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Chairman’s Message 

 
Happy New Year everyone, 

 
Now that we have taken a break after what was the 

best and most successful year ever for the ASA, your 

Board is back ‘on the case’ and working hard, in order 

to make 2017 even bigger and better. 
 

There are talks going on to bring the National 

Songwriting Awards Evening forward in 2017, as for 

the last few years it has seemed to interrupt some 

Member’s plans for Christmas. It is early days yet, but 
any feedback would be welcome, so please email me if 

you have a view on this. My details are on the 

‘Contact Details’ page on the ASA Website.  

 
Plans are also being put forward for Directors to visit 

our Regional Coordinators this year to participate in 

special ‘ASA Top 30 Showcases’, with local APRA reps invited along to speak and 

listen to ASA Members perform. This could prove to be a very positive step forward 
for our organisation. 

 

You can be sure that the Board will keep you up to date with any breaking news. For 

now it is back to work for all Directors to help get the 2017 Australian Songwriting 
Contest up and running. 

 

Editor and Vice Chairman Alan Gilmour has started off the year with a bang, bringing 

you a cracker (no pun intended) of an eNewsletter. I would personally like to thank 

Alan for the inclusion of the ‘Throb’ interview. It was a long time ago, but it seems 
like only yesterday. The story from Director Gary Luck re the song about his father is 

fascinating. I have heard Gary sing the tune, and I can tell you he has a special ‘feel’ 

for it. It is a wonderful and haunting song. Enjoy the missive! 

 
See you at the ‘Wax Lyricals’ and ‘Showcases’ this year. 

 

Denny Burgess 
 

Editor’s Message  
 

Welcome to our first edition of The Australian Songwriter for 2017. 
 

In this edition, we look back at some of the highlights of the 2016 National 

Songwriting Awards and speak to 2016 Rudy Brandsma Award winner, Alex Tobin, 

and 2016 Youth Category winner, Sophia Chesworth. There’s also a couple of 

interesting articles on ASA directors, Denny Burgess and Gary Luck. Happy reading! 
 

The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and 

readers of the magazine.  If you have anything that you would like to say about 

yourself, other songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, 
simply send your contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au. 

 

Alan Gilmour 



 

 

The Red Carpet: 2016 National Songwriting Awards 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Thanks To The Orion Centre! 
 
The Orion Centre in Sydney was an unlikely, but ultimately inspired choice, for the 

2016 National Songwriting Awards.  It is great to see that the splendor of some of 

these Art Deco monuments from the 1930s are still being preserved for the future. 

 
The venue is home to one of the finest remaining Wurlitzer theatre organs in 

Australia, and guests were treated to an opening fanfare from the organ. 

 
The organ itself dates from 

1927, when it was shipped 
from the US to Australia, to 

be installed in Sydney’s 

Capitol Theatre.  

 
It contains 173 orchestral 

and organ effects and cost 

the massive sum of $42,000 

at the time. 
 

The organ continued to be 

used until 1957, when 

television began to overtake 

cinemas. 
 

The organ was kept in storage from 1963 by the Theatre Organ Society of Australia, 

until it found its new home in The Orion Centre in 1988. 



 

 

Behind The Scenes At The 2016 National Songwriting Awards 

 
The stage is ready               The venue is ready               The entertainment is ready 

 
The trophies are ready         More trophies are ready!       The merchandise is ready 

 
The MC is ready                   The audience is ready           The hostesses are ready 

 
Roger is ready                   The ASA volunteers are ready   The Chairman is ready 

 

 
It’s Showtime! 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sophia Chesworth: 2016 Winner of the Youth Category 

 
Fifteen year-old Sophia Chesworth was the winner of the 2016 Youth Category, 
with her song, Homeless Bound. We took the opportunity to speak with Sophia prior 

to her presentation at the 2016 National Songwriting Awards. 

 

ASA:  Your winning song is called Homeless Bound. How did you come to write that? 
 

Sophia: I’ve lived in Sydney for my whole life and for as long as I can remember, 

there’s a homeless lady that’s been there, and every time I’d walk to the bus stop to 

go to school, I’d see her, and I’d think to myself, is there anything I could do to 
help? 

 

I decided to write a song about her, hoping somehow to raise awareness for 

homelessness. 
 

ASA: And when did you write the song? 

 

Sophia: I wrote it last year, and then a month after I finished writing it, I went back 

and changed quite a bit of it, because I’d seen her more often, and I changed some 
of the things I’d written about, and to make it as truthful as possible. 

 

I feel it’s one of the best ways to get a message across and I’d like to somehow get 

involved with a charity and have the song help raise awareness of the issue. 
 

ASA: They’re lovely words. You wrote the melody as well. How did that come to you? 

After the words? 

 



 

 

Sophia:  Well, whenever I’d 

see her, I’d write a few 

things down, and I’d play my 
guitar, and I just sang a lot 

of the words myself, and it 

just sort of came together.  

 
Then, I went back and 

tweaked all of my ideas, and 

formed it into a song. 

 
ASA: And what did your 

school friends think of this? 

 

Sophia: Yes, I’ve played it 
at school a few times.  

 

Some of my friends have 

actually seen this homeless 

lady as well, so they can 
relate to it as well, and they 

think it’s really good that I’m 

writing about homelessness.   

 
ASA: Have you written other 

songs as well? 

 

Sophia: Yes, I have. I’ve co-
written some songs and 

written some on my own.  

 

I’m actually releasing a 

single at the Tamworth 
Country Music Festival in 

January (2017), and I’m 

recording it in a week, and it’s called Shine On Me. It’s one of my originals.   

 
ASA: And you’re into country music? 

 

Sophia:  Yes, with all of my songs, country pop, country folk vibes just naturally 

come across through the songs.  It’s all I listen to pretty much, country music. 
 

ASA: And where will you be performing up in Tamworth? 

 

Sophia: I’m busking, I have a few gigs, I’m singing on the ABC stage and I’m 
opening for the Cassi (Hilbers) and Liam (Kennedy-Clark) album launch.  

 

I’m also singing at the TSA Awards, because I won the Youth section last year.  I’m 

really excited about that. I’m singing the song that won, There For Me, and then my 

newer songs. 
 



 

 

ASA: It sounds like you have a great career coming up. Are you interested, when 

you leave school, in studying music, or becoming a performer or a professional 

musician? 
 

Sophia: Yeah, my dream is to become a successful country music artist, definitely in 

Australia, and overseas as well. One of my biggest dreams is to go to Nashville, and 

just co-write with a lot of people, perform and get out there. 
 

ASA: What has been the main influence on your performance? 

 

Sophia: From a young age, I guess, Taylor Swift got me into the whole country 
scene, and then I started listening to a lot of Australian country music artists, 

especially Amber Lawrence would be a big influence on me. 

 

ASA: She’s a bit more “rock-ie”, isn’t she?  
 

Sophia: Yes, I love a lot of the messages in her songs as well. They’re really 

inspirational. 

 

ASA: So, looking forward, to ten year’s time, where would you like to be in terms of 
your career? 

 

Sophia:  Well, I’d love to be a successful country music artist. Go to Nashville, 

definitely. I’m going to keep going to country music festivals, like Tamworth, 
Gympie. I’d love to have an EP out and a few albums. That’s the big dream. 

 

ASA: All your own material? 

 
Sophia: Yes, definitely. 

 

ASA: So, if you could name a female country singer to sing one of your best songs, 

who would she be? 

 
Sophia: St the moment, I’m really liking Kaylee Bell’s new song, Getting Closer, and 

I really like that sort of vibe for my songs, so if she could sing one of my songs, that 

would be cool, or Carrie Underwood, I really love Carrie Underwood. 

 
ASA: Thanks for talking with us today and we really look forward to hearing you up 

on stage tonight. 

 

Sophia: It’s great to be here. 

 
 

-0- 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

2017 Australia Day Awards 

 

Left to Right:Paul Kelly, Nick Cave, Jimmy Barnes and John “Swanee” Swan. 
 

The holy trinity of legendary Australian musicians have picked up Australia Day 

honours this year, with Jimmy Barnes, Nick Cave and Paul Kelly all awarded Officer 

of the General Division of the Order of Australia.  
 

Jimmy Barnes was awarded the honour for his "distinguished service to the 

performing arts as a musician, singer and songwriter, and through support for not-

for-profit organisations, particularly to children with a disability". 
 

Nick Cave was honoured for "distinguished service to the performing arts as a 

musician, songwriter, author and actor, both nationally and internationally, and as a 

major contributor to Australian music culture and heritage". 
 

Paul Kelly was honoured for for "distinguished service to the performing arts and to 

the promotion of the national identity through contributions as a singer, songwriter 

and musician".  

 
Barnes has commented on the top distinction in a statement: "I just wanted to say 

thank you to whoever decides these things of course, but more importantly, those 

who have worked so hard and sweated with me at all the shows that I have done 

over the last forty odd years. 
 

"I came to this country as a young Scottish immigrant with dreams and hopes. This 

country and the people who live here have allowed and helped me to realize those 

dreams. Thanks to everyone who I have met along that road. 
 

"No matter what day we celebrate Australia Day, let’s celebrate it together and give 

thanks to the original inhabitants of this vast country. We are lucky to be sharing it 

with them … I am humbled by this." 

 
Another musical Australia Day honour recipient was Barnes' brother, John 'Swanee' 

Swan "for service to music as a performer, and to the community through charitable 

organisations".  

 
Courtesy themusic.com.au. 

 

 

 



 

 

Alex Tobin: 2016 Winner Of The Rudy Brandsma Award For 

Songwriting Excellence 
 

Wagga Wagga NSW singer/songwriter, Alex 

Tobin, was the winner of the 2016 Rudy 
Brandsma Award.  

 

The award is presented annually by the 

Directors of the ASA in recognition of 
songwriting excellence by an ASA member 

during the course of that year’s Australian 

Songwriting Contest. 

 

Originally from Wollongong NSW, Alex first 
became interested in music, as a fan, during 

his teenage years. “I just used to play covers 

and sing”, says Alex. 

 
Alex became interested in songwriting when 

he was living in Canada on a working holiday, 

where he met and worked with Canadian 

songwriter, Mike Plume. He then linked up 
with Canadian recording/mixing engineer, Neil 

Devereaux, in 2012. Neil helped Alex record 

some demos of songs that he had written. “Neil continued to mentor me”, says Alex, 

“until I was comfortable writing independently”. 
 

Alex and Neil jointly won the International Category in the 2013 Australian 

Songwriting Contest, with their song, “Last Call”. Alex became the first Australian 

songwriter to win this Award, against international competition. His music video for 

"Last Call" went on to achieve over 150,000 views on Youtube. 
 

Alex’s has received further recognition at the National Songwriting Awards in the 

past couple of years, becoming a two-time runner-up and receiving an additional five 

Top 10 placings in various Category awards.  
 

In 2016, Alex was the winner of the prestigious Rudy Brandsma Award. Alex says 

“Winning the Rudy Brandsma Award was extremely exciting. There’s such a great 

support network between songwriters in the Australian Songwriting Contest. Despite 
being in competition with each other, we all really want each other to do well. So, I 

enjoy the Awards as both an individual achievement, and being part of a supportive 

songwriting community”. 

 
Alex is also about to release his debut EP, entitled “Waiting”. His brand new single, 

the title track, "Waiting", is set for release in February 2017. Look out also for his 

brand new music video. Following release of the EP, Alex is hoping to get an album 

out as soon as possible.  

 
“Most importantly, though, is that I just want to keep on writing and never stop 

learning. I really enjoy challenging myself to write better songs every time I pick up 

a guitar”, says Alex. 

 



 

 

Wax Lyrical Roundup 

 
Sydney NSW, 15 December 2016, Concord Bowling Club  

 
The Sydney Christmas Wax Lyrical is held every year, on the night following the 

National Songwriting Awards. Here are a few photos from the night, courtesy of 

Simple Simon’s Photography: 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Central Coast NSW 12 December 2016, Tall Timbers Hotel 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 



 

 

ASA Regional QLD, 12 December 2016, Dalby QLD 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

Central Coast NSW 9 January 2017, Tall Timbers Hotel 

 

 
 



 

 

Gympie QLD 3 February 2017, 26 Channon St Gympie 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Yarra Ranges VIC 2 February 2017, The Who Club, Warburton VIC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

The Throb: Australia’s First Punk Band? 

 
Apart from all of his other music 

industry pursuits, ASA Chairman, 
Denny Burgess, has been kept 

particularly busy this past year, 

performing with The Dead 

Singer Band.  
 

He also featured in a recent 

article in Forbes Magazine, 

written by music writer, Jim 

Clash, about his early days with 
the Australian Band, The Throb.  

 

We re-print the article below:  

 
“Was Australia's The Throb, 

Famous for Fortune Teller, 

The First Punk Band?” 

 
Sometimes, an obscure group 

does a version of a classic rock 

song that stands above more famous bands that cover the same tune. Such was the 

case with a small group from Australia called The Throb. Its cover of Allen 
Toussaint’s Fortune Teller, released in 1966, outshines similar versions recorded by 

The Rolling Stones, The Who and The Hollies. 

 

A while back we caught up with Throb vocalist/bassist Denny Burgess, still in the 

music business down under as head of Denny Burgess Management in Sydney, for 
some perspective. Burgess has fond memories of a time in his life when he became 

famous almost overnight, and about how a case could be made that his group was 

one of the original punk bands. 

 
Jim Clash: To me, The Throb’s version of Fortune Teller is the gold standard for that 

tune. How did it come about that you recorded it? 

 

Denny Burgess: I had just come out of school, and we had a band called the No 
Names that auditioned for the label Albert Productions, more music publishers than 

recorders. The manager of the Easybeats, on the Albert label, wanted to manage us 

as well, signed us up, and we became The Throb.  

 

We were trying out original material, and they said that we would suit this song that 
they had the rights to. It was called Fortune Teller. The Rolling Stones had recorded 

it but not released it in Australia. Alberts asked us if we would like to try. We listened 

and said, “Okay. We’ll give it a go.” It became a hit all over Australia and was a 

fantastic start to my career. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eodq28LrBGM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eodq28LrBGM


 

 

JC: What interested you most in 

that particular song? 

 
DB: We had an affinity with it. 

The Throb sounded a bit like the 

Stones. I liked the song because 

it suited my voice. We did the 
same type of harmony thing in it, 

too. We could do fairly good 

harmonies. The lyrics were 

clever. I also liked that there was 
harmonica in it. It’s a great song 

and always goes down well. 

Songs like that probably live 

forever.  
 

The Throb (Left to Right):  Marty Van Wyk, Peter Figures, John Bell and 

Denny Burgess. 

 

In fact, I still sing it! My brother was the first drummer for AC/DC, and when we 
occasionally do things together, invariably we get asked to do Fortune Teller. And we 

do it. 

 

JC: How did Fortune Teller change your life? 
 

DB: When we made that song, it was an instant hit in Australia. It just took off and 

was a really amazing time for me. We were traveling around the country doing all 

these TV shows. The Stones did come down to Australia – we didn’t get to see them 
because we were in different states - but our label had a conversation with Brian 

Jones and Keith Richards, who said I sounded like Mick Jagger (laughs).  

 

They eventually did release the song in Australia, but our version stayed near the top 

of the charts and had the momentum by that time. So if you like to say it, we really 
did out-sell the Stones in Australia on that particular song. Later on, I heard The 

Who’s version. Every time I hear a version of Fortune Teller, I’m very interested. 

Obviously, it was a really big start to my career. 

 
JC: When I listen to you guys, I think of punk. Did anyone ever tell you that you 

were among the original punk bands? 

 

DB: We’ve had write-ups at various stages, and sometimes they’d say we were the 
original punk band. We had that rebellious streak, were against authority, had long 

hair – very much an anti-establishment band. And we had a great cult following in 

Australia.  

 
We were very punky, in the way we were living at that particular time, too. Later on, 

when I was living in England in the 1970s when punk came along with Johnny Rotten 

and all that, I thought, ‘Well, we’ve done this before (laughs).’  

 

But I actually believe we were before our time as far as punk goes”. 

 

 



 

 

Wendy J Ford: 2016 ASA Regional Co-Ordinator of the Year 

 
Photo (Left To Right): Ewan James (Northern Rivers NSW); Melinda J Wells 
(Gympie QLD); Wendy J Ford (Northern Rivers NSW); Angelo Pash (Adelaide 

SA); Kerrie Garside (Central Coast NSW); Matt Sertori (Hobart TAS); Wendy 

J Barnes (Yarra Valley VIC); and Garry Bagnell (Gold Coast QLD). 

 
Wendy J Ford was selected as the 2016 ASA Regional Co-Ordinator of the Year for 
her outstanding work in the Northern Rivers NSW region. 

 

Wendy was honoured at the 2016 National Songwriters Awards and presented with 

her trophy. 
 

Wendy conducts monthly Wax Lyrical open-mic nights at the Lismore Workers Club 

in Lismore NSW. She is now being assisted by the ASA’s other Regional Co-Ordinator 

for the region, Ewan James. 

 
Congratulations, Wendy, and congratulations to all of the ASA’s other Regional Co-

Ordinators around Australia, who represent the ASA in their regions and assist local 

songwriters in their areas.  

 
ASA Director, Gary Luck, who also manages the Regional Co-Ordinators across 

Australia, said that he is proud to be part of such an energetic and dedicated team. 

He wished Wendy, and all ASA Regional Co-Ordinators the best for 2017. 
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Gary Luck: Remembering The 75th Anniversary of the Bombing of 

Darwin 
 

ASA Director, Gary Luck, 
has been asked by the 

Northern Territory 

Government, to perform at 

the ceremony on 19 
February 2017, to mark 

the 75th anniversary of the 

bombing of Darwin.  

 

Gary has a family 
connection to the bombing, 

through his father, who 

was stationed at Darwin at 

the time, in The Australian 
Army.  

 

 

Here is Gary’s story: 
 

“My Dad was in Darwin with the Army on 19 February 1942.  He never talked much 

about the war, but on a train trip across the Nullabor a few years ago, for some 

reason, he opened up a bit, and started telling me little bits and pieces about the 
bombing of Darwin, and what it was like in those hellish days in Darwin.   

 

With the bit of information he gave me, from what he could remember, I made some 

notes, and decided that I should try and turn his recollection into a song, so that 

some of these memories would not be lost.  I hope I have done him proud.  I called 
it ‘Blood on the Frangipani’, after the tropical flower my Mum loved the best.   

 

My father, Stanley Edward Luck VX 21737/3520 fought in the Second World War. He 

was a gunner with the 2/12 Field Artillery when he arrived in Darwin in July 1941, 
courtesy of an old army transport truck, stopping only for two pots of beer at the 

Tennant Creek pub, to celebrate his 21st birthday on the way there.  

 

He was present during the bombing of Darwin on 19 February 1942 and in many 
subsequent days and months. He was guarding Parap airfield when the first bombs 

hit shortly after 10am. He was later to fight against the Japanese Army on the 

Kokoda Track. I dedicate this song to him and to all the others, both service and 

civilian, that were there in Darwin on 19 February 1942.  

 
This is their story. Lest We Forget.  

 

Gary Luck, February 2012.  

  
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

BLOOD ON THE FRANGIPANI 

(WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN) 

 
 Words and Music by Gary Luck  

 
VERSE ONE 

 

I WAS STANDING AT THE CORNER OF THE PUB ON CAVENAGH 

  
IT WAS ALMOST 10 AM AND MEN WERE WAITING AT THE BAR 

 

WHEN I HEARD A SIREN WAILING AND A DRONING FROM AFAR 

 
RED ZEROES COMIN IN FROM THE BLOOD OF PEARL HARBOUR 

 

 

FIRST CHORUS  

 
THEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

    

WE FOUGHT THEM FROM OUR ROOFTOPS WITH MATES THAT I ONCE KNEW 

 
BUT IF YOU WEREN’T IN DARWIN HOW COULD YOU HAVE A CLUE 

 

WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

 
 

VERSE TWO 

 

AND A LONELY WIRRAWAY SCRAMBLED FOR THE SKY 
 

IT NEVER HAD A CHANCE NEVER GOT THE CHANCE TO FLY 

 

IT WAS BLOWN TO SMITHEREENS RIGHT BEFORE MY BLOODY EYES 

 
AUSTRALIA WAS AT WAR AND DARWIN WAS THE PRIZE 

 

 

SECOND CHORUS 
  

THEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

   

WE FOUGHT THEM FROM OUR TRENCHES WITH MATES THAT I ONCE KNEW 
 

BUT IF YOU WEREN’T IN DARWIN HOW COULD YOU HAVE A CLUE 

 

WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

VERSE THREE 

 

AND DOWN ON DARWIN JETTY SIXTEEN WHARFIES LAY 
 

THEIR BODIES BURNT AND BATTERED FROM THE FIRE AND OILY HAZE 

 

WHILE OUT THERE ON THE HARBOUR THE MANUNDA WAS ABLAZE 
 

AS THE PEARY AND NEPTUNA DISAPPEARED BENEATH THE WAVES 

 

 
THIRD CHORUS 

 

THEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

     
WE FOUGHT THEM FROM OUR BUNKERS WITH MATES THAT I ONCE KNEW 

  

BUT IF YOU WEREN’T IN DARWIN HOW COULD YOU HAVE A CLUE 

 

WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 
 

NARRATIVE BRIDGE 

 

“ON THE 19TH FEBRUARY 1942, 242 JAPANESE AIRCRAFT BOMBED AND STRAFED 
DARWIN IN TWO SEPARATE ATTACKS.  THEY KILLED OR WOUNDED OVER 600 

PEOPLE IN THE FIRST TWO HOURS AND THE ATTACKS WENT ON RIGHT ACROSS 

THE TOP END ALL THE WAY FROM BROOME IN THE WEST TO TOWNSVILLE IN THE 

EAST FOR ANOTHER 21 MONTHS.  DARWIN ITSELF WAS BOMBED ON 64 
OCCASIONS BUT NEWS OF THE ATTACKS WAS CENSORED BY THE AUSTRALIAN 

GOVERNMENT AT THE TIME TO PREVENT PANIC IN THE SOUTH.” 

 

VERSE FOUR 

 
DID THEY KNOW IT IN THE SOUTH WHAT WE ALL WENT THROUGH 

 

DID IT SPREAD BY WORD OF MOUTH THE THINGS THAT WE ALL KNEW 

 
THE DAY THEY BOMBED OLD DARWIN TURNED THE TOP END UPSIDE DOWN 

 

BUT THE BATTLE LINES WERE DRAWN AWAY FROM BRISBANE AND  

 
THE SOUTH 

 

 

FOURTH CHORUS 
  

COS THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

     

WE FOUGHT THEM WITH OUR BROOMSTICKS FOR THE LIKES OF ME AND YOU 

 
AND YET HERE IN AUSTRALIA DID WE REALLY HAVE A CLUE 

 

WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 



 

 

VERSE FIVE 

 

AND I NEVER THOUGHT I’D SEE OUR BLOOD ON THE FRANGIPANI 
 

OR GUNS BLAZING FROM HER DECKS AS THE PEARY SANK AND VANISHED 

 

BUT THE TRACER BULLETS SCREAMED FROM THE CANNON ON THEIR  
 

WINGS 

 

AND RIPPED OUR FLESH AND BONES APART - TORE AT OUR HEART  
 

STRINGS 

 

FIFTH CHORUS 
  

COS THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

   

WE FOUGHT THEM WITH LEE ENFIELD AND MATES LIKE SNOW AND BLUE 

  
AND YET HERE IN AUSTRALIA DID WE REALLY HAVE A CLUE 

 

WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

 
FINALE 

 

WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942  

 
WHEN THE BOMBS RAINED DOWN ON DARWIN IN 1942 

 

AD LIB  

 

AND I HOPE - I NEVER SEE - OUR BLOOD ON THE FRANGIPANI  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

2016 PPCA Live Performance Award 

 
Photo (Left To Right): Rob Lyons, David Hinds and Lyn Hinds (The Bounty 

Hunters), presenter Jim White, Kristy James and presenter Meryl Gross. 
 

The PPCA (Phonographic Performance Company of Australia 

Limited) is a national, non-government, not-for-profit 

organization, that represents the interest of record 

companies and Australian recording artists. 

The PPCA works together with its licensors, being thousands 

of Australian recording artists and hundreds of labels both 

major and independent.  

While PPCA enables businesses to thrive by playing a 
repertoire of quality music, they also safeguard the rights of 

thousands of Australian recording artists and labels, 

ensuring that they receive a fair return for their music. 

Each year, the PPCA sponsors the Live Performance Award at the National 
Songwriting Awards. At the 2016 Awards, the PPCA selected The Bounty Hunters and 

Kristy James as the award winners. 

Congratulations to The Bounty Hunters and to Kristy James for their awards, and 

thanks to the PPCA for its wonderful work. 



 

 

Sponsors Profiles: 

 
Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club 

 
Thanks to major sponsor, the Wests Ashfield Club.  
 
A premier entertainment and dining venue, and home of Wests Tigers and Wests 

Magpies Rugby League teams, Wests Ashfield is an excellent place to visit in 
Sydney’s inner west.  

 

Not only supporting a host of local sporting and youth-related activities, the Club lifts 

itself above the rest by also being a “Patron of the Arts”, as demonstrated by its 

incredible ongoing sponsorship of the ASA. All music lovers are encouraged to return 
the favour by becoming a member of Wests Ashfield, and at very least, indulging 

yourself by enjoying some of the culinary delights the Club has on offer. 

The Garden is an exquisite haven that transports the diner to another world, where 

the freshness of the food, music and surroundings, is becoming legendary. The Chef 
sources food straight from farms in regional NSW, from paddock to plate, to produce 

exquisite meals with pure flavors and maximum healthy nutrition, that refresh the 

body and soul. You can feel the difference! 

Open until 2.00 am, Thursdays to Saturdays, Wests newest dining venue, Wongs’, 
features a variety of traditional favourites and modern dishes including laksa, 

homemade pancakes, dim sims, dumplings, wontons, soups & stir fried dishes. 

 

From the owners of Golden Times, voted Top 10 Yum Cha restaurant in Sydney, 

entering the casual eatery is like being transported to a hawker-style lane in the 

bustling, colourful streets of Asia. 
 

Wongs' is a traditional noodle bar with a twist. They blend classic flavours and 

contemporary hospitality to bring you centuries-old Chinese recipes with the modern 

vibe of Sydney’s Inner West. This is a place where knowledge meets passion and the 
young share a table with the wise. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS 

 

Thanks also to our other major sponsor, 
APRA/AMCOS, for vital core funding and 

for presenting the APRA/ASA Songwriter Of 

The Year awards at the 2016 National 

Songwriting Awards. 
 

APRA/AMCOS generously provides prize 

money of $3,000 to the winner/s of the 

APRA/ASA Songwriter Of The Year award, 
which this year, were Donna Dyson and 

Damien Leith. 

 

If you write music, you should become a member of APRA AMCOS. It’s free to join, 
and once you do, APRA AMCOS can help you make money from your music. 

 
Become part of a collective community of 87,000 songwriters! 

 

iDoCoach 

 
Hit US songwriter Mark Cawley‘s one 

on one coaching service for songwriters 

and artists is like nothing else out there.  

 
He has written for artists as diverse as 

Tina Turner, Joe Cocker, The Spice Girls, 

Billie Piper, Wynonna and past Pop Idol 

winners with songs on more than 15 

million records. Through Skype video, 
phone and in-person he is now helping 

artists and songwriters with their craft in 

the US and UK.  

 
There is no set curriculum, but rather sessions built on what you need to focus on. 

Sessions are built around your schedule.  

 

Ready to make the next step? Check it out at www.idocoach.com to see what clients 
and industry pro’s like 19 Entertainment and past Grammy and Golden Globe 

winners have to say! 

 

iDoCoach is a series of one-on-one coaching sessions, conducted via Skype video, 

in-person or by phone with hit songwriter Mark Cawley. These sessions are co-active, 
created by you and Mark, to focus on the areas of your writing or artist path that you 

most want to improve. Sessions are not preset but booked around your schedule. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.idocoach.com/


 

 

Maton Guitars 

 

A big thank you to sponsor, Maton 
Guitars, for supplying one of its 

beautiful acoustic guitars, as the prize 

for each year’s Rudy Brandsma Award. 

 
Maton was established in Melbourne in 

1946, and is currently celebrating 70 

years as Australia’s premier guitar 

brand.  
 

Maton manufactures and supplies many 

types of musical instruments, including 

electric guitars, acoustic guitars, and 
ukuleles. 

 

A big feature is Maton’s custom shop, 

which supplies custom orders, specific 

to body shape, tone woods decorative 
inlays. 

 

So, if you’re looking for an exceptional guitar, contact Maton on www.maton.com.au. 

 
Mackin Websites  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The ASA webmaster, Dean Mackin of Mackin’ Websites, has done an outstanding 
job in custom designing and building the latest ASA website.   

 

Dean’s work is on display at his website at www.f1.net.au. 

 
If you have any website needs, you can contact Dean on 0409 240 660 or on the 

internet at dmac@f1.net.au. 

 

 

 



 

 

Members News and Information 

1. Songwriters Meeting Point 

Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is 

looking to pursue musical collaboration 

with like-minded composers. Patrick can 

be contacted at  Patrick@patrickmcmurr 

ay.com. 

ASA member, Henry Hamad, is a 

lyricist who is looking for someone who 

would like to add music to his lyrics. If 

you can help Henry, please contact him 

on henry.hamad@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist 

who is seeking a composer to help 

create songs from her lyrics. If you can help, please contact Donna on 

donna_hotz@hotmail.com. 

Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is looking for a co-writer. His musical likes are 

“ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever 

project.” 
 

“I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has sent us 

some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested. 

Bob can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com. 

ASA member, Tony Bogan is a lyricist, who is looking to team up with a 

musician/composer, to put music to his words. 

Tony writes: “I have a collection of around 40 song lyrics I have written of varying 

ideas or themes (not boring love songs either) and I really want to team up with 

some good musos/composers ASAP.” 
 

“Two in particular I would like to get written with a view to getting someone to sing 

one of them on a talent show - e.g. The Voice or Who's Got Talent in the UK given 

their global themes.” 
 

Tony can be contacted on 0488 443 155 and tonydb71@gmail.com. 

 

Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com
mailto:henry.hamad@gmail.com
mailto:donna_hotz@hotmail.com
mailto:hbmarvin@gmail.com
https://webmail.bigpond.com/webedge/do/mail/message/mailto?to=tonydb71%40gmail.com
mailto:alang@asai.org.au


 

 

2016 In Memoriam 
 
The ASA would like to honour the memory of the following Australian 

songwriters who passed away in 2016. 

David Page was a charismatic songman, 
a leading indigenous composer and actor, 

and resident music director at Bangarra 

Dance Theatre.  

Although a funny, irreverent and intuitive 
composer, he was also sensitive and 

anxious to deliver stories in a respectful 

way on stage, on screen and in the 

atmospheric musical scores he created 
with his brother, Stephen, who worked 

with him as artistic director and 

choreographer.  

Following the 2002 tragedy of Stephen Page's youngest brother Russell, a lead 
dancer who took his own life, David’s early death at 55 has been another devastating 

loss to family, friends and the industry.  

Stevie Wright was an English-born 

musician and songwriter who has been 

called Australia’s first international 
popstar.  

Stevie’s early hits with The Easybeats 

were co-written with bandmate George 

Young, including, "She's So Fine”, 
“Wedding Ring", "Women (Make You Feel 

Alright)", "Come and See Her", "I'll Make 

You Happy" and "Sorry".  

His death at 68yo was not unexpected, 
since Stevie lived the classic rock n roll 

lifestyle to the extreme, but with him we 

lost one of the Australia’s greatest 

musicians and frontmen.  

Stevie, and co-writers, Harry Vanda and 
George Young, were the inaugural 

inductees into The Australian Songwriters 

Hall of Fame in 2004, at these very 

National Songwriting Awards. That figure 
on top of the Perpetual Trophy, was 

modelled on a frequent stance of Stevie, 

with one elbow above his head. 

Jon English was as an UK-born Australian performer and songwriter, who toured 
prolifically and won ACE, AFI, Mo and ARIA Awards.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Young_(rock_musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Young_(rock_musician)


 

 

He had many successful albums, wrote music for Against the Wind, Coolangatta 

Gold, and TV show All Together Now, which sold in over thirty countries, including 

Germany where it was called Rock and Roll Daddy!  

He utilised this success to fund-raise for the Save the Tasmanian Devil Appeal. In 

2015 Jon performed at the Sweden Rock Festival.  

Jon’s death at 66yo, due to unexpected post-operative complications, was a great 

shock and tragic loss because his talent was exquisite and everybody loved him. 

Ross Hannaford ("Hanna") was an 

Australian musician, active in numerous 

local bands, who maintained a long 

collaboration with singer-songwriter Ross 
Wilson.  

 

They started out as teenagers, with The 

Pink Finks and then formed the seminal, 
early '70s, Australian rock band Daddy 

Cool, for which Hannaford wrote several of 

the band’s songs.  

 

Hannaford's unique guitar stylings won 
wide praise from critics and his goofy 

stage presence, distinctive baritone voice and trademark 'helicopter' cap, made him 

a favourite with fans. He died from cancer at 66 years of age. 

 
Steve Crofts was a fine Sydney-based 

guitarist, who lost his battle with the 

genetically-inherited Huntington’s Disease 

recently.  

He co-wrote many songs including 'Love in 

Vain', which was included on Wayne Jury's 

Walking on Glass album. He performed 

alongside John Brewster (The Angels) and 

Alan Lancaster (Status Quo), when he was 
a member of The Bombers.   

He also played in bands with Bob Spencer, 

and one of his bands, Topaz, appeared on 

Countdown with a song called “Can't Break the Habit”.   

His wife, Christina Crofts, also a great performer, has included a song co-written with 

Steve, called “Breakaway”, on her newly released EP, Like We Used To Be. Saluting 

her musical and life partner, who died at just 60yo, we thank Christina for her 

attendance at the 2016 National Songwriting Awards. 

 

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ross_Wilson_(musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ross_Wilson_(musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pink_Finks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Pink_Finks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daddy_Cool_(band)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Daddy_Cool_(band)


 

 

Hugh McDonald played fiddle and guitar 

and was a mighty fine songwriter.  

He performed and recorded with many 
bands including The Bushwackers, but 

was best known for his role in Redgum, 

for which he wrote the Australian classic 

"The Diamantina Drover".  

In 2014, he released his fourth post-

Redgum solo album entitled The Land, 

which included "If It All Goes South", a 

tender heartfelt song written for his wife, 
pianist Rebecca Harris Mason, and 

"Shrodinger's Cat", a contemplative song about accepting the uncertainties of life.  

He lost his battle with cancer this year at just 62 years old, leaving behind 7 children 

and six grandchildren.  
 

Mick Fettes was the original singer and 

contributing songwriter of the progressive 

rock band Madder Lake, which had hits 

with ‘Goodbye Lollipop’, and follow-up 
albums Stillpoint and Butterfly Farm.   

 

Madder Lake was one of the first bands 

signed to Michael Gudinski’s Mushroom 
Records. Mick left Madder Lake in late 

1974 and formed Bandicoot, with now 

comedian Shane Bourne.  

 
He stopped performing in 2011, and passed away last month, aged just 65. 

 

Karl Brodie was a Scottish born alt-

Country musician who called Australia 

home.  

Recognised as one of Australia’s most 

unique and dynamic songwriters, Karl 

enjoyed international success with his hit 

single, Black Crow Callin’, and topped 
Americana charts. International 

publications praised Karl’s song 

craftsmanship and “sweetly cracked” vocal 

style.  

Karl was a Golden Guitar Nominee for Alt-Country Album of The Year, and had 

hundreds of co-writes.  

A creative soul who lived for music, Karl passed away aged 44 of pancreatic cancer. 

Farewell to all of these talented songwriters, and thanks for the music. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Bushwackers_%28band%29
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153913476176175&set=a.10151294140646175.1073741825.637631174&type=3
https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=10153913476176175&set=a.10151294140646175.1073741825.637631174&type=3


 

 

The Load Out 

Here it comes, The Guitar Tornado…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

About Us 
 

The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit, 

member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their 

art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing 

Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our 
accomplished members. 
 

Aims of the Association 
 

 To celebrate the art of songwriting; 
 

 To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters; 
 

 To provide information and general advice to members; 
 

 To create performance opportunities for members; 
 

 To aid the professional development of members; 
 

 To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information 
 

 To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;  
 

 To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional 

level; 
 

 To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National 

Songwriting Awards Night. 
 

 

 

History of the ASA 
 

The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch 

(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an 

organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.  
 

Today the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an 

established and respected role within the music industry.  
 

The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music. 
 

Contact Us 
  

Mail:   Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia 
 

Phone/Fax:  (02) 9516 4960 
 

Email:    asanationaloffice@asai.org.au 
 

Website:   www.asai.org.au 
 

Facebook:  www.facebook.com/asamusicians 

   www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation 
 

Youtube:  www.youtube.com/austsongwriters 
 

Patron:  Glenn A Baker 
 



 

 

Life Members: Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea, 

Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Brian Henderson 

Ward and Kieran Roberts. 
 

Directors: 
 

Denny Burgess  Chairman 
 

Alan Gilmour  Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content 
Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine 

 

Clare Burgess  Director and Secretary 
 

Gary Luck   Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Regional Co-Ordinators 
 

Wendy J Barnes Yarra Valley VIC  wendyb@asai.org.au 
 

Matt Sertori  Hobart TAS   matts@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Sydney NSW   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Garry Bagnell  Gold Coast QLD  garryb@asai.org.au 
 

Kerrie Garside  Central Coast NSW  kerrieg@asai.org.au 
 

Wendy J Ford  Northern Rivers NSW  wendyjf@asai.org.au 
 

Ewan James  Northern Rivers NSW  ewanj@asai.org.au 
 

Mike Cardy  Perth WA   mikec@asai.org.au 
 

Melinda J Wells Gympie QLD    melindajw@asai.org.au 
 

Lisa Sutton  Dalby QLD   lisas@asai.org.au 
 

Hugh Brown  Brisbane QLD   hughb@asai.org.au 
 

Angelo Pash  Adelaide SA   angelop@asai.org.au 
 

Trevor Shard  Melbourne VIC  trevors@asai.org.au 
 

Webmaster: 
 

Dean Mackin, F1 Internet Services, (0409 240 660) 
 

APRA/ASA Australian Songwriters of the Year 2016: 
 

    

Donna Dyson (QLD) and Damien Leith (NSW) 
 

Rudy Brandsma Award Winner 2016: 
 

    

Alex Tobin (NSW) 
 

PPCA Live Performance Award Winners 2016: 
 

Kristie James (NSW) and The Bounty Hunters (NSW) 
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Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame:  
 

2016: Andrew Farris and Michael Hutchence (INXS) 
 

2015: Johnny Young 
 

2014: Kate Ceberano 
 

2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet) 
 

2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)  
 

2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church) 
 

2010: Richard Clapton 
 

2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock) 
 

2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels) 
 

2007: Brian Cadd 
 

2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (LRB)  
 

2005: Russell Morris 
 

2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats) 
 

Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners 2016: 
 

Donna Dyson & Damien Leith (QLD & NSW) (Australia Category) 
 

Karen Guymer (VIC) (Ballad Category - Joint)  
 

David King & Jessica Allen (NSW) (Ballad Category - Joint) 
 

John Blok (VIC) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category) 
 

Kristy James (NSW) (Country Category) 
 

Tamsin Cantwell (VIC) (Folk/Acoustic Category) 
 

Terry Bennetts (WA) (Instrumental Category - Joint) 
 

Ray Saunders (VIC) (Instrumental Category – Joint) 
 

Michael McGee & Jeff Oxford (USA) (International Category) 
 

Glen Naylor (VIC) (Lyrics Category)  
 

Kelly Cork (QLD) (Open Category) 
 

Tony Murphy, Jennifer Matthews & Paul Harris (Rock/Indie – Joint) 
 

David Hinds & Lyn Hinds (NSW) (Rock/Indie Category - Joint) 
 

Jacques Gentil (VIC) (Spiritual Category) 
 

Anna Van Riel (NSW) (Songs For Children Category) 
 

Sophia Chesworth (NSW) (Youth Category) 
 

This publication is © 2017 by The Australian Songwriters Association Inc.,  

ABN 12 140 838 710, and may not be re-used without permission.  The 

views expressed in this magazine are the views of the writers and may not 
necessarily reflect the views of the ASA. The ASA acknowledges and thanks 

all sources from which information for this magazine was obtained. 


