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Chairman’s Message 

It is that time of the year when the excitement starts 

to mount, because the 2019 Australian Songwriting 

Contest is about to get underway. A regular visit to 
the ASA Website will give you all the details, so get 

set to roll.  

 

Already I have heard some great new songs at a few 

Wax Lyricals, suggesting another wonderful 
Competition coming up (as per usual).  

 

A few times lately I have been approached by people 

asking if there is a place for World Music in our 
Contest. As those of you who have attended the ASA 

National Songwriting Awards are aware, we have 

performances from Winners of all Genres. That 

enforces an extremely tight timeline to get through all 
the songs on the evening, and we are just not able to 

fit an extra one in. However, after a lengthy 

discussion at a recent Board Meeting, it was decided to add World Music to the 

Instrumental Category, starting this year. That way we hope to accommodate the 
rising number of songwriters of that field as well. 

 

In the interim, bide your time by partaking in the reading of the ASA e-Newsletter 

for March. The contribution that our amazingly talented Editor and Vice Chairman, 

Alan Gilmour, makes to this dispatch never ceases to impress us all, and it is always 
a ‘must read’. 

 

Remember, Wests Ashfield is a Major Sponsor for the ASA, so if you visit the Club, 

whatever the reason, including eating and drinking, please let the staff there know 
that you are a ASA Member, so they can relay to the Managers that the ASA is 

supporting one of our great Sponsors.  

 

I hope that, along with other Board Members I can get along to some of our Wax 
Lyricals this year, to hear more of those incredible songs I spoke of earlier. Always 

remember, if you write songs, you have got to belong to the ASA. 

 

Denny Burgess, Chairman. 
 

Editor’s Message  
 

We have interviews this month with the 2018 Youth Category winner, Kaitlyn 

Thomas, and the 2018 Instrumental Category winner, Tom Anderson. In addition, we 
have a profile on ASA member, Sani Bolton, whose songs did so well in the 2018 

contest. Look out also for Mark Cawley’s monthly songwriting blog. 

 

The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and 
friends. If you have anything that you would like to say about yourself, other 

songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, simply send your 

contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au. 

 
Alan Gilmour, Editor and Vice Chairman  



2019 Australian Songwriting Contest Announcement 

 
Arrangements are nearing completion for the start of the 2019 Australian 

Songwriting Contest. An announcement will be placed on the ASA website at 

www.asai.org.au in the next few weeks. All members will also be notified by email. 

 

As in past years, he 2019 contest will contain 13 individual songwriting categories: 
 

• Australia    Ballad 

• Contemporary Pop/Dance  Country 

• Folk/Acoustic    Instrumental/World Music 
• International    Lyrics 

• Open     Rock/Indie 

• Songs for Children   Spiritual 

• Youth 
 

Prizes and trophies will be awarded to the winners of each category, as well 

performance opportunities at the 2019 National Songwriting Awards. 

 
The 2019 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriter of the Year will be chosen by the 

ASA Board of Directors from the category winners. The 2019 winner will receive a 

beautiful trophy plus a cheque for $3,000, courtesy of sponsors, APRA AMCOS. 

 

The ASA Board will also choose the winner of the 2019 Rudy Brandsma Award 
For Songwriting Excellence from among all of the ASA members, present at The 

National Songwriting Awards, who have submitted songs into the contest and who 

have exhibited songwriting excellence in their song entries. The winner will receive a 

beautiful Maton acoustic guitar, courtesy of sponsors, Maton Guitars. 
 

When open, entries can be submitted on the following contest platforms by clicking 

on the links on the ASA website home page at www.asai.org.au.   

 

    
   

 

 

 
Just for your diaries, the 2019 National Songwriting Awards will be held on 30 

October 2019 at the Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club, the same venue as in the 

past two years.  

 
Tickets will be available once the judging of the 2019 Australian Songwriting Contest 

is complete. 

http://www.asai.org.au/
http://www.asai.org.au/


Kaitlyn Thomas: 2018 Winner Of The Youth Category 

 
Kaitlyn Thomas was the winner of the Youth Category with her song, Shotgun, in 
the 2018 songwriting contest.   

 

ASA: Welcome Kaitlyn. You have been a previous winner, haven’t you? 

 
Kaitlyn: I have. It’s great to be back here. I love it. 

 

ASA: It’s your last chance this year to be in the Youth Category now that you are 

18, isn’t it? 

 
Kaitlyn: It is, so I am so glad that I won it. I’ll go out a winner.  

 

ASA: Can you tell us about your winning song? 

 
Kaitlyn: I am a teenage girl, so obviously it’s about a boy! I wrote this about a guy 

that I met and still remain good mates with. There was just something about him 

that made me think I should write a song about him. I called him Shotgun, like riding 

shotgun in a car.   
 

ASA: Have you released this as a single? 

 

Kaitlyn: It was going to be a single, but I wrote this other tune, which in my opinion 
was better, so that’s now going to be my single for 2019. 

 

ASA: Where do you have them recorded? 

 



Kaitlyn: I have them recorded in 

Melbourne at Burwood Studios. I have 
done a lot of my stuff there, so I keep 

going back there because they are 

really good.  

 
ASA: What’s generally the inspiration 

behind your songwriting? You 

mentioned boys. You have a string of 

songs so what is the underlying theme 
behind them all? 

 

Kaitlyn: I draw on personal 

experience, and also what I see going 
on around me, and things that happen 

to my friends.  

 

Basically, its things that affect me in 

some way, either negatively or 
positively. It’s about taking life and 

seeing where it leads and documenting 

it in a way. 

 
ASA: Who are the musicians that 

inspire you? 

 

Kaitlyn: I have so many, but mainly 
from amazing female singers, such as 

Carrie Underwood, Anne Wilson, Sheryl Crowe.  

 

The list could go on and on. I take a lot from those women, things they write about 

and their stage presence. They are a major influence on my music and my 
songwriting.  

 

ASA: And what do you think of the Wilson Sisters? 

 
Kaitlyn: I absolutely love them. I wish I could see them live. 

 

ASA: Do you have a favourite song by them? 

 
Kaitlyn: Well, I have just finished my VCE Investigation exam. I did vocal 

techniques and vocal qualities and the Wilson Sisters were one of the vocalists I 

drew inspiration from, so I have to say my favourite songs would have to be either 

Alone or These Dreams. 
 

ASA: Let’s look to your future. You are young and you are a talented songwriter and 

a good singer, so what are your hopes for your career?  

 

Kaitlyn: I guess every musician wants to keep doing what they love doing. I know 
for sure in 2019 I am going to do my Bachelor of Music and my Master of Teaching.  

 

Let’s be honest, we need something to pay for our passion.  I want to keep going 

back to the States and continue writing and developing my craft. I am young and  



 

Photo: Kaitlyn receiving her 2018 Youth Category award from Presenter, 

Ray Butler. 
 

eager, so I want to be able to keep gigging and releasing more songs and see where 

the road takes me.  

 
ASA: Tell us about Nashville. How do you find that? 

 

Kaitlyn: I went to Nashville in 2016. I had been to America a few times before that, 

but never actually to the music city. I was in the States for a month but only in 
Nashville for a week. I wish it had been the other way around, but I got to play at 

the Bluebird Café which was unbelievable. 

 

I got to do a lot of songwriting and a lot of networking, so it was like kind of dipping 

my toe in the water so to speak and seeing what was around. I absolutely loved it. I 
hope to go back there hopefully soon. 

 

ASA: And join all the other Aussies there. There are a few of them aren’t there? 

 
Kaitlyn: That’s right, when you think about it there are a lot. 

 

ASA: Thank you Kaitlyn it has been lovely catching up with you. I hope we see you 

in the adult categories real soon. 

 

 

 

 



More 2018 National Songwriting Awards Official Photos 

 

 

 



 



 



 



Ricky Muscat: 2018 Winner Of The PPCA Live Performance Award 

 

Photo: Ricky Muscat receiving his award from PPCA Representatives, Lindy 

Morrison and Linda Courtney. 

Each year, the Phonographic Performance Company of Australia Limited (PPCA) 

sponsors the Live Performance Award at the National Songwriting Awards. At the 

2018 Awards, the PPCA representatives selected Ricky Muscat as the award winner. 

Ricky was the co-winner of the 2018 Ballad Category with his song, Why Can’t You 

Love Me, co-written with James Leigh and Vince Leigh.  

The PPCA is a national, non-government, not-for-profit organization, that represents 

the interest of record companies and Australian recording artists. 

The PPCA works together with its licensors, being thousands of Australian recording 

artists and hundreds of labels both major and independent.  

While PPCA enables businesses to thrive by playing a repertoire of quality music, 

they also safeguard the rights of thousands of Australian recording artists and labels, 

ensuring that they receive a fair return for their music. 

Australian recording artists may be able to share in licence fees collected from over 

55,000 business Australia-wide by PPCA under the Artist Direct Distribution Scheme.  

This scheme provides an opportunity for artists to obtain direct payment for the 

playing of their sound recordings in a commercial environment. So, if you are an 

artist, register with the PPCA. 

Congratulations to Ricky for his award, and thanks to the PPCA for its wonderful 

work. 

We’ll feature a full interview with Ricky in an upcoming edition of The Australian 

Songwriter. 



Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
ASA Sunshine Coast QLD, 21 February 2019, Sunny’s @ Moffatt 



ASA Yarra Valley VIC, 21 February 2019, Cunninghams Hotel Yarra Junction 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



ASA Cairns QLD, 14 March 2019, Elixir Music Bar Cairns 



ASA Regional Queensland, 9 January 2019, Russell Tavern Dalby QLD 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 



ASA Canberra ACT, 17 February 2019, The Irish Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ASA Newcastle NSW, 11 March 2019, Carrington Bowling Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ASA Central Coast NSW, 18 March 2018, Magenta Shores Resort 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



ASA Mid North Coast NSW, 24 March 2019, Conservatorium, Port Macquarie. 



Tom Anderson: 2018 Winner Of The Instrumental Category 

 
Photo: Tom Anderson (Centre) receiving his award from presenters, Jacques 

Gentil and Tim Dixon. 

 
Tom Anderson was the winner of the Instrumental Category in the 2018 Australian 

Songwriting Contest with his song, Ragtime Palpitations. We had a chat with Tom 

prior to the 2018 National Songwriting Awards.  

 

ASA:  Welcome Tom! Can you tell us a bit about your winning song? 
 

Tom: I wrote it in 1990, and when I came to enter it in the contest, I thought it 

needed a good four bar introduction, so I worked on that to strengthens the piece. I 

didn’t like the title, so I changed it to the current title, because there are G7 chords 
repeated so it sounds like palpations.  

 

ASA: What is it about ragtime music that really interests you? 

 
Tom: I got into it in my twenties in the 1970s. My teacher taught me Scott Joplin 

and I took to that music straight away. I think it has joyful syncopation. There is just 

something joyful about it.   

 

I learned a lot of that style of music and I listened to lots of different recordings, so I 
had that background in me, and when I came to writing in the 1990’s, it was just 

natural I would write that style. 

 

ASA: How do you go about writing, what is your process? 
 



Tom: What I do, I set aside three hours on a Saturday night. It’s quiet and there is 

no one around, and I start off with four or five bars of music, and I fiddle around on 
the piano or I have a song already in my head and I work on that. I try to put my 

own stamp on it. I try not to use straight ragtime progression just so I have my own 

sound. 

 
ASA: You have a lot of other ragtime songs, aside from your winning song don’t 

you? Any thoughts of writing other styles of music? 

 

Tom: Yes, I have written about a dozen of ragtime pieces. I have written other 
songs such as ballads and tried my hand at piano pieces. 

 

ASA: Do you perform live at all with your music? 

 
Tom: Performing is not my thing, but I have performed in the past in church and in 

nursing homes, and I was with a local ukulele group for seven years, which was a 

good experience. I had to learn new pieces and different pieces of music, so I picked 

up a lot of new songs, met a lot of good people and it was a buzz to perform but 

nerve wracking at the same time. 
 

ASA: The ukulele is a lovely instrument. They say it’s the happiest little instrument 

on the planet?  

 
Tom: Yes, it is and it’s not too hard to learn. The group started off with five people 

and now we have forty or fifty on our books and the group goes around playing at 

nursing homes and festivals.   

 
ASA: What does the future hold for you, Tom, with your music? Are you happy just 

to keep composing songs in ragtime. 

 

Tom: I am giving ragtime a break for a while and I’m writing piano pieces. Also, I 

am promoting my music.  
 

I had some music published with an education music publisher and I will go down 

that track, but Reed Music published five of my piano pieces and rag pieces about 

four years ago, so I want to promote that.  I will continue to work on new pieces and 
promote them.   

 

I also co-authored a suite for the piano and flute about two years ago with Trish who 

is a highly accomplished flute player, and I think it’s one of the best things I have 
done. We think it’s great and so we are going to see what comes of that. 

 

ASA: All the best with that Tom and thanks for chatting about your music with us.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Sponsors Profiles: 
 

1. Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club 

 

 

Thanks to major sponsor, the Wests Ashfield Club.  
 

A premier entertainment and dining venue, and home of Wests Tigers and Wests 

Magpies Rugby League teams, Wests Ashfield is an excellent place to visit in 

Sydney’s inner west.  
 

Not only supporting a host of local sporting and youth-related activities, the Club lifts 

itself above the rest by also being a “Patron of the Arts”, as demonstrated by its 
incredible ongoing sponsorship of the ASA.  

 

All music lovers are encouraged to return the favour by becoming members of Wests 

Ashfield and, at very least, indulging yourself by enjoying some of the culinary 

delights the Club has on offer. 
 

The Club is located in Sydney’s inner west, at 115 Liverpool Road Ashfield, and 

provides great dining restaurants, great coffee, and regular community activities for 

members and friends. Check out the website at www.westsashfield.com.au. 

 

Free Kids’ Entertainment Every Tuesday Night.  

 
Tuesday 9 April 2019 6.00 pm to 8.00 pm, join Pinky and Kozi for face painting and 

balloon twisting. 

 

Wests Ashfield is a major sponsor of the ASA and is deserving of your support. 
 

 

 



2. Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS 

APRA AMCOS is a major 
sponsor of the ASA, and 

provides generous support, 

including prize money of 

$3,000 annually to the 
APRS/ASA Songwriter of the 

Year, which last year, was 

Anirban Banerjee. 
 

The ASA would like to thank 

APRA AMCOS for its continuing 

support, to assist make ASA 

activities, such as the 
Australian Songwriting Contest 

and the National Songwriting 

Awards possible each year. 

 
The ASA is a not-for-profit organization, and relies on the support of its generous 

sponsors, its members and its other fundraising activities. 

 

If you write music, you should become a member of APRA AMCOS. It’s free to join, 
and once you do, APRA AMCOS can help you make money from your music. Become 

part of a collective community of 100,000 songwriters! 

 

Supporting Aboriginal And Torres Strait Members 

 

APRA AMCOS set up the 

Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Music 

Office in 2012.  

 

The aim was to provide 
opportunities 

for Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander songwriters 

and composers to develop 
their talents and build 

careers in the local music 

industry.  

 

Managed by the APRA AMCOS Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander National 
Representative, the position is supported by the Australian Government through 

funding from its Indigenous Culture Support program and the Australia Council for 

the Arts. 

 
APRA AMCOS acknowledges the traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

owners of country throughout Australia and pays our respects to them, their culture 

and their Elders past, present and future.  

 

 



3. Maton Guitars 

Maton Guitars has been 

sponsors of The Rudy Brandsma 

Award for many, many years.  

Each year, Maton provides one 

of their beautiful acoustic guitars 

as the prize for the award.  

As well as its extensive range of 

acoustic guitars, Maton also 

produces a wide range of solid 
body and semi hollow body 

electric guitars made from fine 

Australian timbers. 

 
Maton also produces a range of ukuleles and manufactures its own range of pickups 

for sale.  

 

So, if you’re looking for the best in Australian made instruments and accessories, 
you can’t go past Maton.   

 

To view the full range of Maton musical instruments, visit the Maton website at  

www.maton.com.au. Maton products are available at all good music stores around 

Australia. 

 
4. Black Pearl Studios 

 
Black Pearl Studios offers its clients a 

truly unique recording experience in a 
state-of-the-art environment. The studio 

was designed with the help of world-class 

theoretical acousticians and environmental 

sound specialists and constructed in 
Melbourne by qualified Victorian builders. 

The project was completed in January 2012, 

and since has steadily carved a reputation 

as a studio of the highest calibre, with a 

gear list that would attract the envy of the 
famous Abby Road.  

 

The fully equipped turnkey recording studio boasts two large acoustically designed 

studio rooms, providing clients with an exceptional creative space and a chance to 
record with an unrivalled collection of top quality gear. The services available include 

live recording, mixing and production, with access to on-site services including the 

legendary Black Pearl mobile studio van. 

 
Black Pearl Studios 

9/21 Capella Crescent, Moorabbin, VIC, 3189  

Contact: (03) 9939 7209; 0417 356 026 

Website: www.blackpearlstudios.com.au 
 

http://www.maton.com.au/
http://www.maton.com.au/


5. Hal Leonard Australia 

Hal Leonard Australia is part of the Hal 

Leonard Corporation, which is known 

internationally as the world leader in the 

print music industry.  

Hal Leonard Australia sells some of the 

best-known music from some of the best 

known Australian and International artists. 

www.halleonard.com.au. 

6. Griffith University Queensland Conservatorium 

 

 

Queensland Conservatorium is one of Australia’s leading music and performing arts 

schools, offering a wide variety of specialist degrees, from classical music, jazz, 

opera, popular music to musical theatre, acting, music technology and music 

education. 

Study music and performing arts at Griffith, and you’ll learn in an environment that 

will enable you to flourish. Our award-winning teachers are dedicated to producing 

polished music professionals of the highest calibre. Relevant, cutting-edge courses 

allow students to tailor their studies to suit their interests and aspirations. 

Each year we hold over 250 performances across our South Bank, Woolloongabba 

and Gold Coast venues featuring classical, jazz, musical theatre, opera, new music, 

contemporary music, alumni, visiting artists and more. 

Contact the University at www.griffith.edu.au. 

7. Kix Country 

If you’re a country music fan, The KIX 

Country radio network is the one for you. 

Broadcasting throughout Regional Australia, 

KIX gives you an exceptional music choice 

that you can listen to at work, at home, or 

heading down the highway. So, keep it 

country and turn on to KIX. 

For more information, go to www.kixcountry.com.au. 

 

 

 

http://www.kixcountry.com.au/
http://www.kixcountry.com.au/
http://www.kixcountry.com.au/


ASA Member Profile: Sani Bolton 

Sani Bolton is an Australian 

lead guitarist, vocalist and 

songwriter. She has embraced a 

diverse and successful career in 

the music industry for over three 

decades and is just warming up.  

After early beginnings in post 

punk new wave bands, 

Insurrection, XCel, Pink Fit and 

Maiden Voyage, Sani was 

founding member of 90’s Qld 

Rock Awards and Battle of the 

Bands winners, Radio Rain.  

She moved on to become a 

steadfast member of Australia’s 

music community, working 

consistently as a studio session 

guitarist and vocalist, and a live 

performer in acts including FEM 

INC., Sani & the Sax Maniac, Shazam, Not Bad for a Girl, Sista Moon and as a solo 

artist.  

Her undying passion for country music drew her into the studio in 2011, which 

resulted in her first solo album, Melt the Moon.  

Honing her skills as a songwriter, Sani sharpened her axe, submitting music to 

American A&R company, Taxi Music, resulting in several successful music library 

submissions, and Top 10 Songwriter of the Month in April 2017.  

Her self-titled, self-produced EP released in 2018, delves deeper into Outlaw Country 

Rock, with all tracks written and produced by Sani. Playing lead guitar, slide dobro, 

mandolin, banjolin, acoustic guitars and bass, and singing all vocal tracks and 

harmonies, Sani displays her versatility as an instrumentalist and producer.  

Her song, A Bottle of Then, from the EP has received radio airplay across Australia, 

with it reaching number 34 in the Top 40 Most Requested Songs of 2018 on The 

Australian Country Songwriters Show on radio TodaysCountry94one.  

A Bottle of Then was also a Top 30 finalist in the ASA’s 2018 Australian Songwriting 

Contest, along with her song, Australia, also from the self-titled EP.  

With more music currently being recorded, 2019 will see plenty more 

songs/videos/gigs and fun for this Aussie girl. 

 

 

 



Members News and Information 

1. Songwriters Meeting Point 

Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is 

looking to pursue musical collaboration 

with like-minded composers. Patrick can 

be contacted at  

Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com. 

ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist 

who is seeking a composer to help 

create songs from her lyrics. If you can 

help, please contact Donna on 

donna_hotz@hotmail.com. 

Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is 

looking for a co-writer. His musical likes 
are “ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever 

project.” “I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has 

sent us some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested. 

Bob can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Tony Bogan is a lyricist, who is looking to team up with a 

musician/composer, to put music to his words. 

Tony writes: “I have a collection of around 40 song lyrics I have written of varying 

ideas or themes (not boring love songs either) and I really want to team up with 

some good musos/composers ASAP.” 
 

Tony can be contacted on 0488 443 155 and tonydb71@gmail.com. 

 

ASA Member, Liz Connolly, is a vocalist, lyricist and songwriter, looking for a Gold 

Coast or Northern NSW based songwriting partner who can help write/co-write 

guitar/piano accompaniments to her songs.  Liz has half a dozen songs in a variety 

of styles (pop, rock, folk, ballads), that she has completed or semi-completed using 

electronic songwriting tools. In 2014, her song "Don't be Afraid" was short listed for 

the ASA song writing competition Contemporary Pop/Dance Category but didn’t 

progress any further. Liz can be contacted at lizconnollymusic@gmail.com or 

0409345133. 

Willy57 is a lyricist who is looking for someone to write melodies to his lyrics. If you 

are interested, Willy can be contacted at willy57@optusnet.com.au. 

Spencer Kelly writes “I've been writing songs for years but it's only in the past 6 

years that I've been getting Stacy Hogan at Writers Paradise studio to produce them. 

Have been on the lookout for a great co-writer / lyricist as I tend to get a bit tired of 
my own lyrics - I've got a lot of great backing tracks/melodies I've written and 

demo'd (100+), but haven't developed further, so if you know of a good writer who 

might be interested, I can be contacted at spencerwho@yahoo.com. 

 

Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au.   

mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:hbmarvin@gmail.com
mailto:hbmarvin@gmail.com
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tonydb71%40gmail.com
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tonydb71%40gmail.com
mailto:spencerwho@yahoo.com
mailto:spencerwho@yahoo.com
mailto:alang@asai.org.au
mailto:alang@asai.org.au


2. Brian Ward: New ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for Melbourne VIC 

 
The ASA has appointed Brian 

Henderson Ward as its new Regional 

Co-Ordinator for Melbourne VIC. 

 
Brian will be familiar to many ASA 

members as a former President of the 

ASA. 

 
Brian will be starting a weekly event 

for the songwriters of Sunbury at 

Sound System Studios located at 1/11 

McDougall Rd, Sunbury.  
 

The owner, Josh Richards, is putting 

the final touches on his new venue that will open in the coming weeks. The Event will 

be called "Wax Lyrical" and will lead to recording opportunities and provide a much-

needed home for original music in Sunbury.  
 

Watch this space for more details to come. 

 

3. Vale Philip Gardner (1948 -2019) 

 
The ASA is deeply saddened to hear of 

the loss of Philip Gardner in January 

2019. Philip was a regular performer at 

the ASA Wax Lyricals in Yarra Valley 
VIC.  

 

ASA Regional Co-Ordinator, Wendy J 

Barnes writes that Philip was “a lovely 
gentleman who will be missed by 

many. We thank you for sharing your 

music, Phil, for your support and 

friendship. Our thoughts are with 

Gaby, family and friends. Vale Phil 
Gardner.” 

 

4. Jim Ottaway 

 
ASA member, Jim Ottaway’s current album, Yesterday Passing, has been nominated 

in the Best Electronic Album category of the 2018 Zone Music Reporter (ZMR) 

Awards.  

 
ZMR is recognised as the industry source for New Age, World, Ambient, Electronic, 

Solo Piano, Relaxation, Instrumental and other genres of music based in the USA, 

however reporting world-wide. 

 
The award winners will be announced at the ZMR Music Award Concert at the House 

of Blues in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA on May 18 2019.   

 

Congratulations Jim. 



5. Tiffany Gow’s New Single Release: Never Get Over You 

 

If you were at the 2018 National 

Songwriting Awards, you would have 

heard Tiffany Gow perform her 

award-winning song, Broken, on the 

night. 

Tiffany is now due to release her 

exciting new single, Never Get Over 

You, this April.  

This will be Tiffany's first release for the 

year and second track written about 

her late Mum, and best friend, who 

passed from Leukaemia.  

Tiffany sings about the day she 

received the phone call about her 

Mother’s terminal diagnosis, which significantly changed her life.  

The lyrics reflect the raw truth of living day to day life without her best friend and 

how the bond and strong connection will never be broken by her passing. Produced 

by multi-platinum award winning producer, Adrian Hannan of The Songstore, and the 

second track produced by Adrian, this follows the ASA Award winning Rock song, 

Broken.  

Never Get Over You is available now for pre-order on Itunes.  

To pre-order your copy please visit: https://itunes.apple.com/au/album/never-get-

over-you-single/1454462179 

The Official Music Video will premiere exclusively on Tiffany's Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/tiffanygow  on Friday 5th April at 8pm. Shot by brilliant 

Video Director: Darren J Burns of Action Productions Australia, in a secret location 

that promises to connect and resonate with the heart of fans.  

 
Be sure to check out Tiffany's exciting new Music Video premiering on April 5th at 

8pm, on her Facebook page. 

 

6. 2018 Category Winners Interview Videos Now On Youtube 
 

The 2018 interviews with the Category winners in the 2018 Australian Songwriting 

Contest are now on the ASA’s Youtube channel. 

 

The interviews are with Stephen Phillip (Australia Category); Anirban Banerjee and 
Ricky Muscat (Co-winners) (Ballad); Jemma Siles (Contemporary Pop/Dance); 

Stephanie Wade (Country); Lucy Parle (Folk/Acoustic); Tom Anderson 

(Instrumental); Abbey Gardner and Kerrie Garside (Co-winners) (Open); Antonio 

Corea (Rock/Indie); Stephen Kiely and Roxanne Kiely (Songs For Children); Jacques 
Gentil (Spiritual); and Kaitlyn Thomas (Youth). 
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ASA Members CD Releases 

 

 

 

Above: Watling & Bates, Small Town Tales: Cathy Dobson, Tales From A 

Suburban Housewife; Kristy James, Raw; Francesca de Valence, Own Self; Jim 

Ottaway, Yesterday Passing; Sally-Anne Whitten, Burgundy Street; Beverley, 

Secret Strength; Chris Fisher, Singin’ For Change; Melissa Robertson, Little 

Country Life. 



 

  

Above: Rick Hart, Let Me In; Lucy Pace, Country Fever; Andrea Robertson, 

Remind Myself; Lisa Sutton, Fallen Angel; Garry Bagnell, A Finer Line; Alex 

Tobin, Waiting; Lloyd Back, Travelling With You; Stephen Keily and Roxanne 

Keily, Busy Issy and Friends; The Kate Lush Band, Let It Fly. 
 

Below: Emma Dykes, Pay It Forward; Vanessa Delaine, Wild & Free; Lynn 

Hazelton, The Cook’s Daughter; Becci Nethery, Beautiful Life; Lloyd Clarke, I’ll 

Sing You A Song; The Genre Benders (Hugh Brown), Alive And Alone; Taylor 
Pfeiffer, Take Her; The Long & The Short Of It, Requested Favourites; Kalesti 

Butler, Airborne; Andrew Barker, Life’s Little Steps; Kylie Ryan, Dream Chaser. 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 



 



Above: Sandy Louise, The Other Side; Billy Bridge, Stories Through Time; Skii 

Harvey, Standing For A Fall; Julia Starr, Roller Coaster Blues Band; Mike Lusk, 
Leap Of Faith (featuring 12 songs written by ASA member, John Blok); Sharon 

Heaslip, A Thousand Different Pictures; Renee Jonas, Renee Jonas; Tony 

Kennelly, Hittin’ The Wall; Keri McInerney, The Best of Keri McInerney; 

Francesca de Valence, Own Self; Chris Fisher, Singin’ For Change; Kristy 
James, Overdrive; CJ Turner, Back From The Ashes; Peter Salata, Destination 

Unknown; Rachel Summerell, No Secrets. 

Below: Jim Williams, Click Bait; Kerrie Garside, Made It To Tamworth; Renee 

McAlpin, So Much More; Kathy Coleman, Because Of You; Pete Hawkes, Eastern 
Swing; Galliano Sommavilla, Welcome To My Side Of The World; Claude 

Poffandi, Inspirations; Sleeping Babys (Stacie Richardson), Resistor.  

 



 



Above: Christina Crofts, Midnight Train; Stewart Peters, Keep On Running; 

Steve Wade, Tempted; Michael Meeking & The Lost Souls, Saturday Night 
Sunday Morning; Fabulous Lemon Drops (Dez and Vanessa Staunton); 

Everything’s Gone Green; David Harrison, Ten Thousand Faces; Carmel Charlton, 

Whispers On The Wind; John Hollywood, Frozen Memories; Beautifully Mad 

(Tony King), Spin; Tyller Fischer, The Battle Inside; The Jiggidy (Steve 

Kermode), Roots of Evil; Vanessa Lea and Road Train, Cause and Effect. 

Below: Manjia Luo, Autumn Spectacle; Chris Turner, CJ Goes To Boyup Brook; 

Jim Ottaway, Deep Space Blue; Melissa Robertson, My Heart’s On Fire; Jasper 

Shelton Hollis (songs by Lola Brinton), The Devil’s Garden; Lost Song Project 
(Christopher Mustica), Nashville Sessions; Tom Anderson, Rags and Classics; 

Anna Van Riel, Cooking Up A Storm; and George Begbie, What Have I Done? 

Riel, Cooking Up A Storm; 

and George Begbie, 

What Have I Done? 



 



Above: Kieran Roberts, Audio Mind Travel; Hither & Yon, The Man Bench; Kylie 

Adams-Collier, Little Stone; Spotty Kites (Donna Dyson and Craig Allister 

Young), I Won’t Believe It’s Christmas and December Child; Sani Bolton, Sani 

Bolton; Lucy’s Lockett, Sailor Bay; Lucy Pace, Ain’t No Friend Of Mine; Peter 

Salata Homeward Bound; Peter Christie, God Guitars & The Open Road; Maddi 

Lyn, Scars & Memories. 

Below: Karen Law, The Calm After The Storm; Stephen Phillip, A Changing 

Landscape; Susan Muranty, Incandescence; Manjia Luo, Violet Flames; 

Butterscotch Pony, Get the Bunny’ Glen Naylor, Don’t Call It A Day Tonight; Ben 

Ransom, Slow Burn; Destiny Band, Changes.  



Mark Cawley’s Monthly Songwriting Blog  

 

A Minimalist Approach To Songwriting 

 
This is my workspace. Yep, it’s pretty clean and clutter free. I’m a minimalist 

these days. Now, I’ve had elaborate home studios and every piece of gear I could 

get my hands on over the years but, something changed.  

 
It began with our daughters going off to college. A disclaimer here. We lived in the 

Temple Hills area of Franklin, outside of Nashville, and our daughters enrolled at 

Belmont University, about 20 miles away from our home, but lived on campus.  

 
This was a great house for our family, but it became apparent it was way more than 

we really needed. So, we downsized, townhome style, which meant getting rid of a 

bunch of stuff. If you’ve ever been in this situation you know you have to make 

some serious concessions. Some things you can’t imagine living without…until you 

do. 
 

Over 13 years later I have to say there is a freedom in decluttering. Even when 

it comes to songwriting. I found myself having more fun with less and less gear.  

 
Gear is great and served me well, but I had hit a time of less is more in every way. 

Almost as if the fewer options I had the clearer the mission became. You know the 

saying a great song should hold up with just an acoustic guitar or piano? Maybe, but 

I do know it’s a terrific test of a solid song. 



 

As I moved into coaching writers online, I took this new-found approach even 
further. I created a workspace made up entirely of essentials. A great, simple desk*, 

laptop, pens, pencils and a few favorite coffee mugs. It felt like the more uncluttered 

the space the more uncluttered the thought process.  My wife gave me the little 

“inspire” piece in the picture and that’s been a huge part of my coaching decor :-)  
 

The great American choreographer Twyla Tharp wrote one of my favorite books 

called “The Creative Habit” and one of her suggestions for creating good work habits 

was to choose one thing to take away from your normal routine. To start, just for a 
week.  

 

Maybe something that seems necessary but might really be a distraction. She chose 

clocks. By not having them in her studio her eye wasn’t drawn to the limitation 
of time. She felt it freed her mind - her subconscious was able to be a little more 

creative.  

 

So, what am I suggesting? Give some thought to where you create with an eye to 

just the essentials. See how it feels to purge here and there. Maybe you can 
maximize your creativity with a minimalist style. 

 

Mark Cawley 

 
Nashville, Tennessee 

 

February 14, 2019 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Mark Cawley is a hit U.S. songwriter and musician who coaches other writers 

and artists to reach their creative and professional goals through iDoCoach.com.  

 

During his decades in the music business he has procured a long list of cuts with 
legendary artists ranging from Tina Turner, Joe Cocker, Chaka Khan and Diana 

Ross to Wynonna Judd, Kathy Mattea, Russ Taff, Paul Carrack, Will Downing, Tom 

Scott, Billie Piper, Pop Idol winners and The Spice Girls.  

 
To date his songs have been on more than 16 million records.  He is also a judge 

for Nashville Rising Star, a contributing author to USA Songwriting Competition, 

Songwriter Magazine, sponsor for the Australian Songwriting Association, judge 

for Belmont University's Commercial Music program and West Coast Songwriter 
events, Mentor for The Songwriting Academy UK, a popular blogger and, from 

time to time, conducts his own workshops including ASCAP, BMI and Sweetwater 

Sound.  
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The Load Out 

 

 

 

 

 



Official Sponsors of the 2018 Australian Songwriting Contest 



About Us 
 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 
Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 

accomplished members. 
 

Aims of the Association 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 
 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 
 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 
 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 
 

 To aid the professional development of members; 
 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information 
 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  
 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 
level; 

 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 
Songwriting Awards Night. 

 

History of the ASA 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 
(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  
 

Today, the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 
established and respected role within the music industry.  
 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 
 

Contact Us 
  

Mail:   Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 
 

Phone/Fax:  (02) 9516 4960 
 

Email:    asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 
 

Website:   www.asai.org.au 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/asamusicians 
   www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 
 

Youtube:  www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 
 

Patron:  Glenn A Baker 
 



Life Members: Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea, 

Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Rob Fairbairn, 
Brian Henderson Ward and Kieran Roberts. 

 

Directors: 
 

Denny Burgess  Chairman 
 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 

Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 
 

Clare Burgess  Director, Chief Executive Officer and Secretary 
 

Gary Luck   Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Ana Key  Canberra ACT   anak@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Adelaide SA   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Brian Ward  Melbourne VIS  Brianw@asai.org.au 
 

Chris Fisher  Northern Rivers NSW  chrisf@asai.org.au 
 

Garry Bagnell  Gold Coast QLD  garryb@asai.org.au 
 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au 
 

Jack Sim  Mid North Coast NSW jacks@asai.org.au 
 

Jo Dunning  Blue Mountains NSW  jod@asai.org.au 
 

Julia Marr  Cairns & Tablelands QLD juliam@asai.org.au 
 

Kerrie Garside  Sunshine Coast QLD  kerrieg@asai.org.au 
 

Lisa Sutton  Dalby QLD   lisas@asai.org.au 
 

Maria Harkins  Gippsland VIC   mariah@asai.org.au 
 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 
 

Melinda J Wells Wide Bay Burnett QLD  melindajw@asai.org.au 
 

Mike Cardy  Perth WA   mikec@asai.org.au 
 

Paul Vella  Central Coast NSW  paulv@asai.org.au 
 

Russell Neale  Sydney NSW   russelln@asai.org.au 
 

Sandy Bennett Newcastle NSW  sandyb@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Barnes Yarra Valley VIC  wendyb@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Ford  Northern Rivers NSW  wendyjf@asai.org.au 
 

Webmaster: 
 

Dean Mackin, F1 Internet Services, (0409 240 660) 
 

2018 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriter of the Year  
    

Anirban Banerjee (ACT) 
 

2018 Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 
    

Lola Brinton (NSW) 
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2018 PPCA Live Performance Award Winner 
 

Ricky Muscat (VIC) 

Australian Songwriters Hall Of Fame:  
 

2018: Iva Davies (Icehouse) 
 

2017: Vikki Thorn, Donna Simpson & Josh Cunningham (The Waifs) 
 

2016: Andrew Farris and Michael Hutchence (INXS) 
 

2015: Johnny Young 
 

2014: Kate Ceberano 
 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 
 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)  
 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 
 

2010: Richard Clapton 
 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 
 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 
 

2007: Brian Cadd 
 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (Little River Band)  
 

2005: Russell Morris 
 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award 
 

2017: Christine Anu, for her work as a Songwriter in the Music Industry for First 

Nations Peoples  
 

2018 Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners: 
 

Stephen Phillip (QLD) (Australia Category) 
 

Anirban Banerjee (ACT) (Ballad Category- Joint) 
  

Ricky Muscat (VIC) (Ballad Category- Joint) 
 

Jemma Siles (VIC) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category) 
 

Stephanie Wade (VIC) (Country Category) 
 

Lucy Parle (NSW) (Folk/Acoustic Category) 
 

Tom Anderson (NSW) (Instrumental Category) 
 

Anirban Banerjee (ACT) (International Category) 
 

Kieran Roberts (ACT) & Katelyn Newlands (WA) (Lyrics Category)  
 

Kerrie Garside (QLD) (Open Category- Joint) 
 

Abbey Gardner (NSW) (Open Category- Joint) 
 

Antonio Corea (WA) (Rock/Indie Category) 
 

Stephen Kiely & Roxanne Kiely (NSW) (Songs For Children Category) 
 

Jacques Gentil (VIC) (Spiritual Category) 
 

Kaitlyn Thomas (VIC) (Youth Category) 



Australian Songwriters Of The Year & Rudy Brandsma Award Winners  

 
The title of Songwriter/ Song of the Year was first awarded in 1980, following the 

establishment of the ASA in late 1979. The Rudy Brandsma Award was first 

awarded in 1983, following the passing of ASA co-founder, Rudy Brandsma. 
 

 Songwriters Of The Year Rudy Brandsma Award Winners 
   

2018 Anirban Banerjee Lola Brinton 

2017 

2016 

Steve Montgomery 

Donna Dyson & Damien Leith 

Samantha Mooney 

Alex Tobin 
2015 Karen Guymer George Begbie 

2014 Rick Hart Robert McIntosh 

2013 Jacques Gentil Dani Karis 

2012 Andrew Winton Melia & Nerida Naughton 
2011 Brian Chapman Katie Hardyman 

2010 Kate Rowe Karen Guymer 

2009 Tony King Kate Lush 

2008 Jason Campbell-Smith Jo-Kelly Stephenson 

2007 Simon Shapiro Brenda-Lee Heathcote 
2006 Emma Joleen Daniel Arvidson 

2005 Michael Maher K’Crasher 

2004 Trish Delaney-Brown Callee Mann 

2003 Contest Not Held Contest Not Held 
2002 Kyls Burtland Sara Downs 

2001 Helen Mottee Keith Armitage 

2000 Andrew Horabin Tomino Speciale 

1999 Alf Tuohy Mike Kidd 
1998 Kyls Burtland Not Known 

1997 Xanthe Littlemore Michael Waugh 

1996 Mark Crocker Felicity Hunt 

1995 Rob Pippan Sharon Bothe 

1994 Danny Hooper & Steve Cole Nigel Foote 
1993 Not Known Billy Dettmer 

1992 Not Known John Cooney 

1991 Not Known Not Known 

1990 Ian Paulin Jane Robertson 
1989 Steve Wade Not Known 

1988 Steve Wade Steve Wade 

1987 Not Known Not Known 

1986 Rob Stambulic Stu Storm 
1985 Ross Nicholson & John Coco Steve Wade 

1984 Not Known Debbie Bignell & Tony Stark 

1983 Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell 

1982 Not Known Commenced in 1983 
1981 Not Known Commenced in 1983 

1980 Not Known Commenced in 1983 

1979 Commenced in 1980 Commenced in 1983 

This publication is © 2019 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc.,  

ABN 12 140 838 710, and may not be re-used without permission.  The 
views expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers and may not 

necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. The ASA acknowledges and thanks 

all sources from which information for this magazine was obtained. 


