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Chairman’s Message 

 
Hello all Members, 

 
This year has started out very well for the ASA.  

 

I was recently interviewed on Canberra ABC Drive 

program regarding the Australian Songwriters 
Association, and our ‘Hall Of Fame’. It seems that the 

Australian music industry is now taking our Awards 

Night and our ‘Hall Of Fame’ very seriously, with lots 

of speculation as to who will be the 2017 recipient/s.  

 
That means that all the hard work your Directors have 

put in over many years is now starting to be 

recognised, with the ASA forging ahead as the leading 

grass roots Songwriters Association in this country.  
 

Plans are under way for the 2017 ‘Australian 

Songwriting Contest’.  Director and Secretary Clare Burgess is now hard at work 

coordinating Sponsors and Prizes, and negotiating with online providers, etc. It 
promises to be a blockbusting comp, with a host of goodies (including cash) to be 

won. When I see some of the incredible array of musical instruments and equipment 

up for grabs, I know that the ASA is helping to give Songwriters more ‘tools of the 

trade’ in their pathway to the top. Don’t miss out this year, and let everyone else 
know about it too. 

 

Bringing the ‘National Songwriting Awards Evening’ date for this year was discussed 

at the last Board Meeting, and was considered favourably. We have now begun to 

put plans into operation to bring this about. I mention this so all Members can make 
a note that it is likely to happen. Of course there will be a formal announcement on 

the ASA Website at the appropriate time. 

 

Our Regional Coordinators are increasing with each passing day. Congratulations and 
welcome to our new faces. Director and ‘Director Of Regional Coordinators’ Gary 

Luck is doing an outstanding job in this regard. We still need an RC for Northern 

Territory though, so come on someone, join our team. 

 
As usual, Vice Chairman and Editor Alan Gilmour, has got a colossal eNewsletter 

ready for your perusal this month, so find some time to read it in its entireaty. 

 

Remember, if you are a Songwriter you should become a Member of the ASA. 

 
Regards, 

Denny Burgess 

Chairman     
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More 2016 National Songwriting Awards Photos 
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2016 Australian Songwriters Hall Of Fame: Acceptance Speech By Tina 

Hutchence On Behalf of Michael Hutchence 

 
Photos: Glenn A Baker inducting Michael Hutchence and Andrew Farris into 

The Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame, and Tina Hutchence accepting the 

award on behalf of her late brother, Michael Hutchence. 
 

Those who attended the 2016 National Songwriting Awards will remember Tina 

Hutchence’s heartfelt acceptance speech on behalf of her late brother, Michael 

Hutchence, on his induction into The Australian Songwriters Hall Of Fame. 

 
The induction was once again carried out by ASA Patron, Glenn A Baker, who gave a 

detailed speech about both of the inductees, Michael Hutchence and Andrew Farriss. 

 

Tina Hutchence, on behalf of Michael, responded by telling her own very personal 
story about Michael. The venue was silent. You could have heard a pin drop. She 

received a standing ovation. 

 

Here is Tina Hutchence’s speech: 
 

“My brother, Michael, was not a great student, but from the time he could read and 

write, he wrote poetry. His teachers didn’t appreciate this. He would come home with 

report cards saying “Michael is a dreamer. Michael needs to tend to his studies. And 

Michael will never make a living writing poetry.  
 

That boy who didn’t pay attention in class, went on to command the attention of an 

audience of 74,000 in London’s Wembley Stadium. So much for the kid who’d never 

make a living writing poetry.  
 

Michael knew how to command the stage. He had that magic, he had that radiant 

energy.  He could hold an audience in the palm of his hand, and it seems tonight he 

still can. He had charisma, a rock star persona, but underneath it all, he was just a 
man, and it’s his humanity, I believe, still lives on in his songs. It’s his humanity, 

that in the end, set him apart. His wild and tender heart, set so raw against the 

world.  
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I’m so appreciative of this prestigious 

award for Michael, and I know he would 

have been. Michael was a wordsmith. He 
had boxes jammed with paper. He wrote 

on envelopes, match book covers, paper 

napkins. They would all be covered with 

incoherent sentences, strange ramblings 
and a few words of wisdom, brilliance.  

 

Cleaning a table after Michael had sat there 

was like taking a glimpse into his wonderful 
mind. Between the ash trays and the wine 

glasses, were fragments of poetry. It was 

like finding diamonds in the rubble.  

 
Michael was in love with people. He loved 

conversations in all its forms. He loved to 

listen, he loved to learn, most of all he 

loved to love. It’s the place he knew best. 

It’s the place he used to write his lyrics. 
Michael was in love with people and it 

showed. He wrote of yearning for love, 

eternal love, passionate love, unrequited 

love, lost love, found love, sexual love. 
 

Recently, a fan wrote “When Michael sings ‘not enough time for all that I want for 

you’, it makes me wish that I could find that love, that somebody would love me that 

deeply”.  And it gives me pause to think that maybe there’s someone out there, and 
that’s what Michael’s lyrics did, they spoke to people.  

 

Andrew (Farriss) and Michael had something special. It wasn’t a conventional 

songwriting relationship. They were rarely in the same room and quite often not on 

the same continent. One weekend in the mid-eighties, Michael and I were at a 
barbeque at Andy’s place, and the boys disappeared into another room, and about 

an hour later, Michael emerged with an arm full of tapes. He came over to me, took 

the drink out of my hand, and said “where are your keys, sweet thing? There’s no 

time for this. I’ve got about thirty tapes and thirty days to slice the words together”. 
 

As songwriters, Andrew and Michael had a rare chemistry. Andrew was as prolific a 

composer as Michael was a poet. Together, they created the music of INXS. It was a 

creative union that bore many, many children they were like alchemists, the two of 
them, with their band, turning base metal into gold, time and time again.  

 

So, why are we here tonight, honouring the work of a man who is no longer here? 

Well, Vincent Lamaro, himself a songwriter, and a big fan, said to his friend Rosanda  
 

Herbert, who was also a big fan, “We need to get a statue for Michael. There’s 

nothing here to remember him by.” So, Rosanda started calling around, and in the 

course of that, she spoke to Clare Burgess of the ASA, and Clare happened to 

mention that several times they had wanted to honour Andrew and Michael, but for 
one thing, the composer needs to sing two songs, and they’ve never awarded this 

posthumously before.  
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So, I said “How about we have one of Michael’s friends sing the songs for him?” And, 

fortunately, the ASA agreed. I said “How about Jon Stevens, that would be great?” 
And, Clare said “That would be wonderful if I could do that”, and I said “I can do 

that”. I hadn’t spoken to Jon probably in a decade. I didn’t really know him that well.  

 

We had a mutual friend, Iggy, and within hours, John had called me and said that he 
would be honoured to sing for Michael.  

 

I learned a lot in this process. Never discount the determination of fans, nor should 

you ever give up on your dream, no matter how insurmountable it seems.  
 

So, thank you Vincent and Rosanda and Clare and Iggy and Jon. And thank you 

Glenn, and all the members and Directors of the ASA for making this possible. This 

means more than you know. While Michael may have become a rock star, may have 
conquered the world, the place where it mattered most is right here. He was very 

proud to be an Australian.  

 

Nineteen years ago, Michael returned to Australia to perform some concerts with 

INXS, his last concerts with INXS, and as we know, tragedy struck, and he never got 
to perform. But tonight, with the acknowledgement of the industry, my brother, 

Michael, comes home, and that means everything.  

 

Thank you.” 
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2016 Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame: Acceptance Speech by 

Andrew Farriss 

 
Andrew Farriss of INXS was inducted into The Australian Songwriters Hall Of Fame, 
along with Michael Hutchence, at the 2016 National Songwriting Awards. The 

following is Andrew’s acceptance speech: 

 

“Hello to everyone and to fellow songwriters at the 2016 National Songwriting 

Awards. I’d love to be there with you tonight, but I’m currently overseas writing for 
my own recording project.  

 

Songwriting is my life. I’ve been lucky enough to have written songs since I was 14 

years old, and even luckier to have shared them with the world. Songs like Need You 
Tonight, New Sensation, Original Sin, Beautiful Girl and Never Tear Us Apart. 

Throughout my career, I have performed these songs, and many more, to millions, 

and toured the world with my brothers in INXS. Songwriting has provided me with 

some of my most treasured memories, including writing with Michael Hutchence. I 
miss my friend dearly every day. 

 

I’d like to thank those who have supported my songwriting and the band’s career 

over so many years, and I’m still creating songs that I’m proud of every day.  
 

I’m humbled to accept this award tonight and I thank all those who have given and 

continue to show respect for myself and the band. I want to wish you a great night 

and a safe holiday season for yourself and your families. Thank you.” 



9 

 

Anna Van Riel: 2016 Winner of the Songs For Children Category 

 
Australian/New Zealand dual citizen, Anna Van Riel, was the winner of the 2016 

Songs For Children Category, with her song, Cooking Up A Song. We recorded an 

interview with Anna prior to the 2016 National Songwriting Awards. 

 
ASA: We have with us Anna Van Riel, who is the winner this year, of the Songs For 

Children Category, with her song, Cooking Up A Song.  

 

Welcome, Anna.  Can you tell us a bit about the song? 

 
Anna: I’m very excited to be here at the Awards and very excited about the song 

being out there for children. It’s a very interactive song, with actions and lots of 

imagination.  

 
Cooking Up A Song came to me when I was in the kitchen, cooking dinner for my 

own two children, and it was just the idea that if you use imagination and movement 

and action and rhythm, and all the fundamentals of music, you can put them all in a 

big mixing bowl and cook up your own song. I really love encouraging children to 
make songs up and in fact my daughter’s made up a song which is the first track of 

my children’s album. 

 

ASA: And what’s your recipe for making songs? 

 
Anna: A lot of my songs actually write themselves. A little riff or a little rhyme will 

get in my head and it just expand from there. I don’t know if I have a recipe. It just 

enjoy it and it comes to me. 

 



10 

 

ASA: And you write in multiple 

genres, not just children’s songs? 

 
Anna: Yes, I do actually. I did get 

shortlisted in the ASA contest for 

Contemporary Pop and in the 

Australia Category as well, so that 
was pretty neat. I like having a play 

with everything.  

 

ASA: And in terms of your 
songwriting, do ideas just come into 

your head or do you have a regime 

where you’ll sit down for an hour each 

day and concentrate on your 
songwriting? 

 

Anna: I’d love to be able to sit down 

for an hour a day! It’s “Mum!!!” 

(laughs) so I don’t often get the 
chance. But often my songwriting is 

based on a feeling, sometimes a 

dream, something somebody says 

that is really cool, or something that 
will get in my head and I can’t let go. 

Songs come to me really fast, so 

usually I just scribble it down. It’s 

almost like it cannels in from 
somewhere else and I’m just the 

vessel.  

 

ASA: So once it’s in your head, do you record in a studio, or do you record at home? 

 
Anna: I do record in a studio. I often record a demo. My phone is full of ridiculous 

memos of songs, and I use them so I don’t lose the idea, and I take it into the studio 

and record it. 

 
ASA: And where are you hoping that your songwriting and recording is going to take 
you? 

 

Anna: Well, children’s music, I’ve been doing it for years. The album is a new 

release, so I’d like to take the children’s music to Europe and do more festivals, and 
then there’s a fantastic support of singer/songwriter network there, so it would be a 

great place to be. But as long as where I go, I can take my family with me, that’s the 

goal.  

 
ASA: So, would you like to become another Wiggles? 

 

Anna: Another Wiggles? I’d like to think that I can be Anna Van Riel (laughs). 

 
ASA: Well, I can guarantee that you are! Thanks, Anna. 
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Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
Central Coast NSW 13 February 2017, Tall Timbers Hotel 

 

 

 



12 

 

Hobart TAS 10 February 2017, The Homestead 
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Regional Queensland 6 March 2017, Mary’s Commercial Hotel, Dalby QLD 
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Yarra Valley VIC 2 March 2017, The Who Club, Warburton VIC 
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Gympie QLD 3 March 2017, 26 Channon St, Gympie QLD 
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Sponsors Profiles: 
 

Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club 
 

Thanks to major sponsor, the Wests Ashfield Club. Thanks to major sponsor, the 

Wests Ashfield Club.  
 

A premier entertainment and dining venue, and home of Wests Tigers and Wests 

Magpies Rugby League teams, Wests Ashfield is an excellent place to visit in 

Sydney’s inner west.  
 

Not only supporting a host of local sporting and youth-related activities, the Club lifts 

itself above the rest by also being a “Patron of the Arts”, as demonstrated by its 

incredible ongoing sponsorship of the ASA. All music lovers are encouraged to return 
the favour by becoming a member of Wests Ashfield, and at very least, indulging 

yourself by enjoying some of the culinary delights the Club has on offer. 

 

 
 

Recently voted in the Good Food Guide Top 10 Yum Cha restaurants in Sydney, 

Golden Times Chinese Restaurant hustles and bustles during the lunch time peak 

offering a huge variety of traditional and western yummy dumplings, buns and 

noodles. 

Upon sun set it turns into an A la carte restaurant where you can make your 

selection of fresh seafood from the tanks to be made fresh to your liking by one of 

their many talented chefs. 

Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS 

Thanks also to major sponsor, 
APRA/AMCOS, for sponsoring, and 

presenting, the APRA ASA Songwriter of the 

Year Award at the 2016 National 

Songwriting Awards. APRA AMCOS 
generously provides prize money of $3,000 

to the winner/s, which this year, were 

Donna Dyson and Damien Leith. 
 

If you write music, you should become a 

member of APRA AMCOS. It’s free to join, 

and once you do, APRA AMCOS can help 

you make money from your music. Become 
part of a collective community of 87,000 songwriters! 
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Black Pearl Studios (Melbourne, VIC) 

 
Tucked away in quiet and unassuming suburban Moorabbin is Melbourne’s best-kept 

secret, Black Pearl Studios. This hidden treasure is Melbourne’s newest premiere 
recording studio; housing one of the world’s largest collections of modern, vintage 

and boutique instruments. 

 

Black Pearl Studios offers its clients a truly unique recording experience in a state of 

the art environment. The studio was designed with the help of world-class theoretical 
acousticians and environmental sound specialists, and constructed in Melbourne by 

qualified Victorian builders. The project was completed in January 2012, and since 

has steadily carved a reputation as a studio of the highest calibre, with a gear list 

that would attract the envy of the famous Abbey Road.  
 

The fully equipped turnkey recording studio boasts two large acoustically designed 

studio rooms, providing clients with an exceptional creative space and a chance to 

record with an unrivalled collection of top quality gear. The services available include 
live recording, mixing and production, with access to on-site services including the 

legendary Black Pearl mobile studio van. 

 

James North Productions, Brisbane QLD 
 

James North is an award winning 

Australian musician, producer, 

recording and mix engineer who 

works with local, national and 
international acts in his boutique 

studio environment in Brisbane. 

 

Clients of JNP have had radio play 
on all Australian radio networks, as 

well as European and USA 

networks (including satellite) and 

much of Asia. Records that James 
has produced have been sold 

across all continents. 

 

James also contributes to recordings when required as a session grade guitarist, bass 

player, piano/keyboard player and drummer. He is also a professional songwriter, 
arranger and composer and these skills are used daily in the production process. 

 

For further information, visit www.jamesnorthproductions.com.au. 

 

http://www.jamesnorthproductions.com.au/
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Tony Murphy: 2016 Joint Winner of the Rock/Indie Category 

 

There were two sets of winners in the 2016 Rock/Indie Category: Tony Murphy, 

Paul Harris & Jennifer Matthews with “A Viking Smile”; and David Hinds & Lyn 

Hinds with “Crack of the Whip”.  

We’ll be featuring the interview with David & Lyn Hinds in a future edition of the 

magazine, but for now, here’s the interview with Tony Murphy, which was recorded 

on the day of the 2016 National Songwriting Awards: 

ASA: Tell us a bit about your songwriting process? I notice you have two co-writers 

on your winning song, A Viking Smile.  

Tony: That’s right. Fantastic people, Jennifer Matthews is my producer. She works 

closely with her husband, Paul Harris, and Paul Harris is the genius on all of the 

instruments. Jennifer is a whizz on things like the organ, which features heavily on A 

Viking Smile.  

I write the lyrics and I turn up at the studio and get two days to record with them. I 

have a melody and they lay down the bass and drums and we work out the tempo 

and the other instruments that we’ll need, going ahead on Day 2, when we do the 

mix. We do four takes and the mix is done from those takes. 

ASA: You seem to like loud music, Tony?  
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Tony: It varies, actually. It’s just 

whatever grabs me. I usually come up 

with a chorus line or a verse and a 

melody, and then it can take me 

months to actually write the song. I 

do lots of edits and then, I don’t want 

to waste time when I get in the 

studio, so I’m pretty meticulous. 

Even after Day One, and even Day 

Two, they allow me to do some edits, 

and they’re very good that way. So, 

it’s a slow process for me, despite the 

initial inspiration. I might pick it up 

from an ordinary phrase and expand 

on it from there. It does take a lot of 

rhyming dictionaries and a of listening 

to music, I do a lot of research.  

A couple of my songs about the 

Whisky Au Go Go (Brisbane) fire-

bombing, I spent months researching 

that and getting all sorts of opinions. I 

came to my own conclusion about that 

which might not please everybody, 

but it is what it is from the research 

that I did. 

I also did another song about Shirley Brifman, who was an infamous prostitute, and 

madam, in Kings Cross, who was working for the police. She was murdered for being 

a whistle blower. I like those stories. It’s easier for me, being a new writer, to grab a 

story and turn it into a song that way. 

ASA: And do you write any lyrics from personal experiences? 

Tony: A song on the album, Blowing The Lid, is Danceland, and it goes right back to 

first kiss, first dance, Normie Rowe doing Shakin’ All Over on the stage on Danceland 

in Coolangatta. Thousands of people would have experienced it in those days in the 

mid-Sixties, late-Sixties. They would have had their first romance there, as I did. So, 

Danceland is about that first romance and I think it would echo with a lot of people’s 

memories of that venue. 

ASA: So, where are you hoping this all takes you? 

Tony: It’s an expensive thing to do, and now I’m a pensioner, I probably need some 

income from what I’ve already done before I progress, but I’m still writing songs, 

and I believe the best ones are still to come. Maybe through Wax Lyrical, I can find 

some Musos to turn those lyrics into music and save myself the expense of going 

into the studio.  

ASA: Thanks, Tony. 
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Members News and Information 

1. Songwriters Meeting Point 

Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is 

looking to pursue musical collaboration 

with like-minded composers. Patrick can 

be contacted at  

Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com. 

ASA member, Henry Hamad, is a 

lyricist who is looking for someone who 

would like to add music to his lyrics. If 

you can help Henry, please contact him 

on henry.hamad@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist 

who is seeking a composer to help 

create songs from her lyrics. If you can help, please contact Donna on 

donna_hotz@hotmail.com. 

Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is looking for a co-writer. His musical likes are 

“ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever 

project.” 
 

“I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has sent us 

some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested. 

Bob can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Tony Bogan is a lyricist, who is looking to team up with a 

musician/composer, to put music to his words. 

Tony writes: “I have a collection of around 40 song lyrics I have written of varying 

ideas or themes (not boring love songs either) and I really want to team up with 

some good musos/composers ASAP.” 
 

“Two in particular I would like to get written with a view to getting someone to sing 

one of them on a talent show - e.g. The Voice or Who's Got Talent in the UK given 

their global themes.” 
 

Tony can be contacted on 0488 443 155 and tonydb71@gmail.com. 

 

Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:henry.hamad@gmail.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:hbmarvin@gmail.com
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tonydb71%40gmail.com
mailto:alang@asai.org.au
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2. APRA Professional Development Awards 2017 

 

GAME-CHANGING OPPORTUNITY FOR 

SONGWRITERS + COMPOSERS 

APRA AMCOS is proud to announce the return of the biennial APRA Professional 

Development Awards, a career boosting initiative which has helped further the 

musical success stories of Gotye, Abbe May, screen composer Caitlin Yeo, Husky 

Gawenda, Georgi Kay, Jack Carty, Ngaiire, Morgan Evans and many more. 

This year, a new Dance/Electronic category has been added to the APRA Professional 

Development Awards, bringing the total number of awards to nine. Each recipient 

will receive a $15,000 cash prize to support their development. 

Applications are now open to emerging songwriters and composers across the 

following categories: 

 Popular Contemporary (three awards are given in this category which 
covers pop, rock, blues, folk, hip hop and R&B) 

 Country 

 Jazz 
 Classical 

 Dance/Electronic 

 Film and Television 

 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

APRA AMCOS is also pleased to announce that the Smugglers of Light initiative will 

return in 2017 with the Music and Media Award providing a promising Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander music or media practitioner with a grant of $12,000. 

The Smugglers of Light Foundation has been set up in memory of Eli Westlake aged 

21, who was tragically killed in Sydney in 2008. 

Applications for the awards close on Thursday 27 April, 2017. 

For more information and to apply, visit apraamcos.com.au/awards/2017-

awards/pda/. 

http://apraamcos.com.au/awards/2017-awards/pda/apraamcoscomausol/
http://apraamcos.com.au/awards/2017-awards/pda/
http://apraamcos.com.au/awards/2017-awards/pda/
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3. ASA Musical Chairs 

 
Melinda J Wells, formerly the ASA Regional Co-

Ordinator for Dalby QLD, has now taken up her 

new post as ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for 

Gympie QLD. Photos from her first Wax Lyrical 

event in Gympie are in the Wax Lyrical Roundup 

section of the magazine. 

Melinda has also taken up the position of the 

Festival Director of the Gympie Music Muster.  

The ASA would like to thank Melinda for the 

great work that she has done for the ASA in 

Dalby and to wish her the best for her new 

endeavours in Gympie. 

 

Lisa Sutton has now been appointed to replace 

Melinda as the new ASA Regional Co-Ordinator 

for Dalby QLD.  

Welcome Lisa, and all the best for your new role 

in Dalby.  

Some more information on Lisa is included on 

the following page. 

 

 

 

Kerrie Garside, the ASA Regional Co-Ordinator 

for the NSW Central Coast, is moving home to 

the QLD Sunshine Coast, and will become the 

ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for the Sunshine 

Coast.  

13 March 2017 marked the last of Kerrie’s Wax 

Lyrical events in the Central Coast, and photos 

will be posted in the Wax Lyrical Roundup 

section of the magazine. 

The ASA would like to thank Kerrie for the great 

work that she has done for the ASA on the NSW 

Central Coast and to wish her the best for her 

new endeavours on the QLD Sunshine Coast. 
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4. Introducing Lisa Sutton: New ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for Dalby 

QLD 

 

“Hi my name is Lisa Sutton and in would like to tell you a little bit of my background. 
 

I have called Dalby Qld my home for the past 22 years and am very excited to 

announce that my Partner Tony and myself have taken the Wax Lyrical ASA over 

from the wonderful Melinda J Wells within the Dalby surroundings 
 

I was involved in a near fatal motorcycle accident in Aug 2015 which changed my life 

in so many ways, I used to take singing for granted but I can now say that I am a 

Professional singer who loves to sing, it is my passion, I am now fortunate to say 
that singing is my fulltime job as I perform weekly at venues far and wide 

 

I started singing in the country music club when I was 17 and competed in festivals, 

I then performed in 2 duos for 20 years. I have now branched off and become a 
soloist in the last 2 years 

 

Over the last 18 months along with my very supportive partner Tony, we have been 

putting pen to paper and have been writing our original material which I am very 

excited about, Tony has produced and collaborated all of the music for our cd in our 
music studio at home,  

 

Our Cd titled “Fallen Angel” is the very first song that I have ever written and it is 

very close to my heart as it is dedicated to my wonderful Auntie Bev who passed 
away from breast Cancer in 2014 

 

I have taken on this role as I am very passionate about getting original material out 

there and heard, when I would sing at my gigs I used to think that people wouldn’t 
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like to hear our original songs but I was so wrong. The audience loves it and as soon 

as you tell them that you are going to sing an original their ears prick and they are 

captivated and you seem to have their full attention, this makes me super proud 
 

So holding the Wax Lyrical in Dalby gives the chance for others to get their own a 

music out there in a supportive environment and to reach others, there is so much 

talent out there and it is wonderful to hear other people’s music and that’s what I 
love about music and writing because there is never a wrong way or a right way, I 

am only relatively new to song writing but I am very excited about what it holds for 

the future 

 
Thank you for accepting me into the ASA, I look forward to this wonderful 

opportunity 

 

Cheers 
 

Lisa Sutton  

 
5. Gary Luck  

The previous edition of the Australian 

Songwriter mentioned a song that ASA Director, 

Gary Luck, had written about the Bombing of 

Darwin on the 19 February 1942 based largely 

on his father's wartime experiences there.  The 

song is called 'Blood on the Frangipani' and 

Gary got to sing it live at the NT Parliament 

House Library last month during the book re 

launch by author Peter Grose of his famous 

book 'The Bombing of Darwin - An Awkward 

Truth'.  Gary said he felt humbled to be the 

'support act' as it were for the book re launch 

and felt his song provided a nice segue into many of the themes running through 

Peter's important book. 

The following day, Gary performed the song live again at TIO AFL Stadium in Darwin, 

to an enthusiastic audience of veterans and direct descendants of veterans of the 

war on Darwin.  During the six days he was in Darwin for the 75th anniversary 

commemorative activities, he was interviewed, and played the song live to air on 
ABC Radio Darwin and on Territory FM and Darwin FM, as well as provide a recorded 

oral history of his father's involvement in the war and how the song came about to 

the official NT Government Oral Historian.  The week ended with a visit to the new 

Darwin Military Museum where Gary provided yet another live interview for their 

archives and presented the museum with several copies of the CD.  Gary said that 
only 150 copies of this special anniversary re mix were pressed and he now only has 

about twenty left. 



25 

 

The Load Out 

 
This month, The Load Out is posing a question to all readers under the age of thirty. 

There are two album covers* below. We would like you to decide which is the 
original and which is the parody! 

 

*For those who came in late, album covers were much loved cardboard covers for 

vinyl recordings, featuring creative artwork and essential album information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best of luck! 
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Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 
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About Us 
 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 

Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 
accomplished members. 
 

Aims of the Association 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 
 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 
 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 
 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 
 

 To aid the professional development of members; 
 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information 
 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  
 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 
 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Songwriting Awards Night. 
 

 

 

History of the ASA 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 

(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  
 

Today the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry.  
 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 
 

Contact Us 
  

Mail:   Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 
 

Phone/Fax:  (02) 9516 4960 
 

Email:    asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 
 

Website:   www.asai.org.au 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

   www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 
 

Youtube:  www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 
 

Patron:  Glenn A Baker 
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Life Members: Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea, 

Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Brian Henderson 

Ward and Kieran Roberts. 
 

Directors: 
 

Denny Burgess  Chairman 
 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 
Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 

 

Clare Burgess  Director and Secretary 
 

Gary Luck   Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Wendy J Barnes Yarra Valley VIC  wendyb@asai.org.au 
 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Sydney NSW   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Garry Bagnell  Gold Coast QLD  garryb@asai.org.au 
 

Kerrie Garside  Central Coast NSW  kerrieg@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Ford  Northern Rivers NSW  wendyjf@asai.org.au 
 

Ewan James  Northern Rivers NSW  ewanj@asai.org.au 
 

Mike Cardy  Perth WA   mikec@asai.org.au 
 

Melinda J Wells Gympie QLD    melindajw@asai.org.au 
 

Lisa Sutton  Dalby QLD   lisas@asai.org.au 
 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Adelaide SA   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Trevor Shard  Melbourne VIC  trevors@asai.orgeau 
 

Webmaster: 
 

Dean Mackin, F1 Internet Services, (0409 240 660) 
 

APRA/ASA Australian Songwriters of the Year 2016: 
 

    

Donna Dyson (QLD) and Damien Leith (NSW) 
 

Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 2016: 
 

    

Alex Tobin (NSW) 
 

PPCA Live Performance Award Winners 2016: 
 

Kristie James (NSW) and The Bounty Hunters (NSW) 
 

 

 

mailto:kerrieg@asai.org.au
mailto:wendyjf@asai.org.au
mailto:melindajw@asai.org.au
mailto:angelop@asai.org.au
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Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame:  
 

2016: Andrew Farriss and Michael Hutchence (INXS) 
 

2015: Johnny Young 
 

2014: Kate Ceberano 
 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 
 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)  
 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 
 

2010: Richard Clapton 
 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 
 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 
 

2007: Brian Cadd 
 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (LRB)  
 

2005: Russell Morris 
 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 
 

Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners 2016: 
 

Donna Dyson & Damien Leith (QLD & NSW) (Australia Category) 
 

Karen Guymer (VIC) (Ballad Category - Joint)  
 

David King & Jessica Allen (NSW) (Ballad Category - Joint) 
 

John Bok (VIC) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category) 
 

Kristy James (NSW) (Country Category) 
 

Tamsin Cantwell (VIC) (Folk/Acoustic Category) 
 

Terry Bennetts (WA) (Instrumental Category - Joint) 
 

Ray Saunders (VIC) (Instrumental Category – Joint) 
 

Michael McGee & Jeff Oxford (USA) (International Category) 
 

Glen Naylor (VIC) (Lyrics Category)  
 

Kelly Cork (QLD) (Open Category) 
 

Tony Murphy, Jennifer Matthews & Paul Harris (Rock/Indie – Joint) 
 

David Hinds & Lyn Hinds (NSW) (Rock/Indie Category - Joint) 
 

Jacques Gentil (VIC) (Spiritual Category) 
 

Anna Van Riel (NSW/NZ) (Songs For Children Category) 
 

Sophia Chesworth (NSW) (Youth Category) 
 

This publication is © 2017 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc.,  

ABN 12 140 838 710, and may not be re-used without permission.  The 

views expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers and may not 
necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. The ASA acknowledges and thanks 

all sources from which information for this magazine was obtained. 


