
 1 

 

The Australian Songwriter 
  

 

Issue 115, May 2016 

 

First published 1979 

 
 

The Magazine of The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. 
 

 



 2 

In This Edition: 
 

 On the Cover of the ASA: 2015 APRA/ASA Songwriter Of The Year, Karen 
Guymer, at the 2015 National Songwriting Awards. 

 
 Chairman’s Message 

 
 Editor’s Message 

 
 2016 Australian Songwriting Contest Information 

 
 Interview: Karen Guymer 

 
 Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
 Jason Greenwood: 2015 Winner of the Spiritual Category 

 

 ASA Northern Rivers Songwriter Showcase held on 21 April 2016 

 
 Upcoming Songwriter Showcase on the NSW Central Coast on 9 May 2016 

 
 Members News and Information 

 
 Sponsors Profiles 

 
 The Load Out 

 
 Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 

 
 About Us: 

 

o Aims of the ASA   

o History of the Association  

o Contact Us  

o Patron 

o Life Members         

o Directors   

o Regional Co-Ordinators   

o APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year 

o Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 

o PPCA Live Performance Award Winner 

o Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame 

o Australian Songwriting Contest Winners 

 



 3 

Chairman’s Message 

 
May is upon us already, as our annual ‘Australian 

Songwriting Contest’ gets into full swing. The office is 
abuzz with all kinds of enquiries regarding how to 

enter the various genres, Sponsors checking in, 

Judges being appointed, etc, etc. As this occurs, the 

planning of the ‘National Songwriting Awards’ evening 
starts to ramp up as well. 

 

A couple of our fantastic ASA Regional Coordinators 

have also been busy too. Wendy J Ford (Northern 

Rivers NSW) recently arranged a wonderful ‘Finalist 
Showcase’, and Kerrie Garside (Central Coast NSW) 

has one coming up soon. These new events add to the 

usual ‘Wax Lyricals’, and I am sure other RCs are 

looking into them also. 
 

The Board is also excited to be able to offer Members 

the chance to win tickets to the fantastic Support Act Limited (music industry 

charity) ‘Music In The House’ event. See details further in the eNewsletter about this. 
Here’s a hint – you’ll have to be familiar with our Contest Sponsors to succeed. 

 

Vice Chairman and Editor, the award winning Alan Gilmour, has once again put 

together an excellent missive for your perusal. The ASA monthly eNewsletter 
continues to grow, and goes from strength to strength, judging from the feedback 

that we receive. It now seems a MUST for all our Members to catch up with all the 

happenings going on in the ASA world. Remember, if you are a Songwriter you 

should belong to the ASA. See you at the ‘Wax Lyricals’, and now the ‘Finalist 

Showcases’. 
 

Denny Burgess 

Chairman 

Australian Songwriters Association 

 

Editor’s Message  
 

Welcome to the May 2016 edition of The Australian Songwriter. 

 

In this edition, we have interviews with the APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year, Karen 
Guymer and the 2015 Spiritual Category winner, Jason Greenwood. We also have a 

wrap up of the recent ASA Songwriter Showcase at Lismore NSW, plus all of the 

usual stuff.   

 
The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and 

readers of the magazine.  If you have anything that you would like to say about 

yourself, other songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, 

simply send your contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au. 
 

Alan Gilmour 

Editor and Vice Chairman    

The Australian Songwriters Association 
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2016 Australian Songwriting Contest Announcement 

 
The 2016 Australian Songwriting Contest is now underway! To enter, please 

go to the ASA website at www.asai.org.au and follow the links.  
 

As in previous years, there are thirteen categories into which songs and lyrics can be 

entered: 

 
 Australia 

 Ballad 

 Contemporary Pop/Dance 

 Country 

 Folk/Acoustic 
 Instrumental 

 International 

 Lyrics 

 Open 
 Rock/Indie 

 Songs for Children 

 Spiritual 

 Youth 
 

 

The contest is open to both ASA members and non-members. 

 
In 2016, every entrant is a winner. Thanks to valued sponsor, Hal Leonard, every 

single entrant will receive a three month subscription to the fabulous online 

Songwriters’ tool, “Noteflight”. This is worth $99, and it’s the first time ever that we 

have been able to look after 100% of the songwriters involved in our contest! 

 
Judging will commence immediately after the close of the contest, and entrants will 

be advised, in stages, of their progress in the contest.  The first round judging will 

provide a short list of songs for further judging. The second round judging will 

narrow the field down to the Top 30 songs in each Category.  The third round of 
judging will provide the Top 10 songs in each category, which will be announced at 

the 2016 National Songwriting Awards, to be held later in the year.  

 

The winners of each category will be asked to attend the 2016 National Songwriting 
Awards, to collect their prizes and trophies, and to perform their winning songs to 

the awards night audience.   

 

The ASA Board of Directors will also select two important prizes from among the 

songs entered into the 2016 contest.  The APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year will 
be chosen from the winners of each of the thirteen categories.  The Rudy 

Brandsma Award will be presented in recognition of songwriting excellence by an 

ASA member during the course of the contest. The winner will be chosen from 

among all ASA member song entrants attending on the night.   
 

It’s now time to enter your original songs into the contest. Best of luck in the 

contest! 

 

 

http://www.asai.org.au/
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Karen Guymer: 2015 APRA/ASA Songwriter Of The Year and 2015 

Open Category Winner 

 
Photo: Karen Guymer performing at the 2015 National Songwriting Awards 

 
Karen Guymer is the 2015 APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year.  We caught up with 

Karen for a chat before the announcement of her big win.  We asked her about her 
Open Category winning song, “Building Bridges”.   

 

Karen has been a regular category winner and place-getter in The Australian 

Songwriting Contest over many years. 
 

In 2010, she was the winner of the Rudy Brandsma Award. She is the only person to 

have achieved the Songwriter of the Year/ Rudy Brandsma Award double, since 

Steve Wade achieved the double in the 1980s.  

 
ASA: Welcome Karen! Tell us a little about your winning song, “Building Bridges”. 

 

Karen: Like a lot of songwriters, we gather information from the world around us. 

The song was written while watching something that someone else was going 
through at the time. The idea came from that saying “build a bridge, get over it and 

move on”. That was the core idea of the song. Some of the lyrics reflect that 

sentiment: the fairy story of “little red riding hood”, in which the wolf is disguised as 

someone else, also plays a part, if that makes sense.   
 

ASA: Yes it does. What is your songwriting process? Do lyrics come first and you set 

the melody to it, or does it come together all at once. 
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Karen: That’s the million dollar question that everyone wants to know and one that 
is difficult to answer. 

 

ASA: We don’t want to give away your secrets, Karen. 

 
Karen: I am willing to share my secrets, I’m more than happy to.  It’s a process 

that’s different for each song. For me it starts with an idea which will become the 

chorus, that idea will either be happy or sad, it can be funny, it can be melancholy, 

it’s whatever idea I have at the time.  
 

My next step is to pick up the guitar. I know everybody is different in how these 

stages play out, but I like to listen to the sound, pick some chords that I think 

resonate with my idea, and that idea can be a feeling or perhaps a sentence. Then I 
sit down and start writing, and in my head I already know where the melody might 

go. With the chords in my head, I am then able to start writing the first verse into 

the chorus.  The first verse is usually the introduction to the feelings within the song 

and the chorus is what represents that feeling, it’s then that I can write the rest of 

the song.  
 

That’s how it works for me. I must have my instrument with me to write, I can’t just 

write with pen and paper, it just wouldn’t be the same.        

 
ASA: What is your routine for writing, do you set aside time each day to write, or do 

you work when inspiration strikes?  

 

Karen:  Like a lot of us I have a day job, and if I come home to a messy house, I 
have to clean first. I know it sounds funny, but I can’t write in a messy house, so I 

don’t get an hour each day to write. By the time I do all those mundane chores like 

clean, cook and shop, I don’t get a chance to write as often as I would like. If I do 

get a chance to sit down and write, it’s usually for about three hours at a time.   

 
ASA: Where do your ideas come from? Do you pick up phrases and observations 

from others around you when you are out and about? Or do feelings and ideas just 

come to you?   
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Karen: All of the above! Me and my partner, Jacques, who is a songwriting teacher, 
drills this into us. Me, being an ex-student, as well as his partner, find it’s very handy 

having a songwriting teacher as a partner. It’s quite funny. We can be watching a 

film and both of us at the same time will pick up something on the screen and both 

say “must write that down”, so we know it must be a good idea when both of us 
have the same thought. You can even be in a bookshop and see a title that will 

inspire you.  Ideas are really everywhere!  

 

ASA: Do you jot them down and take your phone everywhere with you?   
 

Karen: My phone is my magic companion, I have the notes section on the phone to 

jot things down and the recording ability for melodies, recently I got a new car and it 

has a recording button so I just have to hit a button and record as I am driving.  
 

ASA: That’s a great asset, but what happens if you are in a bus and an idea pops 

up? Do you start singing into your phone?   

 

Karen: You know you get to a point where you just don’t care what people around 
you think, you just do it because you don’t want to lose that idea and you know that 

regardless how much you think you will remember it you don’t, other distractions get 

in the way.  It’s amazing really. It makes you wonder where ideas come from and 

how magically they are: that they can come into your head out of the blue and they 
can be a great powerful idea, but still if you don’t get it down straight away it can be 

gone as quickly as it came. It’s an oops moment! “That gift just came and went”.  

 

ASA: That’s right! There goes another song, gone forever.  Thank you for speaking 
with us today. 

 

Karen: Thank you, ASA.   
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Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
NSW Central Coast 11 April 2016, Settlers Tavern 
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Brisbane QLD 10 April 2016, The Retro Bar 
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Lismore NSW 21 April 2016, Lismore Workers Club 
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Perth WA 5 April 2016, Elephant & Wheelbarrow  
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Jason Greenwood: 2015 Winner Of The Spiritual Category 

 
Photo: Jason Greenwood accepting his award from presenters, Dinah Lee 
and Alex Lofts. 

 

Jason Greenwood was the winner of the 2015 Spiritual Category of the songwriting 

contest, with his song “Horizon”. We took the opportunity to have a chat with him on 

the night. 
  

ASA: Welcome Jason. You have been in the “hot seat” a few times prior to this, but 

tonight it’s for your song “Horizon”. Would you like to tell us a little bit about the 

song and how it came about? 
 

Jason: Well you could say it is pretty much generic in terms of the song’s genre. It’s 

a song of hope, and about looking forward to another day, and finding a reason to go 

on to the next day, as the lyrics imply everyone has good and bad days, but you 
need to have hope that tomorrow is going to be better.    

   

ASA: Was it a personal experience that inspired you? 

 
Jason: Yes, it was to a great extent, my Grandfather, who was a great inspiration to 

myself, along with my Dad. They had a family band, and were the first ones to sit 

me down with the drum kits and guitars, and show me how they were set up and 

how the whole thing comes together.  He passed away recently, which obviously is a 

sad time in my life and it’s about getting through those sad times.   
 

ASA: Where did the melody come from? Had you written the lyrics first and then 

added the melody later. 
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Photo: Rick Hart (Left) on vocals and Jason Greenwood (Right) on bass. 
 

Jason: This one is a complicated one to be honest. I also had issues last year, so its 

creation has been strung out over a long period of time. It was quite a while before I 

started putting it together.   
 

I had bits and pieces of chorus and melody that would work and others that 

wouldn’t, yet there were some that just jelled, so I started doing some changes, 

working it through as most people would, and all of a sudden the melody just came 
out. It was played on a beautiful twelve string guitar. The melody just came through 

beautifully. It was just inspiration, I think! And the song started to write itself.  

 

ASA: Where is it that your inspiration usually comes from, is it from emotions and 
experiences?  

 

Jason: Personally for me it’s about concepts! I love songs that have a concept. It 

might start with a simple love song, or be something a bit more meaningful, even 

environmental, but something you can believe in and get behind. I guess that where 
the lyrics and structure start.   

 

It’s good to have a concept to begin with!  It may be a really heartfelt one, like 

happiness, sadness or love, when it comes to things like environmental issues you 
can be a little more aggressive with lyrics.  Once I have the concept I can then fit the 

melody and lyrics around it.     
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ASA: You have a few noted 

performers singing the song for you 

tonight.  
 

Jason: Yes I do. I have some great 

friends who I have met at ASA 

awards nights over the past four 
years now: Jacques (Gentil) is a 

fantastic vocalist and Rick (Hart) and 

Karen (Guymer) do a very good job 

as well. I feel very privileged having 
them along. 

 

ASA: Well, you have two 

Songwriters of the Year helping you 
out, so you are not doing too badly.   

 

Jason: Yes, I feel very privileged. 

They are all great performers in their 

own rights, so I am very grateful 
they are doing this for me.  

 

ASA: With your songwriting, what do 

you see for yourself in the future? Do 
you have a plan for other well-known 

artists to record your songs?  

 

Jason: Well, it has been a progression through the years that I have been involved 
with the ASA.  

 

I am trying to build up a catalogue, and then try and source people, and get that 

backing behind you. It’s about trying to get a resume together, so that you have 

some credence so to speak, and you are able to say “well I have won this and I have 
done these things”. You have more of a chance of people taking note of what you 

have done when you have this history behind you.     

 

ASA: Yes, that is so true. 
 

Jason: That’s why an opportunity like being here tonight is so important, and it then 

becomes another line I get to write in the resume.  

 
ASA: That’s right, another trophy for your cabinet! 

 

Jason: It’s fantastic! As you know, I write with my Dad a lot, and we often have 

talks with a lot of younger artists and help them out with their work, and it’s been 
good. So it’s a bit of a role we play. We don’t have people calling up every day, but 

it’s good to have people asking for help and being able to offer a service to them.   

 

ASA: Thank you Jason! It’s been great to be able to have a talk with you. 
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ASA Northern Rivers NSW Songwriters Showcase Wrap Up 
 

The ASA is currently 
holding songwriters 

showcases around 

Australia, featuring 

finalists from last year’s 

Australian Songwriting 
Contest. 

 

The first showcase was 

held on 21 April 2016 in 
Lismore NSW.  

 

 

 
ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for the NSW Northern Rivers, Wendy J Ford, has written 

the following report: 

 

“Last night turned out to be a wonderful night at Lismore Workers Club Platinum 
Lounge.   

 

I was concerned that due to late booking confirmation and flimsy media support we 

would have suffered - but the energy of the music and the performers drew the right 

crowd at the right time! I am indebted to winners and place getters Luke Vassella 
and Chris Fisher for agreeing to join me to make this an uplifting concert of songs for 

hope and change.  

 

How appropriate that it was the eve of Earth Day, as I had completely forgotten! 
Whether offering established favourites or tracks from our forthcoming albums, the 

response from the full room was gracious and even got some punters on their feet, 

no small task for an acoustic set. 

 
We used the opportunity not only to celebrate ASA award successes, but to promote 

the monthly Wax Lyrical for songwriters, currently at Planet Music Lismore, and 

gained many new followers as a result! 

 

I would like to thank Brett Hamlyn of Deva Studio at Kyogle for providing expert 
sound, blending a sweet mix. Some was recorded, so I will report back on how it 

turns out.  More photos will be forthcoming, but for now here is the new backdrop for 

ASA Wax Lyrical Northern Rivers Facebook page. 

Many thanks to all ASA personnel who offered encouragement, and to NCEIA (North 
Coast Entertainment Industry Association) personnel, who turned up to support the 

event.  If I have left anyone out, please accept our gratitude for making this 

inaugural ASA showcase a success.” 

 
Congratulations, Wendy. 
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Upcoming Songwriters Showcase On The NSW Central Coast on 9 May 

2016 

The ASA is currently holding songwriters showcases around Australia, featuring 

finalists from last year’s Australian Songwriting Contest. 
 

Last month saw Wendy J. Ford’s showcase in Lismore NSW, and this month sees 

Kerrie Garside’s showcase on the NSW Central Coast. 

Kerrie’s showcase features five local “Waxys” who made it through to the 2015 Top 

30: Jim Williams, Lola Brinton, Chelsea Berman, Alan Hargreaves and Kerrie Garside. 

So, get along to the Tall Timbers Hotel on Monday 9 May if you can. It should be a 

great night. 
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Members News and Information 

1. Songwriters Meeting Point 

Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is 

looking to pursue musical collaboration 

with like minded composers 

Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com. 

ASA member, Henry Hamad, is a 

lyricist who is looking for someone who 

would like to add music to his lyrics. If 

you can help Henry, please contact him 

on henry.hamad@gmail.com. 

 

ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist 

who is seeking a composer to help 

create songs from her lyrics. If you can help, please contact Donna on 

donna_hotz@hotmail.com. 

Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is looking for a co-writer. His musical likes are 

“ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever 

project.” 
 

“I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has sent us 

some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested. 

Bob can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com. 

Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au. 

2. A Big Win For ASA Member, Galliano Sommavilla. 

 

ASA member, Galliano Sommavilla, has just won the title of Instrumental/ 

Ambient Artist of the Year, at the Akaaemia Awards, held in Pasadena, California, in 

April 2016. 

Congratulations, Galliano, on this great achievement! 

 

mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:henry.hamad@gmail.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:alang@asai.org.au
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3. Led Zeppelin: The Stairway To Heaven Lawsuit. 

In one of the biggest music law 

suits for a long time, the 

songwriters of the classic 1971 

Led Zeppelin song, Stairway To 

Heaven, Jimmy Page and Robert 

Plant, are being sued for 

copyright infringement. 

The lawsuit alleges that the 

guitar arpeggio opening of 

Stairway, released 45 years ago, 

was lifted from the 1968 

instrumental “Taurus”, by the long-defunct Los Angeles band, Spirit. 

The complaint was lodged on behalf of the estate of Spirit’s guitarist- songwriter 

Randy California, who drowned in 1997 off the coast of Hawaii. Defendants include 

Led Zeppelin band members Jimmy Page and Robert Plant, and various music 

companies. 

U.S. District Judge R. Gary Klausner indicated that the trial — set for May 10 — 

would last less than a week. 

Led Zeppelin’s lawyers said in court papers that Page and Plant would probably not 

attend the trial. Video depositions, filmed in the United Kingdom, will be shown to 

the jury instead. Klausner previously determined that there was enough evidence for 

a jury to weigh whether there was “substantial similarity” in the songs. 

In February, the surviving members of Led Zeppelin, along with Warner Music Group 

Corp., asked Klausner to throw out the lawsuit, but he concluded that a trial was 

required. 

The estate’s attorney, Francis Malofiy, previously told City News Service: ”Led 
Zeppelin opened for Spirit when they first came over here. There’s no doubt Jimmy 

Page appreciated Spirit on an emotional and musical level. And, of course, Led 

Zeppelin has a unique history of lifting their songs from other sources.” 

In the 1970s, the British rock band made settlement agreements and granted writing 
co-credits to other artists for several songs originally credited to Page, including 

“Whole Lotta Love,” “The Lemon Song” and “Dazed and Confused.” 

“Attribution is the most important thing,” Malofiy said. “What we want is for credit to 

be given where it’s due. I’m a fan of Led Zeppelin, but in this situation, we want 

credit for Randy.” 

In the liner notes to a 1996 reissue of Spirit’s first album, California stated that 

“people always ask me why ‘Stairway to Heaven’ sounds exactly like ‘Taurus,’ which 

was released two years earlier. … They opened up for us on their first American 

tour.”  

This article and photo comes from various internet sources, including mynewsla.com. 
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4. Music In The House 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

Support Act is a charity, unique in Australia, helping 

music professionals who are facing hardship due to 

illness, injury or some other crisis that impacts upon 

their ability to work in music.  

Support Act is holding a charity fundraiser on 18 May 

2016 from 12.00 noon to 3.00 pm. The ASA has 

complimentary tickets available to the fundraiser 

for magazine readers (see below for details of 

how you could win).  

Support Act says: “In 2016 our charity 

fundraiser Music in the House is back! Bigger and 

better than ever with a jaw dropping line up and a 

sumptuous new venue to match.  On Wednesday 

May 18, Andrew Denton will present Support Act's Excellence in Community 

Award to one of Australia's greatest musical legends, Paul Kelly at an exclusive lunch 

event at The Ivy, Sydney. 

Paul Kelly will perform at the event and Julia Stone, Thelma Plum and Urthboy will 

each perform one of Paul's songs in his honour. If you love Australian music and care 

about the people who make it, do not miss this incredible line up of artists at one of 
Sydney's most prestigious venues, all for a good cause. 

Demonstrate your support for the only charity supporting music professionals in 

crisis by buying a ticket. Better still, organise a table of ten and save $25 per ticket! 

For tickets, go to http://supportact.org.au/music-in-the-house-2016/. Every ticket 
we sell will help us continue our work supporting music professionals in crisis. Can't 

attend but still want to support us? Buy tickets to our Limited Edition Luxury Raffle - 

only 500 tickets available with EXTRAORDINARY prizes, including a luxury holiday in 

Bali for 8 people! Thank you for your support and we look forward to seeing you!” 

5. Competition Time! 

If you would like to win tickets to Music In The House (see above), simply answer 

the following question, and email your answer to the ASA National Office, on 

asanationaloffice@asai.org.au. 

Simply send us the names of six sponsors of the 2016 Australian Songwriting 
Contest. It’s that easy. (Hint: you’ll find the names in the magazine).  

Best of luck! 

https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fsupportact.org.au%252Fmusic-in-the-house-2016%252F&hmac=eb01914ab0575992d9db627693ade152
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Sponsors Profiles 

Over 23 years and more 

than 275 issues, Rhythms 
Magazine has established 

a reputation as The Bible 

of roots music in 

Australia. Hungrily exploring almost anything to do with blues, roots, folk, 

Americana, jazz, country, and world music, Rhythms is totally unique. It is cherished 
by its readers for its authority, credibility and diversity. 

Our now bi-monthly glossy print magazine distributes over 120,000 copies a year 

internationally through newsagents, selected music stores, and an ever-growing tribe 

of devoted subscribers. Issues are January/February, March/April, May/June, 
July/August, September/October and November/December and they are bumper. 

Rhythms is available in a digital version also allowing us to fulfill international 

electronic subscriptions and the ever-growing interest in the digital format. 

Special Issues have included the annual Official Program for the Byron Bluesfest as 
well as specials on WOMADelaide, Port Fairy Folk Festival, Sydney Blues & Roots 

Festival, Great Southern Blues Festival, Australasian World Music Expo, and more. 

Online, www.rhythms.com.au earns 400,000 hits and 8,000 unique visitors per 

month. A regular email newsletter sent to over 2,000 subscribers. Updated 
daily, www.rhythms.com.au publishes breaking news, reviews and roots music Gig 

Guide, as well as a sample of longer features from the print magazine. 

Rhythms was founded by Brian Wise way back in 1992, the very same Brian Wise 

you can hear weekly on RRR radio’s top rating show Off The Record every Saturday 

morning in Melbourne. 

Brian Wise and Martin Jones first joined forces on Australia’s first national music 

specialist website Addicted To Noise. Martin, who had completed a Masters degree in 

psychology and literature, drifted into music journalism some twenty years ago and 

never looked back, writing for The Age, The Australian and editing 
Melbourne’s Inpress magazine. 

Martin began working on Rhythms with Brian and soon introduced in the artistic 

design skills of his wife Verity. Verity and Martin purchased Rhythms from Brian in 

2007 and ran it from an office in the beautiful Brunswick Heads. Brian Wise remains 
Founder and Contributing Editor and an essential voice to the credibility of Rhythms. 

Martin and Verity carried Rhythms into the future and have recently sold the 

magazine to Australian Singer/Songwriter/Radio host Catherine Britt and her 

Husband James. 

Since purchasing Rhythms, Catherine & James have continued to grow the magazine 
with a new website, new digital magazine format, new writers as well as keeping on 

the well loved past writers that make up one of the best music writing teams in the 

world. 

https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.rhythms.com.au%252F&hmac=14b9bbeb93ce9c54d5b2ac0c8457c043
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.rhythms.com.au%252F&hmac=14b9bbeb93ce9c54d5b2ac0c8457c043
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The Load Out 
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Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 
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About Us 
 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 

Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 
accomplished members. 
 

Aims of the Association 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 
 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 
 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 
 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 
 

 To aid the professional development of members; 
 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information; 
 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  
 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 
 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Songwriting Awards Night. 
 

History of the ASA 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 

(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  
 

Today the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry.  
 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 
 

Contact Us 
  

Mail:   Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 
 

Phone/Fax:  (02) 9516 4960 
 

Email:    asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 
 

Website:   www.asai.org.au 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

   www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 
 

Youtube:  www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 
 

Patron:  Glenn A Baker 
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Life Members: Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea, 

Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Brian Henderson 

Ward and Kieran Roberts. 
 

Directors: 
 

Denny Burgess  Chairman 
 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 
Editor and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 

 

Clare Burgess  Director and Secretary 
 

Gary Luck  Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Trevor Shard  Melbourne VIC  trevors@asai.org.au 
 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Sydney NSW   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Chris Whitington Newcastle NSW   chrisw@asai.org.au 
 

Kerrie Garside  Central Coast NSW  kerrieg@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Ford  Northern Rivers NSW  wendyjf@asai.org.au 
 

Mike Cardy  Perth WA   mikec@asai.org.au 
 

Melinda J Wells Dalby & Toowoomba QLD  melindajw@asai.org.au 
 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au 
 

Johnny Dee  Bribie Island QLD  johnnyd@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Adelaide SA   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Kieran Roberts Canberra ACT   kieranr@asai.org.au 
 

Webmaster: 
 

Dean Mackin, F1 Internet Services 
 

APRA/ASA Australian Songwriter of the Year 2015: 
 
    

Karen Guymer (VIC) 
 

Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 2015: 
 
    

George Begbie (TAS) 
 

PPCA Live Performance Award Winners 2015: 
 

Terry Bennetts (WA) and Imogen Clark (NSW) 
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Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame:  
 

2015: Johnny Young 
 

2014: Kate Ceberano 
 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 
 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)  
 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 
 

2010: Richard Clapton 
 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 
 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 
 

2007: Brian Cadd 
 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (LRB)  
 

2005: Russell Morris 
 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 
 

Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners 2015: 
 

 John Walsh and Imogen Clark (NSW) (Australia Category) 
 

 Robert McIntosh (NSW) (Ballad Category)  
 

 Anirban Banerjee (ACT) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category) 
 

 Loren Steenkamp (SA) (Country Category- Joint) 
 

 John Greenwood (VIC) (Country Category- Joint) 
 

 Julia Michaels and Sven Tydeman (NSW) (Folk/Acoustic Category) 
 

 Terry Bennetts (WA) (Instrumental Category) 
 

 Coa Lopez (USA) (International Category) 
 

 Denise Silk (NSW) (Lyrics Category- Joint)  
 

 Charlie Cacciola (QLD) (Lyrics Category– Joint) 
 

 Karen Guymer (VIC) (Open Category) 
 

 Quentin Clark (QLD) (Rock/Indie Category) 
 

 Jason Greenwood (VIC) (Spiritual Category) 
 

 Stan Lenz (QLD) (Songs For Children Category) 
 

 Kayla Borg (VIC) (Youth Category) 
 

This publication is © 2016 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc.,  

ABN 12 140 838 710, and may not be re-used without permission.  The 
views expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers and may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. The ASA acknowledges and thanks 

all sources from which information for this magazine was obtained. 


