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Chairman’s Message 

 
Hey everybody, 

 
After the biggest and most glittering National 
Songwriting Awards evening in ASA history, at the 

beautiful Orion Theatre in Sydney’s inner west, we are 

all just settling down again.  

 
Christina Hutchence, who flew to Sydney from Los 

Angeles specially to accept the Australian Songwriters 

Hall Of Fame award, on Michael Hutchence’s behalf, 

was incredible. Her speech deserved the standing 
ovation she received, and there was not a dry eye in 

the house. Of all the amazing moments in ASA 

history, that was right up there.  

 
Jon Stevens also did Michael and Andrew Farriss 

proud, delivering a couple of INXS songs to Grand 

Piano backing. His powerful voice left everyone with goose bumps.  

 

Congratulations to all Top Ten placegetters in every Category, especially the winners. 
Songwriters Of The Year, Donna Dyson and Damien Leith were much applauded, 

with Damien giving a superb performance also at the Grand Piano. Rudy Brandsma 

Award, winner, Alex Tobin was great vocally as well.  

 
Major Sponsors Wests Ashfield and APRA were in attendance in a big way, with all 

other Sponsors helping to make the show an incredible success. Please make sure 

you visit Wests Ashfield’s wonderful new restaurant ‘The Garden’ in 2017, in return 

for their support.  
 

Huge thanks must go out to all Board members, Regional Coordinators and 

Volunteers for the unceasing work that they put in for the big night. In light of the 

amazing amount of publicity the event generated this year, along with the full house 

sign on the door, it seems the National Songwriting Awards has now taken its place 
as one of the major annual music events in Australia. 

 

As we count down to 2017, on behalf of your Board, I can report that the ASA has 

never been in a better position, and we are going from strength to strength. Our 
Regional Coordinators are doing an excellent job, and are increasing in numbers all 

around the country. However, it is you, our Members who make the Australian 

Songwriters Association what it is. The friendliness and camaraderie at the Awards 

Night between Members had to be seen to be believed. 
 

Once again Vice Chairman and Editor Alan Gilmour has prepared a December 

eNewsletter that will give you a lot of ‘JOY’ during the silly season. Please check it 

out in the holidays. 
 

The ASA wishes all our Members a fantastic New Year.  

 

The Board hopes to see more of you at Wax Lyricals around Australia in 2017, so 

make sure you support them. 



 

 

Remember, if you are a Songwriter, you should belong to the ASA. 

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR, 
 

Denny Burgess 

 

Chairman   

 

Editor’s Message  
 

With the 2016 National Songwriting Awards now over, the ASA’s year is nearing its 

end.  

 
2016 has seen an amazing Australian Songwriting Contest, with a record number of 

entries. It has been a pleasure for all the judges to listen to, and judge, so many 

great songs this year. It has also been a pleasure to watch so many great songs 

move upward in the judging towards the Shortlist, the Top 30s and then the Top 
10s. 

 

Congratulations to every single entrant in the Contest, who has seen the beauty in 

songwriting, and has submitted their songs to be judged against their peers. 
 

Special congratulations must also go to the major winners: the individual Category 

winners, the 2016 APRA/ASA Songwriters Of The Year, Donna Dyson and Damien 

Leith, the winner of the 2016 Rudy Brandsma Award, Alex Tobin, and the PPCA 
Award winners for The Best Live Performances at the 2016 National Songwriting 

awards, Kristy James and The Bounty Hunters.      .  

 

Many thanks to the ASA magazine contributors during the year, especially Carole 

Beck, for her tireless contributions to the magazine, and to Jenna Cesar for her 
great articles during the year. 

 

Your ASA Board, Regional Co-Ordinators, Staff and Volunteers will now take a well 

deserved break, and we’ll return in early 2017, refreshed and ready to do it all again 
in 2017. 

 

The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and 

readers of the magazine.  If you have anything that you would like to say about 
yourself, other songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, 

simply send your contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au. 

 

Cheers, 

 
Alan Gilmour 

Editor and Vice Chairman    

The Australian Songwriters Association 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

2016 National Songwriting Awards 

 
The ASA would like to thank all of the wonderful 

participants in the 2016 Australian Songwriting 
Contest, and would like to congratulate those who 

reached the Top 10 in the Categories, which were 

announced on 14 December 2016 at The National 

Songwriting Awards, held in Sydney. 

 
As you would all know by now, Donna Dyson and Damien Leith were crowned the 

2016 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriters of the Year, and Alex Tobin won the 2016 

Rudy Brandsma Award for Songwriting Excellence. 

 
2016 was our first year in the magnificent Orion Theatre of the Stars, in Sydney, and 

we expect to be using this venue in future.  Our former venue provider, Wests 

Ashfield Leagues, has now become an ASA Major Sponsor, along with APRA, and 

the ASA will continue to maintain close links with both organizations into the future.   

 
Many thanks to the photographers who posted photos of the event on the internet, 

from where we have sneaked a few for the magazine. The official photos, taken by 

Bob King, will be available shortly. 

 



 

 

2016 National Songwriting Awards Photos 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The 2016 ASA Regional Co-Ordinators Conference 

 
Photo: The ASA Team at the Conference (Left to Right): Denny Burgess 

(Chairman), Garry Bagnell (Regional Co-Ordinator, Gold Coast QLD), 
Melinda J Wells (Regional Co-Ordinator, Gympie QLD), Matt Sertori 

(Regional Co-Ordinator, Hobart TAS), Clare Burgess (Director and 

Secretary), Gary Luck (Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators), 

Angelo Pash (Regional Co-Ordinator, Adelaide SA), Wendy J Ford (Regional 

Co-Ordinator, Northern Rivers NSW), Wendy Barnes (Regional Co-Ordinator, 
Yarra Valley VIC), and Alan Gilmour (Vice Chairman). 

 

Not in Photo: Kerrie Garside (Regional Co-Ordinator, Central Coast NSW), 

Hugh Brown (Regional Co-Ordinator, Brisbane QLD) and Mike Cardy 
(Regional Co-Ordinator, Perth WA). 

 
The ASA 2016 Regional Co-Ordinators Conference was held on 15 December 2016, 

following the National Songwriting Awards on the previous night. 

 
We were fortunate to have many of our Regional Co-Ordinators from around 

Australia in town for this event. The conference discussed many of the issues facing 

ASA Regional Co-Ordinators in their regions. 

 
Many thanks to those people who were available to attend. 

 



 

 

Top 10 Category Finalists In The 2016 Australian Songwriting Contest 

 
Australia Category 

 
Damien Leith and Donna Dyson 

 

1 Spirit  Of Australia Donna Dyson /Damien Leith NSW 

2 Memoirs Of Vietnam Carmelo Cacciola   QLD 

3 Calling Me Home Melanie Gray /Gina Jeffreys/Makaylie Foodey NT 

4 Stretcher Bearer 
Brendan 
Smoother   NSW 

5 The Never Never Rob Imeson   NSW 

6 The Australian Dream Dave Roberts   QLD 

7 Waltzing Matilda Dene Menzel   VIC 

8 Ghost Town Billy Bridge /Michael Lockhart VIC 

9 Growing Up Laura Byrnes /Allen Caswell VIC 

10 Great And Ancient Land Lloyd Clarke   VIC 
 

 



 

 

Ballad Category 

 

Photos (Left to Right): Karen Guymer, David King and Jessica Allen 

 
Photo (Left): Karen Guymer 

performing her winning song as a 

duet with Jacques Gentil. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

1 Love Dances In The Rain Karen Guymer   VIC 

1 
Memories From My 
Mind David King /Jessica Allen NSW 

3 I Know You Like It 
Christopher 
Mustica   VIC 

4 Home Rebecca Hellweg   VIC 

5 The River Is Rising Robert Knox /Roland Winsall VIC 

6 Tidal Wave Andrew Bertoia   NSW 

7 A Hero In Us All Karen Guymer   VIC 

8 I Wish You Were Here Candice Bennett   NSW 

9 Antarctica 

Christopher 
Orchard   NSW 

10 Forever We'll Love You Joey Fimmano   NSW 



 

 

 

Contemporary Pop/Dance Category 

 

 

Photo: John Blok 

 
 

1 Standin' In Line John Blok   VIC 

2 Better Than This Frank Dixon   VIC 

3 Get Up Ski Harvey   NSW 

4 Waiting Alex Tobin   NSW 

5 Come Alive Daniel Bartulovich /John Chmielewski NSW 

6 Eyes For You Benjamin Beamish   QLD 

7 Only Human Karen Guymer   VIC 

8 Warzone Leea Nanos /FATAI VIC 

9 Reaching Out Alex Tobin   NSW 

10 This Too Shall Pass David Taylor /Peter Holz NSW 
 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Country Category 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Photo: Kristy James 
 

1 Overdrive Kirsty James   NSW 

2 When I'm Broken Katrina Burgoyne   NSW 

3 Down In The Boneyard Catherine Dobson   VIC 

4 I Know You Like It Chris  Mustica   VIC 

5 Free And Fearless 
Samantha 
Mooney   QLD 

6 Like Johnny Loved June Rob Imeson   NSW 

7 These Times Are Right Spencer Kelly 
 

WA 

8 One Tear In My Heart Rebecca Lee Nye /Peta Cherae Peters VIC 

9 Me And Lucinda Michael Meeking   VIC 

10 Big Town Blue Ryan Brookhouse   NSW 

10 Kiss My Arm Stan Lenz   QLD 



 

 

 

Folk/Acoustic Category 

 

Photo: Tamsin Cantwell 

 

1 Not OK Tamsin Cantwell   VIC 

2 Get Back Time 
Christopher 
Mustica   VIC 

2 How We Spent Our Days Markus Andersen   
Living in 
NORWAY 

4 Pearl Laura Byrnes /Brianna Lee VIC 

5 Devil And The Angel Shawn Lidster   NSW 

6 Soul In Your Step Ray Alferink   ACT 

7 Cloud Street Paul White   WA 

8 
I Don't Want The Night To 
Come Stephen Sarre   NSW 

9 Just Wanna Say Hello Katie Hardyman   NSW 

9 Let You Go Donna Dyson /Damien Leith QLD 

9 The Hummingbird Donna Pinkney   NSW 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Instrumental Category 

 

 

Photos (Left to Right): Ray Saunders and Terry Bennetts 

 

1 Turquoise Bay Terry Bennetts   WA 

1 Into The Mist Ray Saunders   VIC 

3 Destination Unknown Peter Salata   QLD 

4 Time Machine Rod Christian   WA 

5 Call Me John Hollywood   WA 

6 Showpony Express Ray Pratley /Samantha Bellamy NSW 

7 Frangipani Rag Tom Anderson   NSW 

8 Mythology Pete Hawkes   VIC 

9 Rabbit Flats Ray Pratley   NSW 

10 
Bellbirds-Manorina Melanophrys 
(For Eva) Alex Varlow   NSW 

10 Forbidden Dance Vanessa Craven   VIC 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

International Category 

 

Photo: Michael McGee.  
 

Many thanks to Michael for travelling to 

Sydney from Pennsylvania USA, to 

attend the National Songwriting 
Awards, and to receive his award. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 Broken Arrow Michael McGee /Jeff Oxford USA 

2 Relativity 
Francesca de 
Valence   AUSTRALIA 

3 Only Human Karen Guymer   AUSTRALIA 

4 Brand New Life 
Samantha 
Mooney   AUSTRALIA 

5 Free And Fearless 
Samantha 
Mooney   AUSTRALIA 

6 Shine A Light Marshall Smith /Tom Fox 
NEW 
ZEALAND 

7 Me Too Natalie Howard 
/Matt Scullion/Jimmie Lee 
Sloas AUSTRALIA 

8 Me & Scott Walker Marshall Smith   
NEW 
ZEALAND 

9 Savannah Earl Gillespie   CANADA 

10 Every Moment Dean Ramsay   AUSTRALIA 

10 Good Heart Alex Tobin   AUSTRALIA 
 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Lyrics Category 

 

 
Photo: Glen Naylor 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

1 Jacaranda Blue Glen Naylor   VIC 

2 
Over There And Back (Billy's 
War) 

Steve 
Montgomery   NSW 

3 Violin Sammy Gaha   NSW 

4 
When You Lose Someone You 
Love 

Steve 
Montgomery   NSW 

5 Drama, Drama, Drama Donna Hotz   QLD 

6 
Imagine Your Friends Are 
Flowers Ray Martin   VIC 

7 Christmas In A Cage 
Sharlene 
Rainford   NSW 

8 
When The Thirty Three Came 
Home Merv Webster   QLD 

9 Harkaway Hall Lloyd Clarke   VIC 

9 I Want My Body Back Sand Williams   NT 

9 Woman Melinda J Wells   QLD 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Open Category 

 

Photo: Kelly Cork 
 

1 Please Don't Forget About Me Kelly  Cork   QLD 

2 Free And Fearless Samantha Mooney   QLD 

3 Love Dances In The Rain Karen Guymer   VIC 

4 Waiting Alex Tobin   NSW 

5 All The Way Down Daniel Bartulovich /John Chmielewski  NSW 

6 
On The Corner Of Hope And 
Devine Catherine Dobson   VIC 

7 Standin' In Line John Blok   VIC 

8 The Actor ChristopherOrchard   NSW 

9 Karma Café Wendy Wood 
 

NSW 

10 Almost Guilty Neville Kaye   NSW 
 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Rock/Indie Category 

 

Photos (Left To Right): Tony Murphy, Jennifer Matthews & Paul Harris; and 

David Hinds and Lyn Hinds. 

 
Photo (Left to 

Right): The Bounty 

Hunters:  David 

Hinds Rob Lyons 
and Lyn Hinds. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

1 Crack Of The Whip David Hinds Lyn Hinds NSW 

1 A Viking Smile 
Tony Murphy, Jennifer 
Matthews & Paul Harris   QLD 

3 Who'll Stop Me Now? Paul White   WA 

4 The Playground Abbey Gardner   NSW 

5 Down In The Boneyard Catherine Dobson   VIC 

6 Sugar Daddy John Blok   VIC 

7 Technicolour Death Stare Alexandra Price   NSW 

8 Babylon Jacques Gentil   VIC 

9 I Wish I Was Conner Stephen Kermode   NSW 

9 Independent George Terry Mandryk   NSW 

9 Living It Up David King 
S Burrel/T Dutton/S 
Kulakovska NSW 

 



 

 

Songs For Children Category 

 

Photo: Anna Van Riel 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

1 Cooking Up A Song Anna van Riel   NSW /NZ 

2 Mysteries Under The Sea Juanita Ryder   QLD 

3 Swimming In The Bath Sonia Hardie /Anton Korytnyj NSW 

4 It's Christmas In Australia Anthony Frizzell   VIC 

5 Ducks In The Garden Sonia Hardie /Anton Korytnyj NSW 

6 Under The Mountain Sonia Hardie /Anton Korytnyj NSW 

7 Milkshake Donna Dyson /Wil Hughes QLD 

8 The Race Stan Lenz   QLD 

9 Jump Jump Jump Julie McAllan   QLD 

10 Follow The Animals Juanita Ryder   QLD 

10 The Cowboy Song Dez Staunton /Vanessa Staunton QLD 
 



 

 

Spiritual Category 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Photo: Jacques Gentil 
 

1 Babylon Jacques Gentil   VIC 

2 He Will Hear Lola Brinton /Shane Edwards/Sven Tydeman NSW 

3 Devoted To The Son Jennifer McAllan   NT 

4 
A Million And One Ways To 
Die Jacques Gentil   VIC 

4 You Can Run Anthony Frizzell   VIC 

6 Rising Donna Dyson /Damien Leith QLD 

7 River In The Valley Dominic Crea  /Patrick McMurray VIC 

8 One Long Night Matt Coleman   WA 

8 Out Of This World Carmel Charlton   WA 

10 Before The Sun 
Christopher 
Mustica   VIC 

10 Christmas Box 
Mark 
Fitzsummons   NSW 

10 Free At Last Jacques Gentil   VIC 
 



 

 

Youth Category 

 
Photo: Sophia Chesworth 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Homeless Bound Sophia Chesworth   NSW 

2 Monster Victoria Kokkinos   VIC 

3 Better Than This Frank Dixon   VIC 

4 Left Behind 
Hannah 
Parrington   NSW 

5 Hidden Malia Stirling   QLD 

6 
This Is What You've Done To 
Me Jessica Newton   VIC 

7 Nightmares Abbey Gardner   NSW 

8 Electric Blues Clara Muscat   VIC 

9 Paranoid Anna Wright   VIC 

9 Stand Jayda D'Agostino   WA 

9 The Playground Abbey Gardner   NSW 

9 The Kids Aren't Alright Abbey Gardner   NSW 

 



 

 

2016 Rudy Brandsma Award Nominees and Winner 

 
In 2016, there were 8 nominees for The Rudy Brandsma Award for Songwriting 

Excellence. Here are the photos (Left to Right, Top to Bottom).  
 

Francesca de Valence (QLD), Wendy Wood (NSW), Paul Penton (VIC), Christopher 

Mustica (VIC), Alex Tobin (NSW), Cathy Dobson (VIC), Donna Hotz (QLD), and Sam 

Vartuli (NSW). 
 

The winner was Alex Tobin (NSW). 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
ASA Regional Co-ordinator for Dalby and Toowoomba QLD, Melinda J Wells, has 

sent us photos of her biggest Wax Lyrical of the year, which was held in Dalby QLD, 
back in January 2016. During the year, Melinda, lost everything on her computer and 

Drop Box, and these are the only remaining photos.  

 

In other news, Melinda will be moving to Gympie QLD shortly, to take on the role of 
Festival Co-ordinator for the Gympie Country Music Muster. Melinda will also be 

starting a new Wax Lyrical in Gympie. 

 

Congratulations and best wishes, Melinda. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Central Coast NSW 15 November 2016, Tall Timbers Hotel 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Northern Rivers NSW, September 2016, Lismore Workers Club 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

Northern Rivers NSW, October 2016, Lismore Workers Club 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Northern Rivers NSW, November 2016, Lismore Workers Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

Sponsors Profiles: 

 
Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club 

 

 
Wests Ashfield’s new dining precinct features The Garden, a lush hidden oasis with 

distant city skyline views. 

 

The Garden is open for lunch and dinner 7 days a week and for weekend breakfasts. 
Wood fired pizzas are a kitchen trademark, as well as sizzling mozzarella, home-

made tomato sauce and delicious options, such as fennel, Italian sausage, Spanish 

onion, and rotisserie free-range chicken, bacon and bbq sauce. Traditional favourites 

such as chicken schnitzel, fish and chips and grass-fed steak are also standouts. 

 
There’s also a great selection of kids meals and a play area with free parking!  

 

Start with a drink in the bar, featuring local craft beers from Batch Brewery & Young 

Henry, wines from all over the world & an impressive cocktail list.  
 

Then end your meal by indulging in a dessert from our wide selection made by our 

patisserie chef. 

 
Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS 

 

Thanks to major sponsor, APRA/AMCOS, 

for sponsoring, and presenting, the APRA 

ASA Songwriter of the Year Award at the 
2016 National Songwriting Awards. 

 

APRA AMCOS generously provides prize 

money of $3,000 to the winner/s, which this 
year, were Donna Dyson and Damien 

Leith. 

 

If you write music, you should become a 
member of APRA AMCOS. It’s free to join, 

and once you do, APRA AMCOS can help you make money from your music. 

 
Become part of a collective community of 87,000 songwriters! 

 



 

 

James Linderman: Harmonic Functions 

 

James Linderman, a Berklee Ambassador, has 

been working on using a music theory convention 

(harmonic functions) to create templates that 

songwriters can use to build new songs with, for 

the last 10 years or so.  

 

About 2 years ago, he started building a workbook that would house 100 templates 

and 100 worksheets, and have all of the support materials a songwriter would 

require, to write thousands of new and better constructed songs. 

 

The book has just been printed, and James is starting to work on spreading the word 

about it, and, of course, trying to get it in the hands of songwriters everywhere. 

 

Below is a sample pages from the start of the book (see below). For further 

information, please contact James on info@jameslinderman.com. 



 

 

Members News and Information 

1. Songwriters Meeting Point 

Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is 

looking to pursue musical collaboration 

with like minded composers. Patrick can 

be contacted at 

Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com. 

ASA member, Henry Hamad, is a 

lyricist who is looking for someone who 

would like to add music to his lyrics. If 

you can help Henry, please contact him 

on henry.hamad@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist 

who is seeking a composer to help 

create songs from her lyrics. If you can help, please contact Donna on 

donna_hotz@hotmail.com. 

Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is looking for a co-writer. His musical likes are 

“ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever 

project.” 
 

“I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has sent us 

some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested. 

Bob can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Tony Bogan is a lyricist, who is looking to team up with a 

musician/composer, to put music to his words. 

Tony writes: “I have a collection of around 40 song lyrics I have written of varying 

ideas or themes (not boring love songs either) and I really want to team up with 

some good musos/composers ASAP.” 
 

“Two in particular I would like to get written with a view to getting someone to sing 

one of them on a talent show - e.g. The Voice or Who's Got Talent in the UK given 

their global themes.” 
 

Tony can be contacted on 0488 443 155 and tonydb71@gmail.com. 

 

Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au. 

 

 
 

 

 

mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:henry.hamad@gmail.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:hbmarvin@gmail.com
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tonydb71%40gmail.com
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The Load Out 

Merry Christmas: The Hipsters’ Nativity Set 

 

For those that have wondered what it would be like if Jesus was born in 2016, or 

what a modern day wise man would look like — hint: he wears skinny jeans — the 

folks at Modern Nativity have the answer. 

The company has created a hipster version of the classic nativity scene featuring a 

young Mary and Joseph taking a selfie with baby Jesus in a solar-paneled stable. 

The three wise men, saddled on Segways instead of camels, carry boxes from 

Amazon, gifts for the modern-day Jesus. The $130 set also includes a cow, which is 

100 percent organic and being fed grain-free feed, a sheep in a sweater and a 

shepherd boy making use of his iPad to post photos of the baby's birth on Instagram. 

"This product started (as all good products do) at a happy hour with our friends," 

Casey Wright, co-founder of Modern Nativity, told CNBC. "After a few beers, we 

started joking about how religions would be different if their sacred texts were set in 
modern times. From there, it quickly snowballed into what the nativity would look 

like in 2016." 

The sets went on sale a week ago, according to Wright. The company said sales have 

grown exponentially day by day and now, thanks to social media and word of mouth, 

hour by hour. 

Article courtesy of fortune.com. 

 



 

 

Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

About Us 
 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 

Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 
accomplished members. 
 

Aims of the Association 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 
 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 
 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 
 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 
 

 To aid the professional development of members; 
 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information 
 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  
 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 
 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Songwriting Awards Night. 
 

History of the ASA 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 

(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  
 

Today the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry.  
 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 
 

Contact Us 
  

Mail:   Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 
 

Phone/Fax:  (02) 9516 4960 
 

Email:    asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 
 

Website:   www.asai.org.au 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

   www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 
 

Youtube:  www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 
 

Patron:  Glenn A Baker 
 



 

 

Life Members: Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea, 

Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Brian Henderson 

Ward and Kieran Roberts. 
 

Directors: 
 

Denny Burgess  Chairman 
 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 
Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 

 

Clare Burgess  Director and Secretary 
 

Gary Luck   Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Wendy J Barnes Yarra Valley VIC  wendyb@asai.org.au 
 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Sydney NSW   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Garry Bagnell  Gold Coast QLD  garryb@asai.org.au 
 

Kerrie Garside  Central Coast NSW  kerrieg@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Ford  Northern Rivers NSW  wendyjf@asai.org.au 
 

Ewan James  Northern Rivers NSW  ewanj@asai.org.au 
 

Mike Cardy  Perth WA   mikec@asai.org.au 
 

Melinda J Wells Gympie QLD    melindajw@asai.org.au 
 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Adelaide SA   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Webmaster: 
 

Dean Mackin, F1 Internet Services 
 

APRA/ASA Australian Songwriters of the Year 2016: 
 
    

Donna Dyson (QLD) and Damien Leith (NSW) 
 

Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 2016: 
 
    

Alex Tobin (NSW) 
 

PPCA Live Performance Award Winners 2016: 
 

Kristy James (NSW) and The Bounty Hunters (NSW) 
 

Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame:  
 

2016: Andrew Farris and Michael Hutchence (INXS) 
 

2015: Johnny Young 
 

mailto:kerrieg@asai.org.au
mailto:wendyjf@asai.org.au
mailto:angelop@asai.org.au


 

 

2014: Kate Ceberano 
 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 
 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)  
 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 
 

2010: Richard Clapton 
 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 
 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 
 

2007: Brian Cadd 
 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (LRB)  
 

2005: Russell Morris 
 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 
 

Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners 2016: 
 

Donna Dyson & Damien Leith (Australia Category) 
 

Karen Guymer (VIC) (Ballad Category - Joint)  
 

David King & Jessica Allen (NSW) (Ballad Category - Joint) 
 

John Bok (VIC) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category) 
 

Kristy James (NSW) (Country Category) 
 

Tamsin Cantwell (VIC) (Folk/Acoustic Category) 
 

Terry Bennetts (WA) (Instrumental Category - Joint) 
 

Ray Saunders (VIC) (Instrumental Category – Joint) 
 

Michael McGee & Jeff Oxford (USA) (International Category) 
 

Glen Naylor (VIC) (Lyrics Category)  
 

Kelly Cork (QLD) (Open Category) 
 

Tony Murphy, Jennifer Matthews, Paul Harris (QLD) (Rock/Indie-Joint) 
 

David Hinds & Lyn Hinds (NSW) (Rock/Indie Category-Joint) 
 

Jacques Gentil (VIC) (Spiritual Category) 
 

Anna Van Riel (NSW) (Songs For Children Category) 
 

Sophia Chesworth (NSW) (Youth Category) 
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