
The Australian Songwriter 
  

 

Issue 159, December 2022 

 
First published 1979 

 
 

 

The Magazine of The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. 



In This Edition:  
 

 On the Cover of The Australian Songwriter: Graham Howle, 2021 

APRA/ASA Songwriter Of The Year 
 

 Chairman’s Message 
 

 Editor’s Message 
 

 Important Announcements 
 

 Photos: 2021 National Songwriting Awards screening at Wests Ashfield  
 

 Graham Howle: 2021 APRA/ASA Songwriter Of The Year 
 

 Wax Lyrical Roundup 
 

 Michael “Max” McGee and Jeff Oxford: 2021 Winners of the Country  

Category 
 

 New Sponsors For The 2022 Australian Songwriting Contest 

 Sponsors Profiles 
 

 Members News and Information 
 

 Sandy Louise, 2021 ASA Regional Co-Ordinator Of The Year 
 

 Latest Music Releases From ASA Members And Friends 
 

 Mark Cawley’s Monthly Songwriting Blog 
 

 

 The Load Out 
 

 Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 
 

 About Us: 
 

o Aims of the ASA   

o History of the Association  

o Contact Us  

o Patron 

o Life Members         

o Directors   

o Regional Co-Ordinators  

o Webmaster  

o 2020 APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year 

o 2020 Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 

o 2019 PPCA Live Performance Award Winner 

o Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame (2004 to 2020) 

o Lifetime Achievement Award (2017) 

o 2020 Australian Songwriting Contest Category Winners 

o Songwriters of the Year and Rudy Brandsma Award (1983 to 2020) 

 

 

 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fartist%2F4zMYvoK3pAqNA6xMhcoeoq&psig=AOvVaw2kBr2jWXPzCxBxqb1uDVQY&ust=1637538697397000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPD5kZ-RqPQCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE
https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fopen.spotify.com%2Fartist%2F4zMYvoK3pAqNA6xMhcoeoq&psig=AOvVaw2kBr2jWXPzCxBxqb1uDVQY&ust=1637538697397000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAsQjRxqFwoTCPD5kZ-RqPQCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Chairman’s Message 

Hey everybody, 

 

After what seemed to be an interminable year filled with 
problem after problem mainly caused by Covid, the 

Australian Songwriters Association is firmly ‘back on track’ 

to return to our Live Awards Evening for the 2022 National 

Songwriting Competition. 

 
The Contest has already begun, so get your entries in. It is 

sure to generate phenomenal interest, and we are hoping 

for another blockbusting year, celebrating all things 

Songwriting.  
 

With our Major Sponsors, Wests Ashfield and APRA’s 

assured support, and a wealth of other backers (including 

three new exciting Sponsors), the 2022 ASA Comp will be HUGE. 
 

As usual Vice Chairman and Editor Alan Gilmour has nailed the December edition of 

the eNewsletter for your perusal. So settle in and get up to date on what’s happening 

in the Songwriter’s world before the year ends.  
 

We here at the ASA are extremely excited with the promise of 2023, and your Board, 

Regional Coordinators and everyone connected with the Australian Songwriters 

Association wish you all a wonderful Christmas and a SPECIAL year ahead. 

 
Regards, 

 

Denny Burgess 

Chairman 
 

Editor’s Message  
 

Hi Everyone, 

 
In this magazine, we caught up with APRA/ASA Songwriter 

of the Year, Graham Howle, as well as the ASA Regional 

Co-Ordinator of the Year, Sandy Louise. We also have 

profiles on the winners of the Country Category, Michael 
“Max” McGee and Jeff Oxford.  

 

And Mark Cawley joins us once again with his Songwriters 

Blog. 
 

Stay safe and take care over the holiday season, and we hope to catch up in 2023. 

 

Alan Gilmour, 

Editor and Vice Chairman  

 

 

 



Important Announcements 

 
Welcome To Country 

 

The ASA acknowledges the Traditional Owners of 

Country throughout Australia and recognises the 

continuing connection to lands, waters and 
communities.  

 

We pay our respects to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander cultures, and to Elders both past and 

present. 
 

2022 Australian Songwriting Contest 

 

The 2022 Australian Songwriting Contest is now open for entries. 
 

The format will follow previous years’ contests, with Categories for: 

 

Australia 
Ballad 

Comedy/Novelty 

Contemporary Pop/Dance 

Country 
Folk/Acoustic 

Instrumental/World Music 

Lyrics 

Open 

Rock/Indie 
Songs For Children 

Spiritual, and  

Youth 

 
Once the first round of judging is complete, the ASA will announce a short-list of 

entries which will go into the next round of judging. 

 

Further rounds of judging will determine the Top 30 Category places and then the 
Top 10, including the winning songs in each Category. 

 

The 2022 Rudy Brandsma Award for Songwriting Excellence will also be judged by 

the ASA Board of Directors based upon songwriting excellence by Members during 

the previous 12 months. 
 

With the planned move back to a live awards ceremony next year, Category and 

Rudy Brandsma Award winners will once again have the opportunity to perform their 

winning songs on the night to the awards audience. 

 

 
 

 

 



2021 National Songwriting Awards Gathering At Wests Ashfield Sydney 

 
As part of the Virtual Awards that the ASA has held for the past two years, small 
functions have been held for sponsors and other guests at the Wests Ashfield Club in 

Sydney, to watch the awards being broadcast in real time.  

 

Here are some of the photos from the event. The ASA is hoping to return to its usual 
Live awards in 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Graham Howle: 2021 APRA/ASA Songwriter Of The Year 

 
“Writing will not leave me alone, it’s on my mind before I go to sleep at 

night and it’s what wakes me in the morning. My music – a place where I do 

not need to conform.” – Graham Howle. 

 

Graham Howle is the 2021 APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year, following his win in 

the Australia Category and an equal win in the Comedy/Novelty Category.  

 
The Singer Songwriter, Farmer, Welder he’s not really sure what title to take on but 

Howley is “on the road again” after COVID pulled on the brakes and after 12 months 

and 6 days of full time travelling playing music around this great land he is back into 
it. 

 

Armed with a new 8 track album “Selections from the Road” which was recorded 

while passing through Adelaide Graham is keen to get amongst the travellers and 

once again deliver the new album plus a few new ones that have not been heard yet. 
 

Graham’s handsome voice sends out his lyrics raising emotions in listeners who 

clearly see the story unfolding within their minds. Melodies expertly ring from the 

guitar, words and stories resonate and Graham brilliantly delivers an unforgettable 
experience to all.   

 

2021 saw Graham team up with Sydney Producer Michael Carpenter recording three 

absolute cracker songs which will be released as singles very soon. Graham 
Describes it as “Some of my best work yet”. 

 



Graham is performing extensively along the East coast during 2022 and will 

appearing in Tamworth for the 2023 Country Music Festival. 
 

You can catch up with Graham at one of his many shows through his website link 

https://howlermusic.com.au/tour-and-gig-dates/ 

 
ASA: We were intrigued reading your introduction “Writing 

will not leave me alone, it’s on my mind before I go to sleep at night and it’s 

what wakes me in the morning. My music – a place where I do not need to 

conform.”  

 
I guess that's a great commitment to songwriting? Do you write mentally 24/7 and 

what do you not have to conform to? 

 

Graham: I started writing 12 years ago. I had some personal tragedy that forced 
me to take a good long look at myself and while I had control over my situation, I 

found that writing eased the pressure around my neck from the hands of life. 

          

I am not sure that I chose to be a songwriter. I found myself putting music to the 
things that I could not outwardly speak and things I had been wanting to say for a 

long time. 

 

For me, songwriting is just a nice big wide single lane road of freedom that will take 
you wherever you want to go, there are no rules, no speed limit, no police and you 

don't need a helmet, best described as a place that I go to, almost geographical but 

of course it's not it's in my mind in deeper waters... way out past my ego.  

 

I do "capture" material constantly. Prior to COVID, I was travelling full time around 
the country as a professional musician, so I was right in the zone. However, my wife 

and I have now purchased a property on the North Coast of NSW and I have now 

become a farmer again!!! Because of this, I have become a little time poor, so I have 

had to change the way I capture concepts, melodies and lyrics while on the run until 
I can sit down and build on those concepts. 

 

As for "A place I don't need to conform" stick with me here, I'll do my best. 

 
I was like the majority of kids. Advice from the "elders" was keep your hair short, 

pray to God, work hard, pay taxes, have a family, retire at 70 with a worn out body. 

 

Well, when I turned 40, my body was buggered from working hard and I lost 

everything I was working for including my family, and God must have been just 
really shit busy so I thought you know that didn't go so well so let’s try doing this 

another way. 

 

So, after chasing money and earning more and more every year I finally got to 220k 
a year and I stopped just like Forrest Gump on his run. I chucked in the "Best Job in 

the World", turned around and went home, dug up a plot of dirt and grew my own 

food, locked myself in a room and came out 6 months later with long hair a beard 

and my first album "Man with a Story" and a taxable income for the year of $18,000. 
          

 

 

 

https://howlermusic.com.au/tour-and-gig-dates/


 
I am one of the lucky "rats" that got off the wheel and while I am a part of the 

system, I am not totally owned by it and I can for the most part see the truth... so 

now my wife and I live in our little slice of paradise, grow our own food, I play 2 - 3 

gigs a week and I am the "Richest Man in the World". 
        

So, do I conform? Yes, where I have to but definitely not in songwriting. 

 

ASA: Your entries in the 2021 Australian Songwriting Contest certainly attracted the 
Judges attention. Your equal-winning Comedy/Novelty Category song, James Squire, 

is a rollicking good song. Where did the inspiration come for this?  

 

Graham: I was sitting having a beer reading a songwriting article and one our great 
Aussie writers made a statement regarding how a writing collaboration should be 

able to write a good song in under 2 hours. I never rush a song however while ever 

it's rolling, I'll stay on board until the creativity stops. Anyway, I challenged myself 

to write a song in two hours...about what? I just happened to be drinking a "James 

Squire 150 Lashes" there was the title, pen and paper let’s roll! 
 

8 hours later, I was still researching, 6 months later I finished the song. I failed on 

delivery time however I finished up with a good song. 

 
ASA: Also, your Australia Category winning song, I Am Iron I Am Steel, is a deft 

portrayal of the metal-clad outlaw, Ned Kelly. A great title and a great song. What 

connects you with Ned Kelly and how did you come to write this song?  

 



Graham: I wanted to write a song about the battle of Glenrowan. I just wanted one 

song in my catalogue about Ned Kelly. After some research (and there is a lot more 
information and witness accounts than I realised), I found that Ned left the building 

during the gunfight and then re-entered to join his brothers. Upon approaching Anne 

Jones Inn, he was heard yelling "I am Iron your bullets cannot hurt me" hence the 

new song title. It’s just that juicy stuff a writer pounces on. 
 

Communities of the world need some type of governance. I get that however 

sometimes we need a real leader, a hero, someone to position us and drag us 

through the tough times. I think with a few boundaries and if our current gun laws 
were available back in the day Ned Kelly would have made a great Aussie PM.  

 

Anyway, jokes aside, as a kid Ned was a folklore hero of mine. When I had children, 

I thought he was really just a cop killer and a horse thief, but with age I realised that 
to judge a character such as Ned, you need to totally remove yourself of any moral 

grounding that current day society has imprinted within us and put yourself on the 

ground back in the 1800's and then come to a conclusion.  

 

I really am still on the fence, as Ned had an ego you couldn't jump over, so to 
conclude I am a bushman, a horseman, I love people and I stand up for the 

underdog, so when I take my mind back to 1880, I guess you could say I 

"appreciate" Ned's position, I would have enjoyed a few campfire conversations with 

Ned. 
 

Finally, to win any category these days with a five-and-a-half minute song is very 

sweet. 

 
ASA: With two Category wins, and other great songs, you were a natural choice for 

APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year. How do you feel to have won this award? 

 

Graham: I don't enter many competitions. Our industry is plagued with bias. 

However, I got the feeling that the ASA awards were a very fair platform and a 
writer’s input was judged with much fairness, so given that I knew that the catalogue 

of songs I had to put forward gave me a good chance to influence, and it appears I 

was correct.  

 
I was travelling home from a gig in Taree, I pulled over on the highway to listen to 

the results and I reckon I frightened the possums when my name came up. 

 

It was great to win this award and it is great reinforcement to what I do. 
 

ASA: For the future, where do you think that music and songwriting will take you? 

 

This award has given me a good kick in the pants. I will be collaborating with other 
writers and pitching to artists. I have a knack of getting inside a persons head and 

extracting what they're trying to say and an understanding of how a piece of work 

needs to be delivered to the listener. 

 

I will be recording more of my own works, I have a fair catalogue of unreleased 
material and I will continue to maintain a busy performing schedule and of course I 

will keep writing, writing, writing! 

 

Thank you to The Australian Songwriters Association. 



Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
ASA Ballarat/Goldfields VIC, Volta Arts & Culture, November 2022 

 

 

 



ASA Newcastle NSW, 16 November 2022, Carrington Bowling Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Michael “Max” McGee and Jeff Oxford: 2021 Winners of the Country 

Category 

 
Photos Above: Michael “Max” McGee (left) and Jeff Oxford (right) 
 

Michael “Max” McGee and Jeff Oxford are the winners of the 2021 Country 

Category, with their song, Junkyard In A Hurricane.  

 

They are both songwriters from the USA, and together, they previously won the 
former ASA International Category back in 2016 with their song, Broken Arrow.  

 

Michael has been a long-time entrant in the Australian Songwriting Contest and also 

won the 2020 Rock/Indie Category with his co-write with Michael Kachani, Already 
Mine, and the 2014 former International Category with his co-write with Rolf 

Schnyder, Get Naked. Michael has also achieved many placings over the years. 

 

Michael writes “I am a BMI/SUISA Songwriter for several decades. Overall, I and my 
co-writers have won 12 International Song Contests including ones like John Lennon 

Contest, UK Song Contest, Australian Songwriting Contest, and many others.  

 

I have songs in a movie, TV shows, documentaries and I have over 200 songs 
recorded by various levels of artists from major label artists to indie artists starting 

out.  

 

My songs have been on the charts at various levels in Europe, Australia, and the 

USA. I write with co-writers from all over the world. I write not for profit but for the 
sheer joy of expressing thoughts and emotions in 3-4 minutes that others can relate 

to and enjoy.” 

 

 
 



Jeff writes: “I have written over 450 songs and help run a monthly songwriting 

group in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  
 

I always co-write, providing the music while others provide the lyrics (though I am 

good at shaping / polishing lyrics). I have a great set of co-writers, but I am always 

looking for other talented people to work with and help develop.  
 

Many of my songs are professionally produced, and I have won a few songwriting 

contests (co-writing with Max McGee, of course!). I write with and produce up-and-

coming artists.  
 

One of my co-writers that I mentored for the past four years is now at the 

prestigious Berklee College of Music in Boston, Massachusetts 

(www.giannastansell.com).  My bands also have 4 self-produced albums.” 

 

New Sponsors For The 2022 Australian Songwriting Contest 
 
The ASA would like to welcome three new sponsors for the 2022 Australian 

Songwriting Contest. Further information on the new sponsors is set out in detail in 

the Sponsors Profiles section below.  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Ari Love Projects (Entertainment Provider) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
Donna Dyson (Professional Songwriter, 

Composer, Label Owner and Education Academic) 
                                                                       Carlingford Music Centre  

                                                                       (Musical Instruments Retailer) 

 

 

 

http://www.giannastansell.com/


Sponsors Profiles: 
 

1. Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club 

 

 

Thanks to major sponsor, the Wests Ashfield Club. The Club has re-opened for 

business, after the recent lock-down. 
 

A premier entertainment and dining venue, and home of Wests Tigers and Wests 

Magpies Rugby League teams, Wests Ashfield is an excellent place to visit in 
Sydney’s inner west.  
 

Not only supporting a host of local sporting and youth-related activities, the Club lifts 

itself above the rest by also being a “Patron of the Arts”, as demonstrated by its 

incredible ongoing sponsorship of the ASA.  
 

All music lovers are encouraged to return the favour by becoming members of Wests 

Ashfield and, at very least, indulging yourself by enjoying some of the culinary 
delights the Club has on offer. 
 

The Club is located in Sydney’s inner west, at 115 Liverpool Road Ashfield, and 
provides great dining restaurants, great coffee, and regular community activities for 

members and friends. Check out the website at www.westsashfield.com.au. 

 
The ASA would like to thank the Wests Ashfield Club for hosting a function on 30 

October 2022 for sponsors and friends of the ASA to view the online virtual 2021 

National Songwriting Awards. 

http://www.westsashfield.com.au/


2. Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS 

APRA AMCOS is a major 
sponsor of the ASA, and 

provides generous support, 

including prize money of 

$3,000 annually to the 
APRA/ASA Songwriter of the 

Year, which last year, was 

Graham Howle. 
 

The ASA would like to thank 

APRA AMCOS for its continuing 

support, to assist make ASA 

activities, such as the 
Australian Songwriting Contest 

and the National Songwriting 

Awards possible each year. 

 

APRA AMCOS pays royalties to music creators when their music is played or 

copied, both locally and overseas. 

Over 111,000 songwriters, composers and music publishers appoint APRA AMCOS to 

look after certain rights on their behalf. This means organisations don’t have to 

contact individual music creators to legally use their music. We license organisations 

to play or copy music 

If you're a business or organisation you can buy a licence from us to play, perform, 

copy, record or make available our music. We then pay the royalties to our members 

and overseas affiliated societies. 

Cost-to-revenue ratio (AKA our administration expenses) 

Our current cost to revenue rate is 12.68% (year ending 30 June 2021). That means 

around 87 cents in the dollar of the licence fees we collect go to music creators. 

Note: The comparative information provided is based on the most up to date figures 

available to APRA AMCOS. See how we compare with other societies around the 

world. 

We advocate for our members' rights 

From government submissions through to our Ambassador Program, we promote the 

importance of music creators’ rights to all levels of government, the media and the 

wider community. We frequently consult with our Ambassadors to seek their input on 

issues affecting our members. 

We represent your music globally 

As an APRA AMCOS member, you enjoy global representation for your music rights. 

We have agreements with other organisations like us around the world. So when 

your music is used in another territory, our affiliates collect money on your behalf. 

They then pay these royalties to us, and we pay you. 



3. Sydney Theatre Company 

Sydney Theatre Company (STC) has 

been a major force in Australian drama 

since its establishment in 1978. The 

Company presents an annual season of 

diverse productions at its own venues at 

The Wharf and nearby Roslyn Packer 

Theatre at Walsh Bay, and as the 

resident theatre company of the Sydney Opera House. The current Artistic Director is 

Kip Williams, who was appointed in 2016. 

STC offers audiences an eclectic program of Australian plays, interpretations of the 

classic repertoire and the best of new international writing. It seeks to produce 

theatre of the highest standard that consistently illuminates, entertains and 

challenges. It is committed to the engagement between the imagination of its artists 

and its audiences and the development of the theatrical art-form.  

Go to www.sydneytheatre.com.au for more information. 

4. Taronga Western Plains Zoo Dubbo  

Taronga Western Plains Zoo, formerly known 

as (and still commonly referred to as) Western 

Plains Zoo and commonly known as Dubbo Zoo, 

is a large zoo near Dubbo, New South Wales.   

The zoo is run by the Taronga Conservation 

Society (formerly Zoological Parks Board of New 

South Wales), along with Taronga Zoo Sydney. 
Western Plains Zoo is located on the Newell 

Highway in west Dubbo about 4 km from the city.  

 

For further information, go https://taronga.org.au/dubbo-zoo. 
 

5. The Code 

 
Katcha Live Studio has been operating for 

ten years in the Sydney suburb of West Ryde, 

since 2009. It is run by husband and wife 

team, Cha Samaraweera and Kat Ferguson.   
 

“We opened and dedicated to teach for one 

reason and one reason only:  "To get you 

performing live. Whether it’s in front of your 
family, friends or other audiences we want to 

see you perform in confidence. The bottom 

line is to be able to perform in front of many 

with confidence and entertainment skills. It 
does not matter how old or young you are, 

you need to be able to do this if you want to 

learn an instrument.” For more information, go 

to www.katchamusic.com. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zoo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dubbo
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_South_Wales
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taronga_Conservation_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taronga_Conservation_Society
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taronga_Zoo_Sydney
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newell_Highway
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newell_Highway
https://taronga.org.au/dubbo-zoo.
https://taronga.org.au/dubbo-zoo.
http://www.katchamusic.com/


6. Vagabond Cruises 

With over three decades experience, 
Vagabond Cruises is one of Sydney 

Harbour's longest established cruise 

companies!  

 
“As a family run business, we deliver a 

wide range of convenient and all-inclusive 

packages including live entertainment lunch 

and dinner cruises, private functions for any 
personal or formal occasion such as weddings, 

receptions, corporate events, harbour transfers, school formals, university parties 

and formals, birthdays, hens and bucks parties and much, much more!”  

Further information may be found on www.vagabond.com.au. 
 

 

7.  PaintballBookingOffice.Com 

 

Love paintball? Then look no further than Paintball Booking Office.   

Paintball Booking Office is an international organization for paint ballers, with 22 

locations around Australia. 

For further information, go to www.paintballbookingoffice.com. 

 

8.  James North Productions, Brisbane QLD 

 
James North is an award-winning 

Australian musician, producer, 

recording and mix engineer who works 

with local, national and international 
acts in his boutique studio environment 

in Brisbane. 

 

James also contributes to recordings 
when required as a session grade 

guitarist, bass player, piano/keyboard 

player and drummer. He is also a 

professional songwriter, arranger and composer and these skills are used 

daily in the production process. 
 

For further information, visit www.jamesnorthproductions.com.au. 

 
 

 

http://www.vagabond.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR0easieRr-oojVWeVHkj3wCP8q7QqGu4TcSrNoAihIKpLjXVhAhALDhJeY
http://www.paintballbookingoffice.com/
http://www.jamesnorthproductions.com.au/


9.  Magesongs 

 

Magesongs School of Songwriting 

has mentored over a thousand 

songwriters since 2002 some of whom 

have achieved various successes and 
opportunities, staffing for record labels, 

APRA, signed to labels, music 

publishers, while others forming 

successful bands enjoying a solo performing career.  

Many of Magesongs students have made the top 10 finalists at the ASA Awards, 

some have been first prizes winners, and three (3) of them have taken home the 

prestigious APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year Award besides Jacques Gentil himself, 

their mentor. 

Jacques has run workshops around major Australian cities mentoring thousands of 

songwriters as well as via his Magesongs live web-conferencing portal. His 

songwriting philosophy is based on applying the tools and techniques that’s proven 

to have worked for successful songwriters over the past decades. With an eye and 

ear for detail, Jacques knows what can make or break a song.  His own songwriting 
talent has given him the opportunity to collaborate with hit songwriters such as Joe 

Dolce, Grammy award winners Diane Warren and Joey Kibble (Take 6) amongst 

others.  

His webinar classes of 20 sessions cover both the songwriting and business aspect of 
a songwriter’s career, including homework while writing one song throughout the 

entire course under Jacques guidance, to finally be produced in studio.  If your song 

has never brought you any success, why not also join the ranks of Magesongs 

achievers and make a difference. 

New live webinar classes starting soon. 

Book now: 0417 585 767    admin@magesongs.com 

Website:  www.magesongs.com  

P.O. Box 239, Hampton Park, VIC, 3976, Australia 

 
10.  Maton Guitars 

Maton has been a premier Australian musical 

instrument maker since 1946.  

 
Maton manufactures acoustic guitars, electric 

guitars, ukuleles and accessories. All Maton 

instruments are hand crafted in Australia from 

sustainably sourced Australian timbers.  
 

Maton is a sponsor of the ASA, and each year, 

it presents one of its beautiful acoustic guitars 

as the prize for the winner of the Rudy 
Brandsma Award For Songwriting Excellence. 

For more information: www.maton.com.au. 

 

 

mailto:admin@magesongs.com
http://www.magesongs.com/
http://www.maton.com.au/


 

11.  Vocal Art Studios 

Established in 2003, VAS is Australia's 

Award Singing & Music School and the only 

Australian Partners of The Institute of 

Contemporary Music Performance in Europe 

as well as the leading trainers and exam 

centre for Rockschool in Australia. 

All Levels and Ages from Beginners to 
Professionals; Children, Teens and Adults. 

For more information: www.vocalartstudios.com. 

12.  Griffith University Queensland Conservatorium 

 

 

Queensland Conservatorium is one of Australia’s leading music and performing arts 
schools, offering a wide variety of specialist degrees, from classical music, jazz, 

opera, popular music to musical theatre, acting and music education. 

Study music and performing arts at Griffith, and you’ll learn in an environment that 

will enable you to flourish. Our award-winning teachers are dedicated to producing 

polished music professionals of the highest calibre. Relevant, cutting-edge courses 

allow students to tailor their studies to suit their interests and aspirations. 

Contact the University at www.griffith.edu.au. 

13. Kix Country 

If you’re a country music fan, The KIX 

Country radio network is the one for you. 

Broadcasting throughout Regional Australia, 

KIX gives you an exceptional music choice 

that you can listen to at work, at home, or 

heading down the highway. So, keep it 

country and turn on to KIX. For more 

information, go to www.kixcountry.com.au. 

14.  Hal Leonard Australia 

Hal Leonard Australia is part of the Hal 

Leonard Corporation, which is known 

internationally as the world leader in the 

print music industry. Hal Leonard sells some 

of the best-known music from some of the 

best known Australian and International 

artists. www.halleonard.com.au. 

http://www.kixcountry.com.au/


15.  QMusic 

QMusic is Queensland's music industry 

development association and has been 

transforming music industry careers since 

1995. 

Best known internationally for our signature event, BIGSOUND, QMusic also offers 
an extensive and free professional development program throughout Queensland, 

and a grants program funded by Arts Queensland. 

 

QMusic also stages the annual Queensland Music Awards to celebrate everything 
that makes Queensland music great. QMusic works closely with government at all 

levels, to ensure a thriving Australian music industry, and sustains partnerships with 

corporate and philanthropic partners who want to support the future of Australian 

music. 
 

16.  Christian Fox Accountants 

Christian Fox Accountants undertake all 

types of accountancy work, including 

Income Tax Return preparation. 

They are located at 8 Ingleburn Road 

Ingleburn NSW 2565 and can be contacted 

on (02) 9829 3111. 

So, if you need assistance with accounting, 

please contact Christian Fox Accountants. 

www.  

 

 

 

 

 
17.  Ashton 

 
Ashton musical instruments are designed in 

Australia for Australian musicians.  

 
Products include acoustic guitars, classical 

guitars, electric guitars, drums, ukuleles 

and accessories.  

 
With over twenty years of experience, 

Ashton’s aim is to design reliable, quality 

equipment at affordable prices, in 

conjunction with industry experts. 
 

For further information go to the web site: 

www.ashtonmusic.com. 



18.  Black Pearl Studios 

Black Pearl Studios offers its clients a 
truly unique recording experience in a 

state-of-the-art environment. The studio 

was designed with the help of world-class 

theoretical acousticians and environmental 
sound specialists and constructed in 

Melbourne by qualified Victorian builders. 

The project was completed in January 2012, 

and since has steadily carved a reputation 
as a studio of the highest calibre, with a 

gear list that would attract the envy of the 

famous Abbey Road.  

 
The fully equipped turnkey recording studio boasts two large acoustically designed 

studio rooms, providing clients with an exceptional creative space and a chance to 

record with an unrivalled collection of top quality gear. The services available include 

live recording, mixing and production, with access to on-site services including the 

legendary Black Pearl mobile studio van. 
 

Black Pearl Studios 

9/21 Capella Crescent, Moorabbin, VIC, 3189  

Contact: (03) 9939 7209; 0417 356 026 
Website: www.blackpearlstudios.com.au  

 
19.  IndieCentral.com 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to IndieCentral.com for co-hosting this year’s Australian Songwriting Contest.  

For more information on the services offered by IndieCentral.com, visit their website 

at www.indiecentral.com. 

20.  SongCentral.net.au 

Thanks to SongCentral for co-hosting this year’s 

Australian Songwriting Contest.  

For more information on the services offered by 

SongCentral, visit their website at 

www.songcentral.net.au. 

 

 

 



21.  I Heart Songwriting Club 

Do you suffer from writer’s block? Do you 

struggle to find time to write songs in your 

busy schedule? Do want to be a better 

songwriter? 

 

I Heart Songwriting Club is a totally online 

songwriting club for all songwriters. Yes, 

this club is about writing songs, it’s about 

getting unstuck, it’s about becoming 

creatively free, but it’s even more than 

that. This is a global community of 

songwriters supporting each other to keep 

creating, to share music and to be totally 

creatively satisfied. And the result of all this 

is amazing songs that can change your life.  

 

And thanks to the amazing support of the major global organisations we've 

partnered with, such as APRA AMCOS (AUS/NZ), IMRO (IRE), UBC (BR), Ivors 

Academy (UK), we get to work further and wider now supporting over 850 

songwriters from over 22 countries to live their wildest creative dreams by writing 

well over 10,000 songs! Some of those songs have been nominated for ARIA Awards, 

have been played on major international radio stations, and on festival stages, but 

some of those songs are debut singles! 

 

This is bigger than just writing great songs. This is about becoming a better 

songwriter. 

 

Imagine how it would feel to be writing songs every week, sharing them with peers, 

getting feedback and being a part of something bigger. 

 

Don’t do this alone. Do this with us. 

When you join I Heart Songwriting Club, you'll be part of an ongoing and online 10-

week songwriting adventure designed to help you become a more resilient, 

productive and confident songwriter. Through our structured challenges and 

guidelines, and peer community cheering you on your journey, we support you to 

write songs fast (in 1 hour) and with a greater sense of creative freedom than you've 

probably had since you were 8 years old! 

 

A big part of the success of our community is sharing your new creations (ie songs) 

within your privately assigned groups and giving feedback and encouragement to 

one another. And before you start to overthink this, we show you how you can give 

feedback effectively without the fear of having to be a critic. In fact, no one expects 

perfection in just 1 hour of songwriting, so you can leave your critic at the door.  

 

We love to offer other bonuses to our members, such as trainings, shout outs, 

showcases, features and more. Members will be emailed about such awesomeness! 

And we encourage our members to contact us too! www.iheartsongwritingclub.com. 



22.  Bandzoogle 

 

 

 

 

Bandzoogle is an all-in-one website and direct-to-fan platform for musicians. 

Powering over 50,000 websites, the platform offers powerful design options, 

commission-free music, merch, and ticket sales, built-in crowdfunding and fan 

subscriptions, mailing list management, analytics, and more. Plans start at just 

$8.29 USD per month, which includes a free custom domain name. Artists can try it 

free at www.bandzoogle.com 

23.  Russell Zimmer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you need your dream song to be given its full potential to turn music industry 

heads …. 

Call Russ Zimmer for help! 

Whether your song started life on a train or a tractor and it’s on your i-phone, or 

perhaps it just lives in your note pad for now (or even a cassette – cringe!), we can 

take your basic lyric and music idea and turn it into the production the world is 

waiting for. 

Just send me what you have, and in the studio with our lifetime of experience we will 

turn it into something special for you to present to the music industry…. 

 Call Russ Zimmer mob: 0419 311 650 www.justrussmusic.com. 

 

http://www.bandzoogle.com/
http://www.justrussmusic.com/


24.  LAWinSTYLE: Marlena Jankowska 

 

 

 

 

 

Marlena Jankowska from LAWinSTYLE is an international lawyer with 15 years of 

experience specialising in intellectual property law and business, with a particular 

focus in the fashion and music branches.  

She is an Author, Advocate and Professor of Law and Director of the Center for 
Design, Fashion and Advertisement Law at the University of Silesia in Katowice, 

Poland. She advises on Intellectual Property and Business Law as well as Brand 

Management.  

 
Her client base has encompassed the largest organisations, while she is equally at 

home working with smaller businesses and individual clients drawn from many 

branches including fledgling artists, musicians, authors and fashion designers. 

 

As an ASA sponsor, Marlena is pleased to offer mentoring sessions on music 
copyright law to selected winners. 

  

Contact: +48 608 206 869;  mj@lawinstyle.net 

Website: www.lawinstyle.net  

 
25.  Ari Love Projects (Entertainment Provider) 

Ari Love Projects is a newly established, full-service 

entertainment provider seeking to serve and support 

the best talent and entertainment projects Australia-
wide. The organisation is co-founded by a mother-

daughter duo, who are focused on making a 

meaningful contribution and impact to the Australian 

music community and industry. 

We are hosting our Australia Music Audition Project to 

discover ONE musical talent for our roster. In the 

process, we are providing finalists the opportunity to 

record their audition performance at the world-class 

architecturally designed recording studio, Ginger Studios, in Melbourne. 

Participate or share our 'Australia Music Audition Project' with the broader music 

community and industry as it is highly beneficial and valuable for Australian musical 

talent. www.ariloveprojects.com.au. 

mailto:mj@lawinstyle.net
http://www.lawinstyle.net/
http://www.ariloveprojects.com.au/


26.  Donna Dyson 

Many of you would know Donna Dyson as the 
2016 APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year, along 

with her co-writer, Damien Leith.  

We are fortunate to have Donna Dyson Music 

as a 2022 Sponsor of the Australian 
Songwriting Contest, offering one-on-one 

assistance and feedback for our young 

entrants, allowing them to ask questions and 

be personally encouraged as they progress in 

the music field.  

Donna will be contributing the following prizes 

for the 2022 Australian Songwriting Contest: 

• A series of 3 Zoom Mentorship Partnership sessions with professional 

songwriter, composer, label owner and education academic, Donna Dyson. 

Donna is a professional composer with three labels globally signed and streamed. 

Her internationally-awarded children’s label, Spotty Kites, is also a music production 

company, providing children’s musicals around the country, as well as being named 

as an Apple Music’s top children’s label for streaming and playlists. 

27.  Carlingford Music Centre 

 
Carlingford Music Centre est.1982 has over the 

years strived to achieve a treasured reputation 

for meticulous attention to detail, long 
establish customer-focused place to go for true 

value-for-money Musical instruments and Print 

music. 

This philosophy continues with passion as our 
core family business principle. Our customers, 

suppliers and educational clients gell 

harmoniously within our goal of being the 

most effective and understanding musical 
instrument outlet for personal or professional 

musical requirements. Sale service & expert 

free musical advice is always found at 

Carlingford Music Centre. 

Contact Carlingford Music Centre for all pianos, 
guitars, brass, wind and strings. 

 

320 Pennant Hills Road Carlingford NSW 2118. 

Ph (02) 9873 2333, 
contact@carlingfordmusic.com.au. 

 



Sandy Louise: 2021 ASA Regional Co-Ordinator Of The Year 

 
Sandy Louise from Newcastle NSW is the 2021 ASA Regional Co-Ordinator of the 

Year. Congratulations Sandy. 

 
ASA: You've been the ASA RC in the Newcastle area for a number of years. What 

has this revealed about the amount of talent in the local area? 

 

Sandy: The talent in Newcastle is extensive and my Wax Lyrical attracts people from 

all walks of life, genres, ages and abilities.  
 

There is a great live music scene and surprisingly since covid a large number of jam 

nights have emerged to strengthen and maintain support for live music in this ever-

growing city.  
 



There is a lot more younger musicians keen to perform and refine their performance 

skills and jam nights like wax lyrical are a great space to support them and 
encourage their songwriting.  

 

ASA: Who are some of your favourite performers at your Wax Lyrical events? 

 
Sandy: I don’t play favourites. Each artist shares their own uniqueness through 

song.  

 

I have a great number of regular supporters and as much as it’s exciting to see 
newcomers to my Wax Lyrical event, I am just as excited to see my regulars and 

watch them grow further in their talents over time. I’ve been lucky enough to host a 

feature artist each month who shares a 30 min set of originals, stories behind their 

songs and often a songwriting tip and challenge.  
 

These feature artists showcase a variety of talent and ability and are either local or 

passing through Newcastle. It’s great that this feature spot has been talked about so 

much that I have had artists planning travelling through Newcastle contact me to be 

a part of Newcastle Wax Lyrical.  
 

It’s been really great to see musical collaborations between songwriters as they’ve 

connected through these nights and worked to create new music together.  

 
I’ve also taken time over the years involved in wax lyrical to collaborate on co writes 

with local songwriters David Javier Sarmiento and Campbell Fry and also fellow ASA 

RC Kerrie Garside which has been a great experience. Kerrie inspired me to take on 

the role and I’ve never looked back.  
 

I think what I find most exciting about these nights is when I have the opportunity to 

hear a songwriter share a brand new original for the first time. That’s a really special 

moment to share with them and often the moments that stand out for me.  

 
ASA: You are a songwriter, performer and recording artist yourself. Where do you 

usually perform and how is your original material received by listeners? 

 

Sandy: I perform at a variety of local venues including restaurants, cafes, pubs, 
clubs and hotels across Newcastle, The Hunter Region, Central coast and Port 

Stephens area.  

I also am connected with local and Regional NSW community events and festivals 

and support through live performances too.  
 

My favourite gigs are ones I can share a variety of my originals and covers I love 

with audiences who appreciate and react with the music I’m sharing and the stories 

behind my lyrics.  
 

My music is well received and I often find people are so appreciative to enjoy live 

music they will often share comments of thanks and encouragement to me.  

 

Despite the fast evolving digital music world we are now in, I am still able to sell my 
CDs and merchandise online and at my live performances which is also reassuring 

that people are enjoying it so much that they are happy to support me through 

music sales.  

 



ASA: Tell us a bit about your musical 

releases and what may be coming up 
next? 

 

I released my debut album ‘Right 

Beside You’ January 2014 which was 
recorded and produced by Rhys Zacher 

at Spin-light Studio.  

 

It showcased 10 original songs and 
received radio airplay with my debut 

single from this album ‘Without You’ 

coming in at #3 on the Rhema FM 

Australia Day Hot 30.  
 

This was a great moment for me 

musically and one that cemented my 

path to continue with my music.  

 
After 3 years of writing and saving I 

released my second album ‘The Other 

Side’ which was recorded and produced 

by James Gannaway.  
 

My writing was growing, and I was 

writing a lot about life, love and real 

emotions inspired by my own life and 
those close around me.  

 

After meeting the iconic Bill Chambers at a jam night in Newcastle we caught up to 

chat about my next album and I began working on this with Bill in his studio 

Chambers Avenue Recording Studio on the NSW Central Coast.  
 

Bill has been an incredible producer and musical talent on my songs and in March 

2020, right when covid shut the country down I released my album ‘Blue Skies Open 

Eyes’ which seen a number of tracks across multiple National and International 
charts including ‘Skinny Jeans’ which came in at #9 in the ASA 2020 awards for 

Country Songs.  

 

I’ve continued working with Bill over the past 2 years and have released 4 singles. 
Most recently ‘I Still Think About You’ co-written with David Javier Sarmiento. This 

single hit iTunes on the Country and All Genre charts and gives listeners a taste of 

what’s to come in my upcoming album release planned to release early 2023. This 

album includes 12 original tracks including co-writes over the past 2 years.  
 

I’ve grown as a songwriter, musician and performer and have experimented with 

more upbeat Country Rock/ Pop and folk ballads.  

 

I’ve strengthens my storytelling and this next album includes tracks which have been 
inspired by my own real life events along with those around me.  

 

I’m really excited to see where this next album will lead me as an artist and I’m sure 

there will be more collaborative projects in my future 



Members News And Information  
 

1. Thanks To Michelle Parsons 

Melbourne singer/songwriter, Michelle Parsons, 

has stepped aside from her role as Regional Co-

Ordinator and ASA Wax Lyrical compere for 

Sunbury VIC, due to her busy gigging and life 

schedule. 

Michelle’s last Wax Lyrical was on 3 November 

2022.  

Many thanks to Michelle from the ASA Board and 

best wishes for the future. 

ASA Sunbury is now looking for a replacement 

Regional Co-Ordinator and Wax Lyrical compere.  

If you are interested, or know somebody that may 
be interested, please contact Brian Ward on 

jackdogdude@gmail.com. 

 

2. Jane Cornes- Maclean’s Latest Book Release 

Former ASA Regional Co-Ordinator for Perth WA, 

Jane Cornes-Maclean, has a new book release 

entitled Cockroach and Other Stories.  

The book is a collection of twenty-one whimsical, 

insightful tales that reveal a world filled with 

humour and pathos.  

It includes Jane’s short story, Cockroach, which 

was awarded the prestigious Australasian 

Association of Writing Programs/Australian Short 
Story Festival Emerging Writers Short Story Prize 

in 2020.  

The book, and other publications, is available from 

http://www.juicecreativ.com/books-by-jane.html 

 

 

 

mailto:jackdogdude@gmail.com


Latest Music Releases From ASA Members And Friends 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Mark Cawley’s Monthly Songwriting Blog 

 

 
 

Songwriting: Staging Your Lyric 
 

If you’ve been writing songs for a while, you’ve no doubt heard the phrase “show, 

not tell”. It’s the art of letting the listener into your world, letting them see what you 
see. Colour and detail are your tools. But how do you go about doing this more? 

 

Think of your lyric writing like a stager. 

 
A stager is the person who goes into a house for sale with the job of making it 

inviting for the potential buyers. If they cram too much into the house it’s harder for 

the buyer to picture themselves there.  

 
If they were to just take everything out of the house, they present a different 

problem. The buyer has to imagine themselves in this empty space. But, if the skilled 

stager can put in just enough to give the buyer a feel for how the house could work 

for them, it makes a world of difference and contributes to the sale of the house in 
the end. 

 

I first heard of this idea from Jimmy McDonough’s bio of Neil Young called “Shakey”.  

 

It’s a brilliant analogy for any lyricist to think about how they can invite the listener 
into their story. It’s also an art to balance the right amount of color and detail. If you 

endlessly use words to describe every part of your lyric a listener has no room to put 

themselves in it which is what a great song has the power to do. But if you put in 



just the right amount of color and detail, the listener can see what you want them to 

see and they can take it from there. 
 

Sometimes this can be as simple as giving someone a name instead of “she or he”. 

Maybe it’s using a word like “auburn” instead of “red”, “Rebel Yell” instead of 

“whiskey” or “Penny Lane“, instead of “my street”.  
 

You get the idea. Think of your song like that house for sale and stage your lyric to 

sell. 

 
 

Mark Cawley 

 

Nashville Tennessee 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mark Cawley is a hit songwriter who coaches other writers around the globe through 

his one-on-one, online service iDocoach.com. His songs have been on more than 16 

million records with cuts ranging from Tina Turner, Joe Cocker to Wynonna Judd and 

Paul Carrack to The Spice Girls and many more.  
 

His book, Song Journey, was released in April 2019 and went to #1 in 6 categories 

on Amazon. Mark is a judge for the UK Songwriting Contest, Nashville Rising Star, 

Belmont University’s Commercial Music program, and West Coast Songwriter events.  
 

He’s also a contributing author to USA Songwriting, In Tune Magazine, and 

Songwriter Magazine, a sponsor for the Australian Songwriting Association, and a 

past mentor for The Songwriting Academy UK. Born and raised in Syracuse, New 

York, Mark now resides in Nashville, Tennessee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



The Load Out 
 
With much of Australia under water in recent months, we thought that we should 

remind you to rescue the IMPORTANT things from your house before the waters rise 

too high. 
 

This guy has the right idea! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



About Us:  
 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 
Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 

accomplished members. 
 

Aims of the Association: 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 
 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 
 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 
 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 
 

 To aid the professional development of members; 
 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information; 
 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  
 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 
 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Songwriting Awards Night. 

 
History of the ASA: 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 

(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  
 

Today, the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry.  
 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 
 

Contact Us: 
  

Mail:   2/2 Rawson Street Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 
 

Phone/Fax:  (02) 9516 4960 
 

Email:    asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 
 

Website:   www.asai.org.au 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

   www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 
 

Youtube:  www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 
 

Patron:  Glenn A Baker 
 

Life Members: Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea, 
Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Rob Fairbairn, 

Brian Henderson Ward and Kieran Roberts. 



Directors: 
 

Denny Burgess  Chairman 
 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 

Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 
 

Clare Burgess  Director, Chief Executive Officer and Secretary 
 

Gary Luck   Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Regional Co-Ordinators: 
 

Ana Key  Canberra ACT   anak@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Adelaide SA   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Brian Ward  Melbourne VIC  brianw@asai.org.au 
 

Brendan Smoother Northern Rivers NSW  brendans@asai.org.au 
 

Chris Fisher  Northern Rivers NSW  chrisf@asai.org.au 
 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au   
 

Jane Cornes-Maclean Perth WA   janecm@asai.org.au 
 

Jo Dunning  Blue Mountains NSW  jod@asai.org.au 
 

Julia Marr  Cairns & Tablelands QLD juliam@asai.org.au 
 

Kerrie Garside  Sunshine Coast QLD  kerrieg@asai.org.au 
 

Lisa Sutton  Dalby QLD   lisas@asai.org.au 
 

Marcus Cassells Ballarat/Goldfields VIC marcusc@asai.org.au 
 

Maria Harkins  Gippsland VIC   mariah@asai.org.au 
 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 
 

Melinda J Wells Wide Bay Burnett QLD  melindajw@asai.org.au 
 

Melissa Black  South East QLD  melissab@asai.org.au 
 

Michelle Parsons Sunbury VIC   michellep@asai.org.au 
 

Paul Vella  Central Coast NSW  paulv@asai.org.au 
 

Russell Neale  Sydney NSW   russelln@asai.org.au 
 

Sandy Bennett Newcastle NSW  sandyb@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Barnes Yarra Valley VIC  wendyb@asai.org.au 
 

Webmaster: 
 

Dean Mackin, F1 Internet Services, (0409 240 660) 
 

2021 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriter of the Year  
    

Graham Howle (NSW) 
 

2021 Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 
    

Thomas Libreri & Tessa Libreri (VIC) 
 

2021 ASA Regional Co-Ordinator Of The Year:  
 

Sandy Louise (Newcastle NSW) 
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mailto:kerrieg@asai.org.au
mailto:lisas@asai.org.au
mailto:melindajw@asai.org.au
mailto:melissab@asai.org.au
mailto:paulv@asai.org.au


Australian Songwriters Hall Of Fame:  
 

2021: Terry Britten (The Twilights and Solo) 
 

2020: Colin Hay (Men At Work) 
 

2019: Andrew “Greedy” Smith & Martin “Plaza” Murphy (Mental As Anything) 
 

2018: Iva Davies (Icehouse) 
 

2017: Vikki Thorn, Donna Simpson & Josh Cunningham (The Waifs) 
 

2016: Andrew Farris and Michael Hutchence (INXS) 
 

2015: Johnny Young 
 

2014: Kate Ceberano 
 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 
 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)  
 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 
 

2010: Richard Clapton 
 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 
 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 
 

2007: Brian Cadd (Axiom, The Groop and solo) 
 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (Little River Band)  
 

2005: Russell Morris 
 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 
 

Lifetime Achievement Award: 
 

2017: Christine Anu, for her work as a Songwriter in the Music Industry for First 

Nations Peoples  

 

2021 Australian Songwriting Contest Category Winners: 
 

Graham Howle (NSW) Australia Category 
 

Lindsay Waddington & David Allan Caswell (QLD) Ballad Category 
 

Graham Howle (NSW) Comedy/Novelty Category (Joint) 
 

Russell Neal (NSW) Comedy/Novelty Category (Joint) 
 

Niamh Watson and Rod McCormack (NSW) Contemporary Pop/Dance Category 
 

Michael McGee & Jeff Oxford (USA) Country Category 
 

Anirban Banerjee (ACT) Folk/Acoustic Category 
 

Neville Kaye (NSW) Instrumental/World Music Category 
 

Tony King (NSW) Lyrics Category 
 

Ben Ransom (QLD) Open Category 
 

Richard Madden (NSW) Rock/Indie Category 
 

Donna Dyson (QLD) Songs For Children Category 
 

Jacques Gentil (VIC) Spiritual Category 
 

Georgie Raft (SA) Youth Category 
 



Australian Songwriters Of The Year & Rudy Brandsma Award Winners:  
 

 Songwriters Of The Year Rudy Brandsma Award Winners 

 
2021 Graham Howle Thomas Libreri & Tessa Libreri 

2020 

2019 

2018 

Tony King 

Steve Montgomery 

Anirban Banerjee 

Cathy Dobson 

Tiffany Gow 

Lola Brinton 
2017 

2016 

Steve Montgomery 

Donna Dyson & Damien Leith 

Samantha Mooney 

Alex Tobin 

2015 Karen Guymer George Begbie 

2014 Rick Hart Robert McIntosh 

2013 Jacques Gentil Dani Karis 
2012 Andrew Winton Melia & Nerida Naughton 

2011 Brian Chapman Katie Hardyman 

2010 Kate Rowe Karen Guymer 

2009 Tony King Kate Lush 
2008 Jason Campbell-Smith Jo-Kelly Stephenson 

2007 Simon Shapiro Brenda-Lee Heathcote 

2006 Emma Joleen Daniel Arvidson 

2005 Michael Maher K’Crasher 
2004 Trish Delaney-Brown Callee Mann 

2003 Contest Not Held Contest Not Held 

2002 Kyls Burtland Sara Downs 

2001 Helen Mottee Keith Armitage 
2000 Andrew Horabin Tomino Speciale 

1999 Alf Tuohy Mike Kidd 

1998 Kyls Burtland Not Known 

1997 Xanthe Littlemore Michael Waugh 

1996 Mark Crocker Felicity Hunt 
1995 Rob Pippan Sharon Bothe 

1994 Danny Hooper & Steve Cole Nigel Foote 

1993 Not Known Billy Dettmer 

1992 Not Known John Cooney 
1991 Not Known Not Known 

1990 Ian Paulin Jane Robertson 

1989 Steve Wade Not Known 

1988 Steve Wade Steve Wade 
1987 Not Known Not Known 

1986 Rob Stambulic Stu Storm 

1985 Ross Nicholson & John Coco Steve Wade 

1984 Not Known Debbie Bignell & Tony Stark 

1983 Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell 
1982 Not Known Nil Commenced in 1983 

1981 Not Known Nil Commenced in 1983 

1980 Not Known Nil Commenced in 1983 

1979 Nil Commenced in 1980 Nil Commenced in 1983 
 

This publication is © 2022 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc.,  

ABN 12 140 838 710, and may not be re-used without permission.  The 

views expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers and may not 
necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. The ASA acknowledges and thanks 

all sources from which information for this magazine has been obtained. 


