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Chairmanôs Message 
 
Exciting times , everyone!  

 

Things are moving quickly regarding the National 

Songwriting Competition 2017. Judging is nearing 

completion, with the Top 30 announcements coming 

up very soon.   

 

The standard of s ongs this year is again unbel ievably 

great, and it must be so hard for the judges to come 

up with the w inners.  However, our adjudicators are 

some of the best and most respected people in the 

music industry. Thatôs what makes even getting in to 

the Top 10 so prestigious.  Donôt forget that the Top 10 

in every genre will be announced at the National 

Awards Evening on Wednesday 22 November 2017.  

 

The venue this year, Canterbury -Hurlstone Park RSL, 

is one of the best in the country. The sound and lights alone are superb, and I for 

one , am ex cited at the prospect of the  ASA holding our Awards Night at a location 

that is dedicated to the presentation of live music.  It will be HUGE, and o ur Special 

Guest Christine Anu will be worth the price of admission alone. The night will be a 

sell -out for  sure, so get your booking in early. Donôt miss out.  

 

Meanwhile, whet your appetite with the ASA October 2017 eNewsletter, put together 

as usual by Vice Chairman and Editor Alan Gilmour. There are s uper articles this 

month re Christine Anu and 2016 Songwri ters Of The Year, Donna  Dyson and 

Damien Leith.  

 

Remember, if you write songs you should be a member of the ASA. See you at the 

Wax Lyricals.  

 

Denny Burgess  

Chairman  
 

Editorôs Message  
 

Welcome to the October  2017 edition of The Australian Songwriter.  
 

In this  edition, we are pleased to profile Christine Anu,  the 2017 Speci al Guest Artist , 

at the forthcoming 2017 National Songwriting Awards. W e also have a n interview 

with 2016 Australia Category winners, Donna Dyson and Damien Leith ; an article on 

the 20 th  anniversary of the passing of 2016 Australian Songwriters Hall of Fame 

inductee, Michael Hutchence; as well as Mark Cawleyôs monthly songwriters blog.  
 

The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA mem bers and 

friends .  If you have anything that you would like to say about yourself, other 

songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, simply send your 

contribution via e mail to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au . 

 

Alan Gilmour ,  

Editor and Vice Chairman    
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2017 National Songwriting Awards Announcement  
 

 
With the judging of the 2017 Australian  Songwriting Contest nearing completion , itôs 

time to turn our attention to the 2017  National Songwriting Awards .  

 

The 2017 National Songwriting Awards will be held on 22 November 2017 , at 6.30 

pm for a 7.00 pm start,  at Sydneyôs Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club , 20 -26 

Canterbury Road, (Cnr. Crinan Street), Hurlstone Park NSW 2193.  

 

You'll find free, secure car pa rking at the Northern Car Park,  located just off 

Canterbury Road , at the Wattle Lane intersection. Y ou will also find parking at the 

Crinan Street C arpark.  

 

The venue is conveniently located just 15 minutes from the Sydney CBD and Airport.  

 

The venue offers some of the b est facilities that we have experienced for lighting and 

sound quality. Seating in The Starlight Auditorium is limited to 450 people, so youôll 

need to get in quick.  

 

Details and tickets can be found  via this 

lin k:  https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national -songwriting -awards -2017 - tickets -

37265853170?aff=es2 .  If you are an ASA Member you receive a good discount on 

the ticket price, but please note, your family and friends have to pay the full price, 

and are not covered by your membership.   

 

Category winners will be  invited to perf orm on the night . The Lyrics Category winner 

will have their compos ition displayed in written form on the night.  

 

The following winners will also be announced:  

 

Songwriter of the Year  

Judged from the 1st place getters of each category. Separate entry is not required.  

Sponsored by APRA/AMCOS . Winner receives: $3,000 cash f or APRA and an Easys 

Trophy.  

 

Rudy Brandsma Award  

All entrants  who are ASA members  qualify for nomination to receive this great 

honour.  

Sponsored by Maton Guitars . Winner receives: Maton SRS60C worth $1899  

 

PPCA Live Performance Award  

Judged and sponsored by PPCA, for the best live performance at the National 

Songwriting Awards . Winner receives: $500 cash  

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-songwriting-awards-2017-tickets-37265853170?aff=es2
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/national-songwriting-awards-2017-tickets-37265853170?aff=es2
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Christine Anu: 2017 Special Guest Artist  

 
Australian indigenous singer/songwriter, Christine Anu , will be the Special Guest 

Artist at the 2017 National S ongwriting Awards, to be held in Sydney on 22 

November 2017.  

 

Christine will be interviewed on stage by music journalist, Bernie Howitt , and will 

perform two of her best -known songs.  

 

She will also be awarded the inaugural ASA Indigenous Songwriting Award .   

 
Christine,  born 15 March 1970  in Cairns QLD to a Torres Strait mother , gained 

popularity with the release of her song, My Island Home . She has been nominated 

for seventeen  ARIA Awards .  

 

Christine  began performing as a dancer , and later went on to sing back -up vocals for 

The Rainmakers, which included  Neil Murray  of the  Warumpi Band . Her first 

recording was in 1993 with Last Train , a dance remake of a  Paul Kelly  song. The 

follow -up, Monkey and  the Turtle , was based on a traditional story. After My Island 

Home , she released her first album,  Stylin' Up , which went  platinum .  

In 1995, Neil Murray won an  Australasian Performing Right Association  songwriting 

award for writing My Island Home . Christin e won an  ARIA Award  for best female 

recording artist , as well as a  Deadly Sounds National Aboriginal & Islander Music 

Awards  Award in 1996 , for best female artist.  

Baz Luhrmann  asked her to sing on the song Now Until the Break of Day , on 

his  Something for Everybody  album. It was released as a single , and the video then 

won another ARIA award , and led to her being cast in  Moulin Rouge! .  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Island_Home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ARIA_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neil_Murray_(Australian_musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Warumpi_Band
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Last_Train_(song)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paul_Kelly_(musician)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Island_Home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/My_Island_Home
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stylin%27_Up
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_recording_sales_certification
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Australasian_Performing_Right_Association
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ARIA_Music_Award
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deadly_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deadly_Awards
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Baz_Luhrmann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Now_Until_the_Break_of_Day
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Something_for_Everybody_(Baz_Luhrmann_album)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moulin_Rouge!
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In January 1998, Christine  teamed up with  Archie Roach , Paul Kelly , Judith 

Durham , Renee Geyer , Kutcha Edwards  and Tiddas and formed Sin gers for the Red 

Black and Gold . Together, they released a cover of Yil Lull . 

In 20 00, Christine  released  Come My Way , which peaked at number 18 on the ARIA 

albums chart , and went gold.  In 2000 , she sang the song My Isla nd Home  at 

the  Sydney 2000 Olympics Closing Ceremony.   

In November 2003, she  released her third studio album,  45 Degrees . 

In 2007, she  toured a children's show , and released an associate album 

titled  Chrissy's Island Family . The al bum gained an  ARIA Award  nomination.  

On 26 September 2010, she relea sed a new digital only single, Come Home . 

On 7 November 2014, Christine  released a  Christmas  album, titled  Island Christmas .  

Christine has also had an acting and television  career. She appeared in  Dating the 

Enemy , a 1996 Australian film starring  Guy Pearce  and  Claudia Karvan . She then 

appeared in an Australian production of the stage musical  Litt le Shop of Horrors  in 

the same year.  

Christineôs stage career developed with a starring role in the original Australian 

production of  Rent  in 1998 and 1999. She  was offered a  role in a Broadway 

production of this musical , but had to decline due to commitments in recording her 

second album. Her links with Baz Luhrmann led to him offering her a part in  Moulin 

Rouge! . In 2003, she appeared as Kali in  The Matrix Reloaded , and played the 

character on the video game , Enter the Matrix .  

In 2004, she became a judge on  Popstars Live , a television quest broadcast on 

the  Seven Network  at 6.30 pm on Sunday night in Australia , along the lines 

of  Australian Idol . The program failed to achieve a similar level  of success, leading 

network executives to pressure the judges to offer harsher criticism o f the 

contestants. Christine  refused to offer harsher criticism, leading to her resignation as 

a judge in April 2004. In a statement issued on her departure, she sai d: "I chose to 

play a positive role model and wanted to encourage these young people in their 

endeavours, rather than criticise them. Although leaving  Popstars Live  was a difficult 

decision for me to make, I do feel somewhat relieved that I can now focus o n my 

music."   

In 2009 , she  participated in  Who Do You Think You Are . She appeared again on 

television in 2012, in the Australian sci - fi television series  Outland , about a gay sci - fi 

fan club. She plays wheelchair , using Rae, the sole female member of the group.  

In 2016,  Christine  was appointed as host of Evenings  702 ABC Sydney , 1233 ABC 

Newcastle , 666 ABC Canberra , and  ABC Local Radio  stations across New South 

Wales.  She took over from  Dominic Knight  who had hosted the program since 2012. 

In the first half of 2016 the program suffered a dip in the ratings after she began 

hosting.   

In December 2016, it w as annou nced that Christine would  no longer host Evenings 

on  702 ABC Sydney , but would  instead present a national Evenings program on 

Fridays and Saturdays in 2017.  
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2017 Austral ian Songwriting Contest Announcement  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first round of contest judging is now complete, and the short - listed 

entrants are in the process of  receiving their notifications.  

 

The second round of judging is about to start, and will determine the Top 30 

Category placings. The final round of judging will then determine the Top 10 

Category placings and the Category winners.  

 

Entries have been judged in the following  13 individual songwriting categories:  

 

¶ Australia     Ballad  

¶ Contemporary Pop/Dance   Country  

¶ Folk/Acoustic     Instrumental  

¶ International     Lyrics  

¶ Open      Rock/Indie  

¶ Songs for Children    Spiritual  

¶ Youth  

 

The Top 30 Category placings will appear on the ASA website and in the ASA 

magazine , within the next two weeks .  The Top 10 Category placi ngs, including the 

Category winners, will be announced at the National Songwriting Awards on 22 

November 2017.  

 

The ASA Directors will choose the 2017 APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year  from 

among the Category winners. The winner will be announced at the 2017  National 

Songwriting Awards.  

 

The ASA Directors will also choose the winner of the 2017 Rudy Brandsma Award  

from among the ASA members  present at the National Songwriting Awards, and 

whose songs meet the eligibility criteria for  songwriting excellence . St ay tuned!  

 

Sponsors of prizes and supporters of the organisation include APRA/AMCOS, PPCA, 

Hal Leonard, Noteflight, Maton Guitars, James North Productions, Australis/Ashton, 

MAXXDBXXX -Sonic Management, Syntec International, Grover Allman, Ausmidi, 

Band in a Box, YOYO Management, Fast Track Talent Showcases, Magesongs School 

of Songwriting, Q Music, Song Central, Australian Institute of Music (AIM), Black 

Pearl Studios, iDOCoach, Katie Hardyman Music, University of Griffith, MMS Retail, 

KIX Country Radio Net work , Wests Tigers Rugby League Ltd, Wests Ashfield Leagues 

Club, TrakVan, Rhythms Magazine, MusicNSW, Mackin Websites, Video Recordings 

Australia, Aerios Productions, Project TV and BDO.  
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The ASA uses up to 60 well -qualified people from the music industry  in a unique 

multi -tiered judging system in which each entrantôs identity is hidden. This precludes 

any tendency for the judgesô decisions to be influenced by any factors outside of the 

song itself.  

 

A very exciting feature of this yearôs Australian Songwriting Contest, is that , courtesy 

Hal Leonard and Noteflight,  EVERY SINGLE ENTRANT WILL RECEIVE A CODE FOR 3 

MONTHS FREE ACCESS TO NOTEFLIGHT!!! This is valued at $99.95, and regardless 

of results, every songwriter who puts a song in the competition will re ceive this 

benefit.  

 

Following the judging process, fir st place -getters are invited to perform at the ASA's 

gala National Songwriting Awards, which is an important fixture on the Music 

Industry Calendar.  The Lyrics Category winner is the only exception to this, but they 

will have their composition displayed in written form on the night.  

 

All first -place winners will receive  a 3 -year Noteflight Subscription (RRP $185) 

courtesy Hal Leonard and Noteflight.  

 

All first, second and thi rd place -getters will receiv e other prizes,  and all Top 10 

finalists  will be  recognised on stage at the Awards, as well as receiving a Certificate 

of Placing.  

 

All entrants  will have 3 free month ôs free access code for all Song Contest entrants, 

valued at $99.95 sponsored by Noteflig ht.  

 

APRA/ASA Songwriter of the Year  

 

Judged from the 1st place getters of each category. Separate entry is not required.  

 

Sponsored by APRA/AMCOS . Winner receives: $3,000 cash for APRA and an Easys 

Trophy.  

 

Rudy Brandsma Award  

 

All entrants  who are ASA me mbers  qualify for nomination to receive this great 

honour  for songwriting excellence . 

 

Sponsored by Maton Guitars . Winner receives: Maton SRS60C worth $1899 . 

 

PPCA Live Performance Award  

 

Judged at the National Songwriting Awards  by PPCA, for the best live  performance on 

the night .  

 

Sponsored by PPCA (The Phonographic Performance Company of Australia Limited). 

Winner receives: $500 cash . 
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Wax Lyrical Roundu p:  
 

ASA Regional Queensland 7 August 2017, Maryôs Commercial Hotel,  Dalby  

 
ASA Regional  QLD  25 September 2017, Maryôs Commercial Hotel, Dalby  
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ASA Newcastle NSW 14 August 2017 , Carrington Bowling Club  

 

 

ASA Northern Rivers NSW 24 July 2017, Lismore Workers Club  
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ASA Newcastle NSW 11 September 2017, Carrington Bowling Club  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


