy, and with the help of some very knowledgable people we have 

discovered a lot about this well loved and greatly admired man.  Many thanks to 

Marie Murphy, Helen Lugg, Lilly Mitchelson, Ray Martin, Richard Trembath, 

Russell Zimmer, Jim Shomos, David Seddon, Lisa Ryan-McLaughlin and  

Larry Kean for their assistance in providing information for this and upcoming 

articles. 

 

Stepping back in history, the ASA was formed on 22 July 1979, when a group of 

songwriters headed by Tom Louch gathered in Melbourne to set up the organization.  

They soon realized the need for someone with some industry expertise and invited 

Rudy Brandsma to attend the second meeting later in 1979. Rudy’s expertise proved 

invaluable and he immediately began assisting the ASA members of the time with 

their songwriting and recording needs. In 1980 took over as the ASA Chairman when 

Tom Louch resigned due to business commitments. 

 

We thought that we’d start this series by republishing an article which was originally 

published in The Australian Songwriter in 1983 following Rudy’s early passing.  This 

is followed by a poetic tribute to Rudy written by the ASA’s first Chairman Tom 

Louch.  

 

-0- 

 

“Spring in Holland is the most beautiful time of year, for in many areas, as far as the 

eye can see, the famous tulip farms are coming into bloom.  Among the greenery of 

the carefully managed fields, a rainbow of colours brilliantly displays itself.  As the 

old windmills gently turn, the little villages are alive with festivals celebrating the 

coming harvest. 

 

The spring of 1944 however was a more solemn time. The Second World War was 

raging in its fifth year and many parts of Europe were in ruins. The world waited for 

peace. That spring brought a ray of sunshine to one particular family though, in the 

town of Andhooven, for on the 13th May 1944, Rudy Brandsma was born. 

 

Eight years later with the war well over, Europe’s economy was a mess.  Many 

families looked for an alternative to the hardships they were encountering. Some 

were prepared to start a completely new life in a more fortunate country if 

necessary.  The Brandsma family was one of these.  Family and friends linked for 

generations made their sad farewells and watched the huge ocean liner filled with 

migrants leave the shores of the motherland. Its destination- Australia. 
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Photo: The New Chord Trio performing for the Australia troops in Vietnam in 1966.  From Left 
to Right: Bob Ryan, Lisa Ryan-McLaughlin and Rudy Brandsma. 
 

Rudy grew up in our country in a way familiar to so many of our population. A new 

language to learn, a different climate- a totally removed way of life to that which 

they had known. This was no doubt made all the more confusing by his parents who 

wished to cling to the old traditions where they could.  It was an environment which 

developed in him a certain discipline and willpower. This quality was to help him so 

much in later years. 

 

At 19 years of age, Rudy sought a career and not surprisingly chose Art and Craft 

teaching. His ability in this field earned him a position in Teachers College as a tutor. 

 

Meanwhile Australia was awakening to the world of television and entertainment in 

the form of performing variety shows which became very popular. While helping 

young teachers at the college, Rudy became fascinated with the developing music of 

the day and decided to start taking classical guitar lessons. It was the only form of 

guitar tuition readily available then.  He became a competent guitarist and in the 

early 1960s formed a band with two other young men. They called themselves The 

New Chord Trio. 

 

At the time live acts were finding themselves in great demand both in live audience 

performances and in television. These television variety shows required a strong line 

of talented performers and many new acts quickly found fame, playing singing and 

dancing the relatively sophisticated pop of that era. 
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Photo: Lisa Ryan-McLaughlin, former member of The 
New Chord Trio. Lisa has made literally hundreds of 
appearances on national television and has performed 
all over the world as a jazz vocalist and at concerts and 
festivals in Australia with the likes of Don Burrows, 
Ricky May, Judy Bailey, Brian May, Chuck Yates, Ed 
Wilson and Trudy Kerr. In the 1970s, Lisa became 
involved in television production and music theatre and 
ran a successful teaching studio.  
 
Lisa was also invited to become a faculty member of 
Southern Cross University lecturing in Contemporary 
Voice, a position she held for four years before moving 
to Warner Village Theme Parks to work as a vocal 
coach. Lisa is a successful composer, arranger and 
pianist, and has recorded many albums as a jazz 
vocalist. She won the award for Best Jazz Vocalist at 
the Gold Coast Music Awards and was featured in the 
book 'Singing and Teaching in Music Theatre' by 
renowned American author Joan Melton. Lisa holds a 
Masters degree in music and has taught at Queensland 
Conservatorium for 12 years. 

 

The Beatles hadn’t yet arrived and the stage was being set with the formal 

introductions for the music revolution. Rudy’s band quickly gained success and the 

performing work developed into several nights a week. They were asked to appear 

on the Jimmy Hannan Show and soon became a regular part of it, performing to 

huge city audiences. Rudy found himself arranging music for television acts as well 

as for his own band. A lineup change brought a female singer into the band and this 

new attraction led The New Chord Trio to perform for the troops in a trip to Vietnam. 

 

Rudy’s life was now a hectic one, demanding all his resources to stay on top of it. As 

well as teaching art and craft at the college on the normal five day a week basis, he 

was performing six nights a week as a musician on television and live shows. Rudy 

was also supporting a wife and two young children. 

 

Most people would be satisfied with this success story and perhaps would aim to slow 

down to a more relaxed pace, but by now Rudy had discovered a great ambition to 

be successful in all forms of musical expression. With this force driving him on, he 

set about building a recording studio in his backyard.  It was through this that he 

hoped to realize the chance to develop his own music, composing and producing. 

 

At last the pressure became too much and Rudy made the decision to give up 

teaching and work full time from his studio.  It was a success from the start.  Many 

musicians came to hear about the facility and Rudy’s arranging talents were 

becoming widely known.  By word of mouth a great demand grew up.  Rudy now had 

the time to teach himself piano, trumpet, bass guitar, synthesizer and many other 

instruments. He could play practically anything and this broad cross section of skills 

led him to start writing songs for publishing as well as for other lyricists.  Finally after 

many successful years The New Chord Trio disbanded and Rudy formed a new band.  

It was called Shady Deal and featured Rudy, Simon Kirsch, Larry Kean and Grantley 

Dee, the popular Disc Jockey/Singer. 

 

Grantley was a blind performer and through him, Rudy spent time teaching music to 

classes of blind people. As time went on, the band had several lineup changes and 

played for concerts, tours and hotel appearances. This continued for seven years. 

With his recording work, Rudy became a master of many kinds of music, including 
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Photo: Vocalist from Shady Deal Grantley Dee (1946-
2005).  Grantley (real name Grantley De Zoete) was a 
well-known and popular presenter on Melbourne 
radio station 3AK and he is especially notable for 
being the first visually-impaired pop DJ on Australian 
radio. He was also a popular singer who recorded a 
string of singles for EMI between 1966 and 1968 and 
regularly also performed live during the late Sixties 
and into the early Seventies.  
 

American, Country, Old Australian Folk, Pop 

and Classical. He successfully recorded albums 

for Lee Conway which went on to become gold 

sellers. Many other well known artists found 

success working with Rudy. 

 

Around this time, The Australian 

Songwriters Association was formed. In 

1980 Rudy was elected President. Much 

expertise and experience was imparted to 

members by Rudy and he was able to arrange 

for contacts in the industry to come and speak 

and give advice at our meetings. Rudy met fellow songwriter Mandy and together 

they began writing many songs. These were all recorded and created special interest 

in the industry. So much so that the need to get these songs off the ground became 

a new priority for Rudy and the band. By this time Mandy had joined Shady Deal and 

was a very important part of Rudy’s life. Meanwhile, the studio was booked to 

capacity.  Somehow amidst this effort, Rudy found himself in demand writing a great 

deal of music for film and television. 

 

The band had changed its name to Debut and with this new image managed to give 

a performance on the national pop show Countdown, followed soon after by Conway 

Country.  Then the news they had all been waiting for came through- a single was 

released in Sweden and at the time an album of the band’s original material was 

released in Hong Kong. Such was the far reaching development of the band’s 

success. 

 

And there for Rudy the story so tragically ends.  

 

We cannot begin to understand why a brilliant career should so unjustly be 

interrupted like this, for it seems that every musical seed he sowed was about to 

ripen.  Although Rudy cannot benefit now from the harvest, all of us will hear his 

music, as it will be promoted in the future. 

 

Perhaps this is not the end, but only the beginning…………“ 

 

-0- 

 

Rest easy Rudy, sleep in peace my friend, 

The track that you were playing has now come to an end, 

Your studio is quiet, you’ve written your last score, 

So rest easy Rudy, in peace for evermore. 

 

Tom Louch 

1983 
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Shanghai Taxis 
 

 
 
The opening act at the 2012 National Songwriting Awards Night was a group of 

young songsters from Sydney’s Inner West who go by the name of Shanghai Taxis.   

 

Formed in 2010 by schoolmates from Newtown in Sydney, The Shanghai Taxis are: 

Milan Monk: Vocals, Alex Jasprizza: Tenor Sax, Zachary Karpinellison: Trombone, 

Fabian Caley: Trumpet, Will Sandstrom: Bass, Tom Ford: Guitar, Ben Schmiga: 

Keyboards and Synth and Johnny Sandstrom: Drums.  

 

Shanghai Taxis are an eight piece group who play a contemporary, eclectic mix of 

Funk, Latin, Soul, Dance, Reggae and Jazz music.  

 

They have been inspired by great artists such as Sly and The Family Stone, James 

Brown, Miles Davis, Jimi Hendrix, Bob Marley, Robert Glasper, Jamiroquai and John 

Coltrane.  

 

Through their eclectic mix of genres, old and new, Shanghai Taxis create an original 

sound with original compositions that will bring any audience to their feet. 

 

The Shanghai Taxis have played many gigs in and around Sydney: The Newtown 

Festival, The Gaelic Club, Marrickville Festival, The Chatswood Concourse, The Valve 

Bar, Dulwich Hill Festival, Erko Bezerko Festival, Youthrock and The National Folk 

Festival in Canberra.  They have taken out 1st place in the Vibrations band comp and 

1st place in the Fort Street Battle of the Bands. 

 

We are assured that despite their name, the band does not contain any taxi drivers 

of Chinese descent! 
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Behind The Scenes At The 2012 National Songwriting Awards 
 

Each year a huge team of people gets together at The Wests Ashfield Club in Sydney 

to put on the National Songwriting Awards Night:  Event Managers, Audio and Video 

guys and gals, presenters, interviewers and catering staff.  The show could not go on 

without them and we thank them for their great behind-the-scenes and upfront 

work. 

 

Here is a pictorial thank you to those involved. 
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Sponsors Profiles 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Everyone in the music business should know the name Sennheiser.  The company 

manufactures and distributes a wide range of microphones, headphones and 

headsets for personal, concert and studio use.  Its range of microphones includes 

vocal mics, instrumental mics, wired mics and wireless mics.  The range of 

headphones includes headphones for personal and studio use.  The range of 

headsets comes with built-in microphones for vocal transmission and receipt for 

telephony and venue communication. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

The National Film and Sound Archive in Canberra is the archival repository for all of 

Australia’s major film and sound recordings.  The national audiovisual collection 

holds more than 1.9 million works. 

 

The collection includes films, television and radio programs, videos, audio tapes, 

records, compact discs, phonograph cylinders and wire recordings. It also 

encompasses documents and artefacts such as photographs, posters, lobby cards, 

publicity items, scripts, costumes, props, memorabilia, oral histories, and vintage 

equipment. 

 

The NFSA aims to develop a collection that has enduring cultural significance.  

 

The ASA archives the Top 10 songs in each year’s Australian Songwriting Contest at 

the NFSA, so you might be there already! 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Wests Tigers is known to most Sydney-siders as one of the teams in the National 

Rugby League (NRL) competition.  In association with The Wests Ashfield Club, 

Wests Tigers provide valuable support to the ASA for which the ASA is very grateful. 

 

http://www.nfsa.gov.au/collection/national-collection
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Members News and Information 
 

 
 

1. The Annandale Hotel Sydney: Another One Bites The Dust 

 

Here at The Australian Songwriter we are really becoming very tired of having to tell 

our readers the bad news about the demise of various music retailers, music festivals 

and music venues.  It’s sometimes difficult to figure out the reasons why, given that 

the Australian economy remains so buoyant.     

 

But anyway here we go again: Sydney's iconic Annandale Hotel went into 

receivership on 11 February 2013, and the future of the live music venue is 

uncertain. 

 

"This is a real wake-up call to everyone who supports live music, that governments 

need to get their act into gear and do something to revive the industry before it's too 

late," Leichhardt Mayor Darcy Byrne said. 

 

"So many Australian artists have had their start playing at the Annandale; its loss 

would be a body blow to young performers across Sydney." 

 

The Annandale was built in the 1930s and became a live music venue in the early 

1980s. It has hosted hundreds of artists including Jet, the Living End, the Dandy 

Warhols, the Hoodoo Gurus, The Vines and Sarah Blasko. 

 

In 1998, new owners replaced the bands with poker machines. That was 

unsuccessful and when the Rule brothers, Matthew and Daniel, bought the hotel in 

2000, they reinstated live music and scaled back the number of pokies to nine. 
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But the hotel continued to be crippled by mounting costs. On the verge of closure in 

late 2011, the hotel launched a 'Buy-A-Brick' plan, which allowed fans to buy a stake 

in the venue. It raised more than $50,000. 

 

In recent years, the Annandale Hotel owners also had been locked in a lengthy 

dispute with Leichardt Municipal Council over late-night trading. 

 

The Land and Environment Court eventually found in favour of the Annandale, but 

Matt Rule said the legal battle, which was driven by noise complaints from a small 

group of residents, cost the hotel more than $250,000. 

 

Relations with the council had improved dramatically, he said, but the episode 

almost put them out of business. 

 

Cr Byrne, who has been an outspoken supporter of the hotel and live music, said he 

wanted "rock-and-roll not residential development". 

 

The Annandale’s financial problems come after the stalwart pub and rock venue the 

Sandringham Hotel in Newtown went into receivership last year, and Cr Byrne said 

that the difficulties experienced by both venues was evidence that the live music 

scene must be resuscitated. 

 

2. Jacksons Rare Guitars (RIP) suffers a similar fate 

 

 
 

Photo: Steve Jackson at Sydney’s favourite guitar store, the former Jacksons Rare Guitars in 

Annandale NSW 

 

Just up Parramatta Road from The Annandale Hotel and not far from the former Billy 

Hydes Store, used to sit Sydney’s favourite guitar store, Jacksons Rare Guitars.  Not 

any more. It too has gone into Administration. 
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Established in 1988 by guitar enthusiast Steve Jackson, Jacksons Rare Guitars 

offered the best in vintage guitars from great names such as Gibson, Fender, 

Rickenbacker and Epiphone.  It was a Mecca for serious guitar lovers and investors 

and a cool destination for anyone just wanting to look at guitars they envied but 

could never afford.   

 

Steve Jackson sold guitars to the stars:  George Harrison, Metallica, Slash and Keith 

Urban.  The walls were adorned with rock 'n ' roll perfection.  It was a place for fans 

and musicians alike to escape the noise of Parramatta Road, Annandale, in Sydney's 

Inner West, and enter the world of guitar rock gods. 

 

For those who had consigned guitars -100 clients with close to $850,000 of the stock 

- the experience has highlighted the potential pitfalls of a new law which, until now, 

many did not know existed. 

 

The Personal Properties Securities Act, which came into effect on January 30, 

requires the owners of consigned goods to lodge their details with an electronic 

register - called the Personal Property Securities Register - that can be searched by 

potential buyers. 

 

Anyone selling personal property on consignment - not just guitarists - must register 

if they want to avoid the risk of losing a security interest in their goods should the 

company selling their items collapse. "Personal property" can include possessions 

such as cars, boats, caravans, furniture and machinery - almost anything except land 

and buildings. 

 

Before the act was passed, consignment notes were used to prove ownership.  

 

Steve Jackson, the owner of Jacksons, told the first meeting of creditors, held on 

November 28, that he had done everything he could to stop the shop going under. 

"It is not easy, after 30 years of building the business to such heights, to watch it 

deteriorate. 

 

''I did my best to try and save the store but I couldn't, and for this I offer my sincere 

apologies," he said 

 

The Administrator, Jamieson Louttit & Associates, said Mr Jackson had signed an 

enforceable undertaking pledging to sell his collection of 10 vintage cars as partial 

repayment of the debt owed to creditors. 

 

According to the Administrator's report, the Administrator has raised concerns that 

Jacksons may have been trading while insolvent "as early as June 2010". 

 

Jacksons had been operating since 1988, and started selling guitars online about 

1995. 
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3. Brisbane QLD: Hugh Brown’s first ASA Wax Lyrical kicks off 

 

The first of Hugh Brown’s Wax Lyrical open-mic nights kicked off at The Alhambra 

Lounge in Brisbane on 19 February.  Hugh has set up a Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/ASABrisbane so the performers can keep in touch. 

 

 

4. Newcastle NSW: Chris Whitington’s first ASA Wax Lyricals kick off 
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ASA Regional Co-Ordinator Chris Whitington kicked off his 2013 Newcastle NSW Wax 

Lyrical open-mic nights at The Great Northern Hotel in Newcastle.   

 

Wax Lyrical Newcastle will be held on the third Thursday of the month at 7.30 pm.  

Chris has created a Facebook page to keep everyone up to date at 

https://www.facebook.com/WaxLyricalNewcastle.  Next dates are: 
 

March 21 2013 

April 18 2013 

May 16 2013 

June 20 2013 

July 18 2013 

August 15 2013 

 

5. Gotye Wins Three Grammies 

 

Photo: Gotye at the 2013 

Grammy Awards with vocalist 

Kimbra 

 

As you would all know by 

now, Aussie singer Wally de 

Backer (aka Gotye) won 3 

Grammies at the 2013 

Awards Ceremony. New 

Zealand singer Kimbra also 

won a Grammy for her vocal 

contribution to Somebody 

That I Used To Know. 

 

Goyte won: 

 

 Best Alternative Album for Making Mirrors;  

 Best Pop Duo/Performance (with Kimbra) for his global monster hit 

Somebody That I Used to Know;  

 Record of the Year for Somebody That I Used to Know. 

We mention this because it is the first time that an Aussie has won Record Of The 

Year since Olivia Newton John way back in 1975 for her hit I Honestly Love You. 

“I'm grateful to everyone at home for their constant support,” said Gotye. “It's been 

amazing and I don't take it for granted. A little bit lost for words, to receive an award 

from the man standing behind us with the cane. Many years listening to this man 

(Prince)'s music growing up and a big reason I was inspired to make music. Thank 

you.” 

“I'm particularly pleased that my album Making Mirrors has been acknowledged as 

well as the single,” he said. “Hopefully this means there's a place for adventurous, 

interesting music out there and for completely silly music too!” 
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Somebody That I Used To Know has sold more than 13 million copies worldwide, was 

No.1 in 18 countries and in the key US market it was was the biggest selling single in 

2012. It sat on top of Billboard's Hot 100 in the US for eight straight weeks. 

“I recorded it mostly in a barn on my dad's block of land southeast of Melbourne, 

Australia, so I have to thank Dad and my Mum for setting up a lot of weird 

equipment in a barn near their house,” the 32-year-old told the awards audience. 

Kimbra added: “I obviously have one major person to thank and that is Gotye, Wally 

De Backer, for having me be part of this incredible song and this incredible journey.”  

6. Songwriters Meeting Point 

We receive a lot of requests from 

songwriters seeking co-writers, 

collaborators, vocalists, musicians etc. to 

help them with their craft.   

 

If you are one of these, simply send your 

details to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au 

and we’ll publish them in this section. 

 

This is a free service to ASA members but 

the ASA accepts no responsibility for 

outcomes (except of course if you 

produce a great song, then we’ll gladly 

take some of the credit!). 

 
 From the profile earlier in the magazine, you will be aware that James 

Cunnack is a lyricist who is seeking composers to help set his lyrics to music 

and for the resulting songs to be recorded.  If you can help, James can be 

contacted at jamescunnack@yahoo.com.au. 

 

 Ryan Kestle is a composer for Film and Television and is looking for 

opportunities for placement of his music in film and television as well as for 

the composition of new music for specific projects.  Please contact Ryan at 

ryan@4seasonshomeinsulation.com.au if you can assist. 

 

 John Martin has composed and recorded a song called Wings In Heaven in 

tribute to the young female firefighter who lost her life last month in the 

Victorian bushfires when a tree fell on her emergency vehicle. John asks “I 

would really love it if someone could help get this song to generate money to 

help people and communities devastated by bush fires.”  If anybody can help 

John, please contact him at josuma@bigpond.com. 

 

 Wayne Adam was a Top 10 finalist in the Lyrics Category of the 2011 

Australian Songwriting Contest with “Love Bird”.  Wayne has set his lyrics to 

music and has a demo track which he would like professionally recorded and 

released.  He has since written two more sets of lyrics: “Fly” and “Bipolar 

Train” which he would like to have set to music.  If you can help Wayne 

please contact us at australiansongwritersassoc@gmail.com. 
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Festivals Roundup 
 
1 March 2013  Soundwave – Melbourne   Melbourne VIC 
1 March 2013  Nannup Music Festival   Nannup WA 
1 March 2013  Adelaide Festival    Adelaide SA 
2 March 2013  Soundwave – Adelaide   Adelaide SA 
2 March 2013  Future Music – Brisbane   Doomben R’c QLD  

3 March 2013  Future Music – Perth    Arena Joondalup WA 
4 March 2013  Soundwave – Perth    Perth WA 
8 March 2013  Moomba Festival    Melbourne VIC 
8 March 2013  Port Fairy Folk Festival   Port Fairy VIC 
8 March 2013  Inverloch Jazz Festival   Inverloch, VIC 
8 March 2013  WOMADelaide     Adelaide SA 
9 March 2013  Golden Plains     Meredith VIC 

9 March 2013  Future Music – Sydney   Royal Randwick NSW 
10 March 2013  Future Music – Melbourne   Flemington VIC 

10 March 2013  Breath Of Life Festival   Launceston TAS 
11 March 2013  Push Over Festival    Myer Music Bowl VIC 
11 March 2013  Future Music – Adelaide   Bonython Park SA 
13 March 2013  Brunswick Music Festival   Brunswick VIC 

15 March 2013  CMC Rocks The Hunter   Hunter Valley NSW 
15 March 2013  Blue Mountains Music Festival  Katoomba NSW 
16 March 2013  Forth Valley Blues Festival   Forth TAS 
22 March 2013  Yackandandah Folk Festival   Yackandandah VIC 
23 March 2013  West Coast Blues N Roots Festival  Freemantle Park WA 
24 March 2013  Lake Bolac Eel Festival   Lake Bolac VIC 
27 March 2013  Melbourne Int. Comedy Festival  Melbourne VIC 

28 March 2013  Byron Bay Bluesfest    Byron Bay, NSW 
28 March 2013  National Folk Festival   Canberra ACT 
29 March 2013  Easterfest     Toowoomba QLD 
1 April 2013  Creamfields – SA    Sydney NSW 

4 April 2013  The Man From Snowy River Festival Corryong, VIC 
19 April 2013  Mount Beauty Music Muster   Mount Beauty VIC 
22 April 2013  Sydney Comedy Festival   Sydney, NSW 

24 April 2013  St Albans Folk Festival   St Albans NSW 
25 April 2013  The Gum Ball     Belford NSW 
26 April 2013  Fairbridge Festival    Pinjarra WA 
26 April 2013  Apollo Bay Music Festival   Apollo Bay VIC 
26 April 2013  Movement     Sydney NSW 
27 April 2013  Groovin The Moo – Maitland   Maitland NSW 

27 April 2013  Movement     Myer Music Bowl VIC 
28 April 2013  Groovin The Moo – Canberra   Canberra ACT 
28 April 2013  Movement     Brisbane QLD 
30 April 2013  Movement     Red Hill Aud. WA 
1 May 2013  Perth International Comedy Festival Perth WA 
3 May 2013  Generations In Jazz    Mount Gambier SA 

3 May 2013  Generations In Jazz    Mount Gambier SA 

3 May 2013  Wintermoon Festival    Eungella Nat Pk QLD 
4 May 2013  Groovin The Moo – Bendigo   Bendigo VIC 
5 May 2013  Groovin The Moo – Townsville  Townsville QLD 
11 May 2013  Groovin The Moo – Bunbury   Bunbury WA 
23 May 2013  Blues On Broadbeach    Broadbeach QLD 
25 May 2013  Bass In The Grass    Darwin NT 
31 May 2013  Denmark Festival of Voice   Denmark WA 

8 June 2013  Darling Harbour Jazz & Blues Festival Sydney NSW 
12 July 2013  Queensland Music Festival   Statewide QLD 
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The Load Out 

 
Some readers of a certain age may remember the Gibb brothers when they lived in 

Australia during the formative years of The Bee Gees in the 1950s and 1960s.   

 

Queensland’s Moreton Bay Regional Council has recently honoured The Bee Gees by 

creating a street named Bee Gees Way in Redcliffe QLD which was opened by the 

surviving member of the trio Barry Gibb on 14 February 2013. He also unveiled a life 

size statue of the band members Barry, Robin and Maurice near the foreshore where 

the Gibb Brothers swam and fished when they were young. 

 

 
 

This had us thinking about all of the other artists that have been acknowledged by 

having streets or landmarks named after them.   

 

The first wave of Rock’n’Rollers such as Elvis Presley, Jerry Lee Lewis and Carl 

Perkins have already received this honour decades ago. Likewise have 1960s icons 

The Beatles and The Rolling Stones.  However there are some more recent ones. 

 

 ACDC Lane in Melbourne Australia is named after the AC/DC rock band. 

 Joey Ramone Place in New York USA is named after The Ramones frontman. 

 Jam Master Jay from RUN-DMC has RUN-DMC JMJ Way in New York USA. 

 Shawn “JZ” Carter has Shawn “JZ” Carter Road in Kwara State Nigeria. 

 Australia’s Go-Betweens have a bridge named after them in Brisbane QLD. 

 Detroit USA has many streets named after famous Motown artists such as The 

Miracles and The Temptations. 

 AC/DC also has Calle de AC/DC named after them in Madrid Spain. 

 The Flaming Lips have Flaming Lips Alley in Oklahoma USA. 

 Dave Grohl has Dave Grohl Alley named after him in Warren Ohio USA. 

 Clash frontman Joe Strummer has Plaza de Joe Strummer in Grenada Spain. 

 Frank Zappa has Frank Zappa Strasse in Berlin Germany. 

 The band Korn has Korn Row in Bakersfield California USA. 
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Photos: from top (left to right): ACDC Lane Melbourne Australia, 
Joey Ramone Place New York USA, RUN-DMC JMJ Way New 
York USA, Shawn “Jay Z” Carter Road Kwara State Nigeria, Go 
Betweens Bridge Brisbane Australia, Miracles and Temptations 
Streets Motown USA, Calle de AC/DC Madrid Spain, Flaming Lips 
Alley Oklahoma USA, Dave Grohl Alley Warren Ohio, Plaza de 
Joe Strummer Granada Spain, Frank Zappa Strasse Berlin 
Germany and Korn Row Bakersfield California. 
 
Many of the signs have been stolen and replaced over the years. 
The Joey Ramone Place sign now sits 6 metres above the street 
due to its popularity as a target for theft. 
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Official Sponsors of the 2012 Australian Songwriting Contest 

 
The ASA would like to acknowledge the assistance of all of its sponsors for 

supporting us in our activities throughout the year.  The ASA is a not-for-profit 

association and could not undertake its activities without the assistance of its valued 

sponsors. 

 

The ASA would like to thank the many sponsors who help make the Australian 

Songwriting Contest such a great success. Particular thanks should be given to 

APRA/AMCOS who provide the major prize of $3,000 to the Songwriter Of The Year 

and also support the ASA in its other activities during the course of the year. 

 

We would encourage ASA Members to use the services of our sponsors wherever 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

              Dynamic Music 
 

                 Bachelor of Popular Music 

 

 

 

CMC Productions 
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MMS Retail 

KG International 
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About Us 

 
The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organisation dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 

Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 

accomplished members. 

 

Aims of the Association 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 

 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 

 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 

 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 

 

 To aid the professional development of members; 

 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information 

 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  

 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 

 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Awards Night. 

 

History of the ASA 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne on 22 July 1979 by businessman Tom 

Louch (1932-1998) and recording engineer Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw 

the need for an organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  

 

Today the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry.  

 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 

 
Contact Us 
  

Mail:  Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 

 

Phone/Fax: (02) 9516 4960 

 

Email:   asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 

 

Website:  www.asai.org.au 

 

http://www.asai.org.au/
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Facebook: www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 

 
Patron: 

 
Glenn A Baker 

 
Life Members: 

 
Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Marie Murphy, Russell Zimmer, Alex Bialocki, Colleen 

Zulian, Brian Henderson Ward, Kieran Roberts 

 
Directors: 

 
Denny Burgess  Chairman 

 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Financial Officer and Editor of the ASA’s 

eMagazine The Australian Songwriter 

 

Clare Burgess  Director and Secretary 

 

Ben Patis   Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 

 
Regional Co-Ordinators 

 
Trevor Shard  Melbourne VIC  trevors@asai.org.au 

 

Pete Sheen  Ballarat VIC   petes@asai.org.au 

 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 

 

Mark Ellis  Sydney NSW   marke@asai.org.au 

 

Chris Whitington Newcastle NSW   chrisw@asai.org.au 

 

Mike Cardy  Perth WA   mikec@asai.org.au 

 

Melinda J Wells Rural & Regional QLD  melindajw@asai.org.au 

 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au 

 

Details of Wax Lyrical (Open Mic.) nights run by our Regional Co-Ordinators can be 

found on the ASA website. 

 

This publication is © 2013 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc.  

ABN 12 140 838 710 and may not be re-used without permission.  The views 

expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers and may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. 


