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 Chairman’s Welcome 
 

 

Hi Everybody, 

 

We’re sure most of you will know by now that the 2017 

Australian Songwriting Contest has closed. This year, we 

have had a record number of entries, which speaks 

wonders for the reputation the ASA Contest has, not only 

in this country, but all over the world. This means that 

any songwriters who do well in this competition will 

enhance their status as composers for all the world to see.  

We now commence the judging stage, which is quite an 

exhaustive process, but highly exciting at the same time. 
 

The Venue for this year’s ‘National Songwriting Awards’ 

Evening has at last been confirmed. It will be at 

Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club (an awesome place) 

on Wednesday 22 November 2017. Further details are to 

be found in this missive. This is some weeks sooner than 

the 2016 night, and is bound to be a sell-out, so get your 

tickets early and don’t miss out. 

 

The ASA continues to go from strength, with new Regional Co-ordinators from Cairns 

and Gippsland, joining our ranks. Check them out in this epistle, and if you live anywhere 

nearby, get in touch with them. 

 

In the interim, hope to see you at the Wax Lyricals all over Australia. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Denny Burgess 

 

Chairman 
 

Editor’s Message 
 

Welcome to the July 2017 edition of The Australian Songwriter. 

 

This edition features interviews with Rock/Indie co-winners, David & Lyn Hinds, and 

Contemporary Pop/Dance Category winner, John Blok. We also have a profile on ASA 

member and country music singer/songwriter, Lucy Pace. Mark Cawley also joins us 

once again, for his monthly songwriters’ blog. 

 

The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and 

readers of the magazine. If you have anything that you would like to say about yourself, 

other songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, simply send 

your contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au. 
 

Cheers, 

 
Alan Gilmour 

Editor and Vice Chairman 

mailto:alang@asai.org.au
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2017 National Songwriting Awards Announcement 
 

 
With the 2017 Australian Songwriting Contest now closed, and judging underway, it’s 

time to turn our attention to the 2017 National Songwriting Awards. 
 

The 2017 National Songwriting Awards will be held on 22 November 2017, at 6.30 

pm for a 7.00 pm start, at Sydney’s Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club, 20-26 

Canterbury Road, (Cnr. Crinan Street), Hurlstone Park NSW 2193. 

 

You'll find free, secure car parking at the Northern Car Park, located just off Canterbury 

Road, at the Wattle Lane intersection. You will also find parking at the Crinan Street 

Carpark. 
 

The venue is conveniently located just 15 minutes from the Sydney CBD and Airport. 

 

The venue offers some of the best facilities that we have experienced for lighting and 

sound quality. Seating in The Starlight Auditorium is limited to 450 people, so you’ll 

need to get in quick. 

 

Early Bird tickets at the price of $100 each (saving of $40) are currently available. 

Please contact the ASA National Office with on asanationaloffice@asai.org.au. Please 

write TICKET BOOKING in the Subject line of your email. 

 

Category winners will be invited to perform on the night. The Lyrics Category winner 

will have their composition displayed in written form on the night. 

 

The following winners will also be announced: 
 

Songwriter of the Year 

Judged from the 1st place getters of each category. Separate entry is not required. 

Sponsored by APRA/AMCOS. Winner receives: $3,000 cash for APRA and an Easys 

Trophy. 

 

Rudy Brandsma Award 

All entrants who are ASA members qualify for nomination to receive this great 

honour. 

Sponsored by Maton Guitars. Winner receives: Maton SRS60C worth $1899 

 
PPCA Live Performance Award 

Judged and sponsored by PPCA, for the best live performance at the National 

Songwriting Awards. Winner receives: $500 cash 

 

We will shortly be announcing the names of the 2017 inductee into The Australian 

Songwriters Hall of Fame, as well as the 2017 Special Guest Artist. 

mailto:asanationaloffice@asai.org.au
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David & Lyn Hinds: 2016 Joint Winners Of The Rock/Indie Category 

David Hinds and Lyn Hinds were the joint winners of the 2016 Rock/Indie category. 

We caught up with them for a chat prior to the awards night. 

 

ASA: Welcome to you both, your winning song is Crack Of The Whip. Tell us a bit 

about the song? 

 

Lyn: Basically, it’s about the convicts coming out to Australia, and sailing into Botany 

Bay, and all of that was involved with those times: the cat-of-nine-tails, and whipping 

would have been part of those times. 

 

David: We actually came up with the title first. We thought it was a really a strong 

title for a rock song. We made sure there was no other song with that title. We couldn’t 

find anything, so we knew we could use it. 

 

The next step was what to write the song about. We had a few scenarios in mind, 

including the bullock teams, Roman slave galleys, then Lyn said why don’t we make it 

really Aussie, and write it about the convicts coming out. We thought that would have 

good Australian content and a good storyline, so that’s how it came about. 
 

ASA: And you have set it to music, the likes of which the convicts would have never 

heard in their times? 
 

David: That’s true, we have given it some hard rock edges. 

 

ASA: So, who is it that’s comes up with that hard pounding rock? 
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Lyn: David is the riff man, he is responsible for that. 

 

David: Being the guitar player, I am usually the one who comes up with the riffs. Lyn 

is the one who comes up with a big proportion of the lyrics. We do collaborate. This 

particular song was defiantly a co-write, lyrically. 

 

Lyn: We just sat around our dining table and put it all together and it all fell into place. 

 

David: When we had put both melody and guitar riffs together, and had a structure, 

we always have a rehearsal with our band, The Bounty Hunters. We bring our 

drummer, Rob, in and play him what we have got, and he puts the drum beats to it. 

 

ASA: Lyn, you did the vocals? 

 

Lyn: Yes, lead vocals 

 

David: And Lyn also does bass, our own Susie Quarto! 
 

Lyn: I love it. We have had various line ups. David and I have worked as a duo, and 

in Bounty Hunters. We did have a bass player, but I just love strapping the bass on, 

and I love having to think about playing bass, and doing lead vocals at the same time. 

It’s a bit of a challenge. 

 

David: Not too many can do it. 
 

ASA: Yes, it is an art. You better have a chat with Denny Burgess later, I think he has 

also mastered the art. 
 

David: It was out of necessity that Lyn came back to bass, she used to play many 

years ago in an Irish band at the Sydney Hilton. 

 

Lyn: That was many years ago and I hadn’t played for ages. 

 

David: Our bass player had left the band to follow his other commitments, so Lyn 

played bass while we were teaching our drummer the songs. Once we got all the songs 

sorted, Lyn said well who are we now going to get on bass? Rob and I said “You”, so 

we went from a four piece to a three-piece band. 
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ASA: You are performing songwriters, where do you perform? 

 

David: All over. We are based on the mid north coast of NSW, in Port Macquarie, and 

Rob lives in South West Rocks, but we work from Queensland to Melbourne. We are 

actually putting together a Darwin and Top End tour. We have played in New Zealand 

at a jazz festival, and we did the Sydney Blues and Roots Festival. 

 

Festivals are great because you get to do your own stuff, whereas in Pubs and Clubs, 

you have to do a mix of covers, and originals, and sometimes you are just doing 

covers. 

 

ASA: So how does it feel to be the winners this year? 

 

David: It’s just mind blowing. It’s only taken us twenty-six years, but we got a gong, 

and in Rock Indie, we are really thrilled with it. 

 

ASA: So, in terms of your songwriting process, what sort of themes do you prefer to 

write about? 
 

Lyn: Our last album, “Rollercoaster”, was a very emotional album. 

 

David: We both had aging parents who had gotten sick and passed away, so a lot of 

personal emotional things had happened, and we have turned them into songs. 

 

The first album, we collaborated on as a duo. It was called From The Heart, and they 

were romantic love songs, and our first Bounty Hunters album had a lot of personal 

experiences on that also, and then we have the story telling side of things like Crack 

of the Whip. 

 

ASA: Where to next for you guys? 

 

David: Just keeping busy, I guess. We love what we do, and we will travel anywhere. 

We are working every weekend, which is great. We have bookings well into next year 

and we will keep writing. 

 

ASA: Well you just might write another winning song? Thank you both for catching up 

for a chat. 

 

David: It has been such an honour to win this award, because this is such a well- 

respected event, and contest. 
 

Lyn: If it takes another twenty-six years to win again we will be really old, so we are 

grateful we have won one at least. 
 

ASA: Good luck for the future to you both. 

 
Acknowledgement: The cover magazine photo was taken by Anestis Mantzouranis 

at the Rebel Custom Guitars/Bounty Hunters promo photo shoot, and is used with his 

permission. 
 

Anestis Mantzouranis also built the David Hinds Signature Cherry VM guitar, 

and the matching Lyn Hinds bass. 
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Wax Lyrical Roundup 

Central Coast NSW 12 June 2017, Tall Timbers Hotel 
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Northern Rivers NSW 22 May 2017, Lismore Workers Club 
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Sponsors Profiles: 

1. Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club 

Thanks to major sponsor, the Wests Ashfield Club. 

A premier entertainment and dining venue, and home of Wests Tigers and Wests 

Magpies Rugby League teams, Wests Ashfield is an excellent place to visit in Sydney’s 

inner west. 

Not only supporting a host of local sporting and youth-related activities, the Club lifts 

itself above the rest by also being a “Patron of the Arts”, as demonstrated by its 

incredible ongoing sponsorship of the ASA. All music lovers are encouraged to return 

the favour by becoming a member of Wests Ashfield, and at very least, indulging 

yourself by enjoying some of the culinary delights the Club has on offer. 

 

CHRISTMAS IN JULY MAJOR RAFFLE 

SUNDAY, 16TH JULY 2017 

03:30PM TO 05:30PM 

 
$2,500 Christmas in July raffle 

45 prizes to be won including: 

Half legs of ham, roast pork, grocery baskets, deli trays & Eftpos 

cards. 

2. Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS 
 

Thanks also to major sponsor, 

APRA/AMCOS, for sponsoring, and 

presenting, the APRA ASA Songwriter of the 

Year Award at the 2016 National Songwriting 

Awards. APRA AMCOS generously provides 

prize money of $3,000 to the winner/s, which 

this year, were Donna Dyson and Damien 

Leith. 

If you write music, you should become a 

member of APRA AMCOS. It’s free to join, 

and once you do, APRA AMCOS can help  you 

make money from your music.  Become 
part of a collective community of 87,000 songwriters! 
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3. Ashton Music 
 

 

quality sound for an exceptional price. 

 
The Ashton brand of musical instruments 

was born in Sydney, Australia, in 1997. The 

expansive range is designed to ensure that 

you consistently get the best possible sound 

and value. 
 

Designed in Australia by a highly qualified 

team of experts, Ashton’s range of musical 

instruments and sound equipment are built 

to strict quality standards. 
 

All Ashton instruments, systems and 

accessories, are the end-result of countless 

hours of development, research and testing. 

So, whether you’re after a guitar, bass, 

violin, drum kit, keyboard, amplifier, PA 

system or accessories to match, you can  be  

sure  that  you  are  getting  a top- 

 

Ashton instruments are at most local music stores. For more information, go to the 

Ashton Music website at www.ashtonmusic.com. 
 

4. The Australian Institute of Music 
 

The Australian Institute of Music (AIM) 

delivers innovative education for careers in 

the Australian music, entertainment & 

performing arts industries. 
 

With a reputation as a leading independent 

education provider, AIM's music & 

performing         arts         courses         in 

Sydney and Melbourne offer accredited tertiary music degrees through unique industry 

relevant programs. 

 
AIM Sydney 

Beginning as the Sydney Guitar School in 1968, AIM now offers the most diverse range 

of music diplomas, music degrees, and graduate music studies available anywhere in 

Australia. AIM also offers Acting & Theatre Making through Dramatic Arts, AIM High 

Senior Secondary HSC studies, individual music lessons & short courses. 

 
AIM Melbourne 

Beginning in January 2014, AIM Melbourne is fast establishing itself as an innovative 

music school in its own right, with a growing student population, hands-on courses in 

performance, production & management, industry staff and professionally equipped 

facilities. 
 

For more information, contact AIM at www.aim.edu.au. 

http://www.ashtonmusic.com/
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses
http://www.aim.edu.au/future-students/domestic-melbourne
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/Graduate-Studies
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/music-theatre-and-dramatic-arts
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/music-theatre
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/music-theatre
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/AIM-High-School
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/AIM-High-School
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/Open-AIM
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/Open-AIM
http://www.aim.edu.au/courses/Open-AIM
http://www.aim.edu.au/melbourne-courses
http://www.aim.edu.au/
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ASA Member Profile: Lucy Pace 
 

dreams on hold. 

 
 
Lucy Pace is an Australian singer/ 

song writer who has passion for all 

types of music. 

Lucy's recent album, Daydream, tells 

her story, that many can relate to in 

this hectic world we all live in. 

Lucy is a wife, mother, business 

owner, and Mostar DIY girl, who 

never gives up without giving it a go. 

Lucy strives her best doing the 

impossible, originality is known to 

her. 

Lucy grew up in a musical background 

environment and was inspired to 

write and sing her own music. She 

always felt the need to sing her own 

original music because covers were 

never her own to claim. 

Lucy began writing these tracks over 

20 years ago, but due to other 

commitments    she    had    put he

Diagnosed with TMJ disorder was another set-back, for any singer. It's a painful 

nightmare when using your vocal cords. Now with all her life experiences she finally 

pieced together her own life stories. During near completion of her tracks needed an 

ending to each story. Writing more lyrics had bought each song to life. 

In 2016, during the Tamworth Country Music Festival, Lucy performed at some of the 

local nursing homes, and was busking on Peel Street. It was at that moment when 

Lucy realised that country music was her destiny. The missing pieces in her life came 

together naturally. Devoted all her time to her latest album COUNTRY FEVER, from 

track 1 to track 10 written and recorded in that order, her stories from missing the 

country to meant to be. 

Lucy has a total of 2 albums, 6 singles and 2 cover albums. Lucy's performances are 

covers from the 50s & 60s in full costume she will take you back in time, where the 

past is brought to the present. 

 

As Lucy is starting to work on her new album, she has the of it being more relatable 

for her audience, so that everyone can take something personal from it. 

ASA: Can you tell us some of the personal experiences that went into the songs on 

your latest album, Country Fever? 
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Lucy: In early 2014, I recorded my first 

album, Daydream.  My father kept telling 

me to record a country song and pursue 

styles   I   was   influenced   as   a   child.   

I wrote ‘Try A Little Harder’ at Airwaves 

Recording Studios with producer, Michael 

Zammit, whom I've worked with for many 

years had never heard me sing country. 
 

It was at that point, he said "you have to go 

to Tamworth!!". Following from his words, I 

began to play at the Tamworth Festival 

having gained massive experienced busking 

on Peel Street. Not only was this experience 

amazing but it boiled Ideas for my first 

country   album. 
 

 

During the 13-hour drive back home to Melbourne,  I  was missing  the country, and 

‘Country Fever’ was a great title for the album, also first song from the album. 

 
The country had inspired me to write about all I had experienced in Tamworth. Track 

10 ‘Meant to be’, just seemed to complete the album and my journey. I always 

 thought I was living my dreams, but soon realized, I was fulfilling my destiny. 

 

ASA: You've released a couple of songs as singles. How have they been received? 
 

Lucy: It’s Too Late has been an exciting journey for me yet, having produced a music 

video with Dingo Productions was a fantastic experience. I’ve also been fortunate not 

only with the visual aspect but the track is now on high rotation with community radio 

stations. I would say a lot of people can relate to the music video, it     tells     a     

story     which     the     visuals     are     simple     and     quirky. 

 

Back To the Country – it’s fresh and new so I’m excited to see the track evolve live 

and online, having work with an excellent producer ‘Michael Zammit’, he has really 

help    my    sound    evolve    and    made    the    song    writing    process smooth. 
 

ASA: Will you be touring to promote the album? If so, where to? 

 

Lucy: At this stage, I’m not following up with any live shows other than the Tamworth 

festival. I found my place performing last year, my experience from this festival 

painted the way I do things musically and it’s fantastic to go back to your roots. 

 

ASA: Where are you hoping that your music will take you? 

 

Lucy: I’m hoping to open up avenues overseas, especially in Texas, USA. Australia 

has its seasons for country music and I will try my best to follow up with main festivals 

that support local country music. I’ve been considering PR/Agencies to help me brand 

Lucy Pace not only as a household name, but international success is on the cards. 
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Members News and Information 

1. Songwriters Meeting Point 

 

 

 

 
 

Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is 

looking to pursue musical collaboration 

with like-minded composers. Patrick can 

be contacted at 

Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com. 

ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist 

who is seeking a composer to help create 

songs from her lyrics. If you can help, 

please contact Donna on 

donna_hotz@hotmail.com. 

Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is 

looking for a co-writer. His musical likes 

are “ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever 

project.” “I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has sent 

us some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested. Bob 

can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Tony Bogan is a lyricist, who is looking to team up with a 

musician/composer, to put music to his words. 

Tony writes: “I have a collection of around 40 song lyrics I have written of varying 

ideas or themes (not boring love songs either) and I really want to team up with some 

good musos/composers ASAP.” 

 

“Two in particular I would like to get written with a view to getting someone to sing 

one of them on a talent show - e.g. The Voice or Who's Got Talent in the UK given 

their   global   themes.”   Tony   can    be    contacted    on    0488    443    155    and 

tonydb71@gmail.com. 
 

ASA Member, Liz Connolly, is a vocalist, lyricist and songwriter, looking for a Gold 

Coast or Northern NSW based songwriting partner who can help write/co-write 

guitar/piano accompaniments to her songs. 

Liz has a half a dozen songs in a variety of styles (pop, rock, folk, ballads), that she 

has completed or semi-completed using electronic songwriting tools. In 2014, her song 

"Don't be Afraid" was short listed for the ASA song writing competition Contemporary 

Pop/Dance Category but didn’t progress any further. Liz has co- written with Jennifer 

Matthews and Paul Harris from Bignote Productions and sometimes her cover band 

performs her rock/pop song “Hanging with the Boys” at local functions. Liz can be 

contacted at lizconnollymusic@gmail.com or 0409345133 

Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au. 

mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:hbmarvin@gmail.com
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tonydb71%40gmail.com
mailto:lizconnollymusic@gmail.com
mailto:alang@asai.org.au
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2. Winner of the James Linderman’s Book Giveaway 
 

 

The winner of a copy of James Linderman’s book, Song Forms For Songwriters, is 

Geoff Krestensen of Arrawarra Headland NSW. A copy of the book is on its way. 

 

3. More 2016 National Songwriting Awards Videos Now On The ASA 

Youtube Channel 
 

We’ve just placed the following videos of the performances at the 2016 National 

Songwriting Awards on the ASA Youtube channel: 

 

• Australia Category: (Donna Dyson & Damien Leith) 
 

• Country Category: (Kristy James) 
 

• Folk/Acoustic Category: (Tamsin Cantwell) 
 

• Open Category: (Kelly Cork) 
 

• Rock/Indie Category: (David Hinds & Lyn Hinds) 
 

• Rock Indie Category: (Tony Murphy) 

 

• Rudy Brandsma Award: (Alex Tobin) 
 

• Special Guest Artist: (Catherine Britt) 
 

These are in addition to the current 2016 videos on Youtube: 

 

• Jon Stevens’ performance of Never Tear Us Apart 

 

• Christina Hutchence’s acceptance speech on behalf of Michael Hutchence 

 

• Andrew Farriss’s acceptance speech 
 

• Youth Category: (Sophia Chesworth) 

Still more to come. 

So, go to the ASA Youtube channel and check them out. 
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4.  2017 Queen’s Birthday Honours 
 

Here are some of the recipients of 2017 

Queen’s Birthday honours in the music 

industry: 

 
Ann Kirsten Carr-Boyd Member (AM) in 

the General Division 

 
For significant service to the performing 

arts and classical music as a composer, 

pianist, teacher and musicologist. 

 
Peter James Coad (pictured) Medal (OAM) 

in the General Division 

 
For service to the performing arts, 

particularly to country music. 

 
Desree-Ilona Crawford Medal (OAM) in 

the General Division 

 

For service to country music as an entertainer. 

 
Paul Anthony Dellit Medal (OAM) in the General Division 

 
For service to the performing arts in Queensland. 

 
Robert George Potter Medal (OAM) in the General Division 

 
For service to the music industry as a producer, writer and performer. 

 
Moya Simpson Medal (OAM) in the General Division 

For service to the performing arts as an entertainer. 

Damien Shortis Medal (OAM) in the General Division 

For service to the performing arts as an entertainer. 
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5. Julia Marr, New ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for Cairns & Tablelands 

QLD 

 

Julia Marr has been appointed as the new ASA 

Regional Co-Ordinator for Cairns and Tablelands, 

QLD. Julia, (stage name Julia Starr), has been an 

APRA Full Member songwriter for over 20 years, with 

hundreds of songs catalogued. She has awards from 

the TSA and three released albums. 

 

She is a qualified sound engineer and producer, with 

her equipment and own studio. She is dedicated to 

songwriting, performing and giving to the community. 

 
Julia looks forward to connecting with other ASA 

members and songwriters in Cairns who are looking for a place to develop and get 

feedback from their compositions. 

 
We’ll be announcing the venue and times for Wax Lyricals shortly. In the meantime, 

welcome aboard, Julia. 

 
6. Maria Harkins, New ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for Gippsland VIC 

 

Maria Harkins has been appointed as the new ASA 

Regional Co-Ordinator for Gippsland VIC. 

 

Maria has been a songwriter and member of APRA 

since the 1980’s. She wrote her first song at the age 

of 13 and is still writing at 51. Maria appreciates the 

different ways in which writers paint pictures with 

their words and melodies. 
 

Maria is currently a full-time school teacher and 

community member. She has created and executed 

community events from Active Australia day to a 

street parade with 110 floats to celebrate the 

centenary of Federation. She has written articles for 

a maths magazine called Common Denominator, and 

wrote regular articles for her school newsletter and 

the local newspaper. 

 

As a teacher, she speaks in front of groups regularly, publicly speaks at assemblies 

and community groups, such as Rotary. She is a volunteer with the CFA and is the 

Community Liaison Officer and training as a peer support person. 

 

Maria’s songwriting crosses many genres, but predominantly is in the country sound. 

She has a current song that is on Triple J unearthed. 

 

Maria will begin Wax Lyricals in October 2017, following her return from overseas. 

Welcome aboard, Maria. 
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7. Songwriting Business For Sale 

 

Jeni Wallwork is “retiring”, and is selling her 

songwriting business. 

 

This is what you need to know from Jeni: 
 

“Hello fellow songwriters! 

 

I am 'retiring' from active songwriting (as if one 

could ever really do that!) and would like to sell 

my 'songwriting for others' business, Jensong. 

 

I have well over 100 demos of songs, some 

professionally recorded and others my own 

demos, in the pop ballad genre. 

 

Happy to sell all rights as a job lot. 

 

I got into ASA finals with 'Groovy Mover' and lots 

of finals positions in the UK Song Contest. 

 

Most of my songs are at www.soundclick.com/jeniwallwork. Let me know if you're 

interested.” 
 

Kind regards and thanks, 

 

Jeni Wallwork: (jeni.wallwork@jensong.com.au). 

 

8. The Bounty Hunters: An Update 
 

The Bounty Hunters 

were the joint winners 

of the PPCA Award, at 

the 2016 National 

Songwriting Awards, for 

the best live 

performance on the 

night. The Bounty 

Hunters are David 

Hinds, Lyn Hinds and 

Rob Lyons. 

 

David and Lyn are on 

the front cover of this 

edition. 
 

2017 has been a BIG 

year so far for The Bounty Hunters, with their song, Hot on Ya Heels, reaching No 1 

on the US Kings Of Spin chart and No 8 on the US Mainstream Radio Airplay Chart. 

Congratulations, guys! 

http://www.soundclick.com/jeniwallwork
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The US Mainstream Radio Airplay Chart is the most accurate indicator of actual airplay 

spins in the US and Canada, and is used by all the mainstream radio stations to assist 

in their programming. On this chart, they were ahead of international megastars, 

including Ed Sheeran, Katy Perry and Miley Cyrus. 
 

 

David and Lyn Hinds wrote the song, Hot on Ya Heels, a decade ago. In 2016, they 

entered the song in the Your Music Out Loud in the USA international competition and 

placed third runner up. 

 

Over breakfast one day, Lyn asked David if he had ever heard of a song called “Hot on 

Ya Heels”, because she thought it would make a good track. 

 

After breakfast, the couple went for a walk on Lighthouse Beach where they worked 

out the lyrics and each had to remember a verse for the song. 

 

When they got back to the house they pieced together all their ideas to create the 

work. 

 

The Bounty Hunters were then contacted by American music production company, 

Klubjumpers, who wanted to remix the original song for US mainstream radio and the 

dance club market. 

 

The remix track has also taken off worldwide and has been played on mainstream 

radio in Canada, England, Ireland, Israel, Argentina, Italy, New Zealand, Turkey, 

Germany, Bulgaria, Sweden and France. 

 

“It has taken 22 years to become an overnight success”, David said. 

Thanks to Port Macquarie News. 
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9. It Was Thirty Years Ago Today (Well, Almost!) 
 

 
Photo: The ASA Committee in the mid-1980s. (Left to Right): Dominic Crea, 

Alex Bailocki, Noreen Kane, Ron Leigh and Russell Zimmer. 

 

Many thanks to ASA Member, and former magazine editor, Noreen Kane, for suppling 

us with a collection of old ASA magazines and photos from the 1980s for the ASA 

archives. 

 

We’re going to have a bit of fun, and publish a few of the photos, to show how things 

have, and haven’t, changed over the years. 

 

The above photo is of the ASA Committee in the mid-1980s. What a well-dressed and 

professional-looking group they are? 

 

 Note to Denny, Clare, Gary and Ben: we’re going to have to lift our game!  
 

More photos coming up in the next magazine edition. 
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10.  Ekka’s Country Music Showdown 

Our very own 2016 APRA/ASA 

Songwriter of the Year, Donna 

Dyson, is a judge of the Ekka’s 

Country Music Showdown, to be 

held on 20 August 2017.  

Now in its fourth year in 2017, the 

competition is growing to be bigger 

and better every year. The hidden 

gems of Queensland’s country music 

will be unearthed at Ekka’s Country 

Music Showdown Competition.  

Queensland’s rising stars will have 

the chance to showcase their talent 

and get a true live music experience 

when they are backed by live band 

“The Kelly Gang.”  

This year, the Country Music 

Showdown is aiming to optimise the 

experience for young talent, 

providing them with the opportunity 

to foster their talent as they grow 

through music.  

Last year’s competition unearthed 

Felicity Kircher, the Junior Category 

Winner and Heath Milner, the Open 

Category Winner. Heath went on to 

become a contestant on the Voice 

AU, where coach, and music icon, 

Boy George gifted the talented teen a ticket to Nashville to continue his music journey. 

When:  Sunday 20th August 2017 

Where:       Harvest & Hops Stage, Stockmen’s Bar and Grill, Brisbane Showgrounds 

Categories:  Junior Category (12 – 16 years) 

                     Open Category (17 years and over) 

Prizes:            Prize pool worth over $12,500. 

Facebook:   https://www.facebook.com/events/116935645560773/ 

Entry Form: http://www.ekka.com.au/entertainment/country-music-

showdown/contestant-application 

While it is a Queensland competition, they are accepting entries Australia-wide. Many 

of our entries are from NSW or country QLD. 

  

https://www.facebook.com/events/116935645560773/
http://www.ekka.com.au/entertainment/country-music-showdown/contestant-application
http://www.ekka.com.au/entertainment/country-music-showdown/contestant-application
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John Blok: 2016 Winner of the Contemporary Pop Category 

Melbourne songwriter, John 

Blok, was the 2016 winner of the 

Contemporary Pop/Dance 

Category, with his song, Standin’ 

In Line. 
 

John is a non-performing 

songwriter, and his song was 

performed at the National 

Songwriting Awards by singer, 

Stewart Peters. 

 

Photo: John Blok 

 

This is John’s story: 

 

“I was brought up in my early 

years in Belgrave, Melbourne. With parental influence, my musical journey began very 

young. 
 

Apparently playing guitar and singing Warburton Mountain in front of class at 5 years 

old. 

 

From 7 to 10 I learnt piano accordion. And from 13, drums for many years and playing 

in bands.  Eventually learning guitar at 15, as well. 

 

Song writing became a natural progression which began in my teens. Bands such as 

Led Zeppelin, Hendrix and the Beatles being huge influences. 

 

After leaving school I set up a Sound/PA and lighting hiring business. I worked with 

many hundreds of bands locally and interstate travelling extensively. Bands such as 

Weddings, Parties, Anything, the indigenous band, No Fixed Address to name a few. 

On the road, living in a suitcase, was my life sometimes never knowing one day or 

week from another. 
 

These were amazing years indeed. I've rubbed shoulders with many people and met 

many people from all walks of life. 
 

Fast forward 10 years I sold my business, settled down and raised a family. Music took 

a back seat until a decade ago. 

 

Since then I tried my hand writing in many genres including Country, Blues, Gospel as 

well as more traditional rock and pop. 

 

I draw on personal experiences, observation and life in general for ideas. Even TV 

makes a great resource. 
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In writing love, loss and heartbreak songs, I try 

to be more uplifting and quirky rather than too 

introspective and soul searching. I generally 

write off a melody or lyrics and occasionally the 

title helps as the starting point. The album 'Leap 

Of Faith' is my first release at 58. 

 

Besides The Australian Country Songwriters 

Show, so far the album has been on 24/7 

rotation on the Australian Country Radio in 

Gippsland, Victoria and 'Little Things' had been 

number one on their charts for a month. 

 

Other than Standin' In Line being in the ASA 

final, Standin' In Line and Little Things achieved 

semi-final status in the ISC comp. 

 

In the near future, I have another country album 

in the pipeline, and beyond that several albums 

I eventually hope to release. 

 

Photo: Stewart Peters performed the 

winning song at the Songwriting Awards. 

 

 ASA: As a non-performing songwriter, who do you usually get to record your songs?  

 

John: Stewart Peters from Soundshed, Sydney has produced a couple of singles for 

me, but generally I record my own material. 

 

ASA: Who performed your winning song, Standin’ In Line? 

 

John: Co-incidentally, Stewart Peters performed Standin' In Line in the ASA finals. 

Thankfully, he liked the song and agreed to perform at the ASA Awards Night. 

 
ASA: You have a new album of your songs out, featuring Mike Lusk on vocals on the 
country numbers. How did you come across Mike? 

 

John: I contacted Stacy Hogan from A Writers Paradise recording studios in Nashville 

to do three demos for me last year and Mike was the resident singer available. The 

album was completed towards the end of the year and Mike was happy to become the 

official artist of the album. 

 
ASA: Now that you have won a national songwriting award, where do you intend to 
take your songwriting? 

 

John: I have written a new country album to be released mid next year. Currently I'm 

still in the midst of promoting the present album and will continue submitting songs. 

The ASA provides an amazing platform for aspiring songwriters to hone and challenge 

their skills. I entered the comps for many years without success. Winning the award 

was an incredible milestone and a testament to ASA. 
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 Mark Cawley’s Monthly Songwriting Blog 

 
Mark Cawley is a hit U.S. 

songwriter and musician who 

coaches other writers and artists 

to reach their creative and 

professional goals 

through iDoCoach.com. During 

his decades in the music business 

he has procured a long list of cuts 

with legendary artists ranging 

from Tina Turner, Joe Cocker, 

Chaka Khan and Diana Ross to 

Wynonna Judd, Kathy Mattea, 

Russ Taff, Paul Carrack, Will 

Downing, Tom Scott, Billie 

Piper, Pop Idol winners and The Spice Girls. To date his songs have been on more than 

16 million records. 

 

He is also a judge for Nashville Rising Star, a contributing author to USA Songwriting 

Competition, Songwriter Magazine, sponsor for The Australian Songwriters 

Association, judge for Belmont University's Commercial Music program and West Coast 

Songwriter events, Mentor for The Songwriting Academy UK, a popular blogger and, 

from time to time, conducts his own workshops including ASCAP, BMI and Sweetwater 

Sound. Born and raised in Syracuse, NY, Mark has also lived in Boston, L.A., 

Indianapolis, London, and the last 20 years in Nashville, TN. 

 

The Best AND Worst Advice For Successful Songwriting 

 

This is delicate stuff for me. I coach writers all over the world; some with wildly 

different goals, talents, and dreams. For me it’s not as much nuts and bolts as trying 

hard to find real life examples of a successful path--and an equal amount of cautionary 

tales. 
 

As with any advice, I would start with considering the source. Is the person qualified 

to give direction? For me, I always wanted to hear from someone who was in the 

trenches. Someone who had actually been where I wanted to go. I like to flip to the 

back of the book and read the credits before I start “how to”-ing. 

 
Just by virtue of doing what I do, as long as I’ve done it, I’ve built up quite a stash of 

hard-earned wisdom (with plenty of mistakes mixed in). 

 

Let’s start with the best advice: 

 

1. Jump! When you’re stuck, complacent, or just bored creatively; shake things up! 

For me this has meant actually picking up and moving to L.A., London, and Nashville 

over the years. Sometimes with no plan and certainly no plan B! It can be scary, but 

you’re an artist and that’s what artists do sometimes. They jump into the unknown. 

Every jump I’ve ever made has made me a better, and more aware songwriter. It’s as 

important to live and experience things as it is to study and practice your craft. 

http://idocoach.com/
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2. Study the Great Ones. Like most writers I know, I learned by deconstructing 

songs. How are they put together? Why do some relate to so many people and become 

hits? Just the process of breaking down songs and putting them back together gets in 

your DNA as a writer and is bound to make you better. 
 

3. Network. This can be a hard one for us introverts but I promise, those connections 

you make will come back time and time again to be invaluable. I still connect with 

writers I wrote with 20 years ago. They’re great co-writers but more importantly, great 

friends and you need friends to survive in this business. 

 

4. Be Fearless. Maybe the best advice I ever had. The best cuts I’ve ever had, came 

from songs that were written without a “net”. If I surprised myself and loved the result, 

chances are someone else will. 

 

5. Be a good hang. You’re in it for the long run and believe it or not, the writing 

community is smaller than you think! Being prepared, considerate, and a good listener 

makes you someone people want to work with again. Word spreads! 

 

Now the worst advice: 

 

1) Have a plan B. To do this job you have to not be able to not write. See #1 above. 
 

2) Only write what you know. You can argue this, as I have with several of my 

coaching clients. “The only true songs are the songs written from my own personal 

experience”. That’s the argument. I would argue that unless your life is unbelievably 

interesting and eventful, the well will run dry quick. Great to write from real life but 

it’s also pretty cool to make something up sometimes! 

 

3) Focus on being creative, someone else will do that messy “business” part. I tried 

that, doesn’t work. Be a student of the business, it’s your career and no one is going 

to care about your career like you do. 
 

4) Follow the songwriting rules. Obviously, learn ‘em. So, you can break ‘em! Like 

any craft, you want to learn the ABC’s...but then you want to invent some of your own. 

 

5) Great art requires suffering. I’ve written some of my best sad songs when I was 

insanely happy and some of the most upbeat ones when I was down. If you just write 

every day, you’ll experience it all. Promise. 

 

Mark Cawley 

May 19, 2017 

Nashville, Tennessee 

 
iDoCoach is now offering a brand new idea. .  . customised workshops  as 

face-to-face or video conference sessions for groups  large or small,  in 

your home, school or college. Email Mark at mark@idocoach.com to get the 

conversation started on how he can organise a customis ed workshop for 

your group today! 

http://idocoach.com/new-workshops/
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The Load Out 

Whilst we are not generally in favour of toilet humour, we can nevertheless see the 

amusing side to this device. 

It’s ideal for those all-night recording sessions with your guitar buddies, particularly 

if your music sounds like crap. 
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Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 
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About Us 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their art, 

by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 

Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our  accomplished 

members. 

Aims of the Association 

To celebrate the art of songwriting; 

To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 

To provide information and general advice to members; 

To create performance opportunities for members; 

To aid the professional development of members; 

To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information 

To facilitate member transition into the established music industry; 

To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 

To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Songwriting Awards Night. 
 

History of the ASA 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 

(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together. 

Today the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry. 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 

Contact Us 

Mail: Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 

Phone/Fax: (02) 9516 4960 

Email: asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 

Website: www.asai.org.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 

Youtube: www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 

Patron: Glenn A Baker 

mailto:asanationaloffice@asai.org.au
http://www.asai.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/asamusicians
http://www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation
http://www.youtube.com/austsongwriters
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Life Members:  Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea,   Marie 

Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Rob Fairbairn, Brian 

Henderson Ward and Kieran Roberts. 

Directors: 

Denny Burgess Chairman 

Alan Gilmour Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 

Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 

Clare Burgess Director and Secretary 

Gary Luck Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 

Ben Patis Director 

Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Angelo Pash Adelaide SA angelop@asai.org.au 

Ewan James Northern Rivers NSW ewanj@asai.org.au 

Garry Bagnell Gold Coast QLD garryb@asai.org.au 

Hugh Brown Brisbane QLD hughb@asai.org.au 

Julia Marr Cairns & Tablelands QLD juliam@asai.org.au 

Kerrie Garside Sunshine Coast QLD kerrieg@asai.org.au 

Lisa Sutton Dalby QLD lisas@asai.org.au 

Maria Harkins Gippsland VIC mariah@asai.org.au 

Matt Sertori Hobart TAS matts@asai.org.au 

Melinda J Wells Wide Bay Burnett QLD melindajw@asai.org.au 

Mike Cardy Perth WA mikec@asai.org.au 

Paul Vella Central Coast NSW paulv@asai.org.au 

Sandy Bennett Newcastle NSW sandyb@asai.org.au 

Trevor Shard Melbourne VIC trevors@asai.org.au 

Wendy J Barnes Yarra Valley VIC wendyb@asai.org.au 

Wendy J Ford Northern Rivers NSW wendyjf@asai.org.au 

   

  2016 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriters of the Year 

Donna Dyson (QLD) and Damien Leith (NSW) 

2016 Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 

Alex Tobin (NSW) 

  2016 PPCA Live Performance Award Winners 

Kristie James (NSW) and The Bounty Hunters (NSW)

mailto:angelop@asai.org.au
mailto:ewanj@asai.org.au
mailto:garryb@asai.org.au
mailto:hughb@asai.org.au
mailto:juliam@asai.org.au
mailto:kerrieg@asai.org.au
mailto:lisas@asai.org.au
mailto:mariah@asai.org.au
mailto:matts@asai.org.au
mailto:melindajw@asai.org.au
mailto:mikec@asai.org.au
mailto:paulv@asai.org.au
mailto:sandyb@asai.org.au
mailto:trevors@asai.org.au
mailto:wendyb@asai.org.au
mailto:wendyjf@asai.org.au
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Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame: 

2016: Andrew Farris and Michael Hutchence (INXS) 

2015: Johnny Young 

2014: Kate Ceberano 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel) 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 

2010: Richard Clapton 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 

2007: Brian Cadd 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (Little River Band) 

2005: Russell Morris 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 

 
2016 Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners: 

Donna Dyson & Damien Leith (QLD & NSW) (Australia Category) 

Karen Guymer (VIC) (Ballad Category - Joint) 

David King & Jessica Allen (NSW) (Ballad Category - Joint) 

John Blok (VIC) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category) 

Kristy James (NSW) (Country Category) 

Tamsin Cantwell (VIC) (Folk/Acoustic Category) 

Terry Bennetts (WA) (Instrumental Category - Joint) 

Ray Saunders (VIC) (Instrumental Category – Joint) 

Michael McGee & Jeff Oxford (USA) (International Category) 

Glen Naylor (VIC) (Lyrics Category) 

Kelly Cork (QLD) (Open Category) 

Tony Murphy, Jennifer Matthews & Paul Harris (QLD) (Rock/Indie – Joint) 

David Hinds & Lyn Hinds (NSW) (Rock/Indie Category - Joint) 

Jacques Gentil (VIC) (Spiritual Category) 

Anna Van Riel (NSW/NZ) (Songs For Children Category) 

Sophia Chesworth (NSW) (Youth Category) 



31  

Australian Songwriters Of The Year & Rudy Brandsma Award Winners 
 

The title of Songwriter/ Song of the Year was first awarded in 1980, following the 

establishment of the ASA in late 1979. 

The Rudy Brandsma Award was first awarded in 1983, following the passing of 

ASA co-founder, Rudy Brandsma, that year. 
 

 Songwriters Of The Year Rudy Brandsma Award Winners 

2016 Donna Dyson & Damien Leith Alex Tobin 
2015 Karen Guymer George Begbie 

2014 Rick Hart Robert McIntosh 
2013 Jacques Gentil Dani Karis 
2012 Andrew Winton Melia & Nerida Naughton 
2011 Brian Chapman Katie Hardyman 
2010 Kate Rowe Karen Guymer 

2009 Tony King Kate Lush 
2008 Jason Campbell-Smith Jo-Kelly Stephenson 

2007 Simon Shapiro Brenda-Lee Heathcote 
2006 Emma Joleen Daniel Arvidson 
2005 Michael Maher K’Crasher 

2004 Trish Delaney-Brown Callee Mann 
2003 Contest Not Held Contest Not Held 
2002 Kyls Burtland Sara Downs 
2001 Helen Mottee Keith Armitage 

2000 Andrew Horabin Tomino Speciale 
1999 Alf Tuohy Mike Kidd 
1998 Kyls Burtland Not Known 
1997 Xanthe Littlemore Michael Waugh 
1996 Mark Crocker Felicity Hunt 

1995 Rob Pippan Sharon Bothe 
1994 Danny Hooper & Steve Cole Nigel Foote 

1993 Not Known Billy Dettmer 
1992 Not Known John Cooney 
1991 Not Known Not Known 
1990 Ian Paulin Jane Robertson 

1989 Steve Wade Not Known 
1988 Steve Wade Steve Wade 
1987 Not Known Not Known 

1986 Rob Stambulic Stu Storm 
1985 Ross Nicholson & John Coco Steve Wade 
1984 Not Known Debbie Bignell & Tony Stark 
1983 Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell 
1982 Not Known N/a Commenced in 1983 
1981 Not Known N/a Commenced in 1983 

1980 Not Known N/a Commenced in 1983 
1979 N/a Commenced in 1980 N/a Commenced in 1983 

 

This publication is © 2017 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc., 

ABN 12 140 838 710, and may not be re-used without permission. The 

views expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers, and may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. The ASA acknowledges and thanks 

all sources from which information for this magazine was obtained. 


