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Chairman’s Message
Hey People,
Once again, the ASA National Office is abuzz with
Judges of the 2018 National Songwriting Competition
coming and going, music blaring out, as that special
‘exciting feeling’ grips the organisation. People are
running hither and thither, focused on putting all
arrangements in place, so that the 2018 Awards Night
can be the biggest and best yet.
This one is going to be a cracker, so make sure you
get your ticket requirements in early, as like last year,
it is certain to be a sell-out. Roll on Wednesday 31
October.
Entries have been whittled down to Short Lists
already, so it won’t be long until Top 30 listings are
posted. Watch out for them on the ASA Website.
Vice Chairman and Editor Alan Gilmour has put together an excellent eNewsletter
this September, including an excellent interview with our Country Category winner
for both 2016 and 2017, Kristy James. Kristy has also taken out the PPCA Live
Performance of the Night Award a couple of times as well. Don’t miss catching up on
it, and ensure you check out all the stories, photos and info included herein.
If you are a Songwriter, as well as being a Member of the ASA, you should register
with APRA, one of our Major Sponsors. They look after all songwriters, providing
information and royalty payments, etc.
See you at the Wax Lyricals, and the Awards, everybody.
Denny Burgess
Chairman

Editor’s Message
Welcome to the September 2018 edition of The Australian Songwriter.
In this edition, we feature interviews with our 2017 Country Category Co-winner,
Kristy James; our 2017 International Category winner, Anirban Banerjee and our
2017 Australia Category winner, Melvyn Moll, along with Mark Cawley’s monthly
songwriting blog, plus all the usual stuff.
The Australian Songwriter welcomes written contributions from ASA members and
friends. If you have anything that you would like to say about yourself, other
songwriters/musicians/artists/new releases or upcoming events, simply send your
contribution via email to the Editor at alang@asai.org.au.
Alan Gilmour,
Editor and Vice Chairman

2018 Australian Songwriting Contest Short List

Short-Listed entrants have now been advised of their short-listing.
The Short-Listed entrants in the 2018 Australian Songwriting Contest have now been
advised by email. Congratulations to those who have been short-listed and thank
you to everyone who has entered this year’s contest.
The next round of judging is currently underway, and the Top 30 lists will go up on
the ASA website before the end of September 2018. The Top 10s will be announced
at the National Songwriting Awards on 31 October 2018.
The 2018 contest contains 13 individual songwriting categories:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Australia
Contemporary Pop/Dance
Folk/Acoustic
International
Open
Songs for Children
Youth

Ballad
Country
Instrumental
Lyrics
Rock/Indie
Spiritual

Prizes and trophies will be awarded to the winners of each category, as well
performance opportunities at the 2018 National Songwriting Awards.
The 2018 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriter of the Year will be chosen by the
ASA Board of Directors from the category winners. The 2018 winner will receive a
beautiful trophy plus a cheque for $3,000, courtesy of sponsors, APRA.
The ASA Board will also choose the winner of the 2018 Rudy Brandsma Award
For Songwriting Excellence from among all of the ASA members, present at The
National Songwriting Awards, who have submitted songs into the contest and who
have exhibited songwriting excellence in their song entries. The winner will receive a
beautiful Maton acoustic guitar, courtesy of sponsors, Maton Guitars.
Thank you to all the online entrants via the TrakVan and SongCentral entry
platforms.
As judging proceeds, the short-listed entrants will be advised if they are among the
Top 30 place-getters. The Top 10 entries in each category will be announced at the
National Songwriting Awards, to be held on 31 October 2018, at the Canterbury
Hurlstone Park RSL Club.

2018 National Songwriting Awards Notification

The 2018 National Songwriting Awards will be held on 31 October 2018 at
Canterbury Hurlstone Park RSL Club.
Tickets are now available on Eventbrite. Early-bird prices are $100 (plus booking
fee) until 14 September 2018. After that date, Members prices will be $120, and
non-Members are $140. Prices include a 3-course meal and drinks all night.
The ASA first used the Club venue in 2017, and we have been very impressed with
the staging, lighting and sound available in the venue.
The club is located on the corner of Canterbury Road and Crinan Streets at 20-26
Canterbury Rd, Hurlstone Park, 2193
It is conveniently located just 15 minutes from the CBD, Sydney Airport and Stadium
Australia. We also have five levels of security parking and public transport facilities
at the doorstep.
PARKING - You'll find free, secure car parking at the Northern Car Park - located
just off Canterbury Road at the Wattle Lane intersection. You will also find parking at
our Crinan Street Carpark.
BUS ROUTES
•
•
•

Bus #408 or #409 from the corner of Canterbury Rd and New Canterbury
Road, 50 metres from the club, to / from Burwood, Ashfield, Hurlstone Park
stations & Five Dock Shopping Centre.
Bus #445 to/from Canterbury Station including Balmain.
Bus #428 to/from Canterbury Station to City.

COURTESY BUS - The courtesy bus operates Wednesday to Sunday 4pm to 11pm
(11pm last round trip) & Tuesday 5pm - 8pm (8pm last round trip). Further details
call the Club on 9559 0000 or Charlie on 0408 437 749.
RAIL- Hurlstone Park and Canterbury railway stations are only a few minutes’ walk
away.

Kristy James: 2017 Co-Winner Of The Country Category

Kristy James was the co-winner of the Country Category in the 2017 Australian
Songwriting Contest, with her song, Take Me Down. Kristy was also the winner of the
Country Category in 2016.
We caught up with Kristy for a chat on the night of the awards presentation.
ASA: Welcome Kristy, you were the winner of the Country Category last year, as
well?
Kristy: Yes, I was. I was very lucky, so to get a call two years in a row, I thought it
was a prank.
ASA: So, what has happened in the life of Kristy James between 2016 and 2017?
Kristy: Actually, a lot, and a lot is literally happening today. We have just
announced a record deal today, with Social Family Records, which we are really
excited about, and I also have a new EP coming out in 2018, and we have changed
my whole brand and image.
I recorded my new EP at home, and I produced it with my husband, and nearly got a
divorce. No, not really, but, yes, a lot has happened since last year awards. I am
very happy and very excited for the future.
ASA: So, what is your new image?

Kristy: What I have been working on really hard, is connecting with the public a
little more. I am a very personal person. I write music and I put all my feelings into
that, but then I put my music on the world wide web where I don’t offer a lot of
myself, so what I have been looking at is who I am as a person and how I can show
those people that support me who I really am.
Because I am a bit older now as well, I have sort of tidied up my act, and worked on
a new image. So, it’s a more sleeker, and raw look. Ironically, Raw is the title of my
new EP, and it’s me just getting back to who I am and being able to share that with
people.
ASA: How are you going to do that? Is it through social media?
Kristy: Absolutely. Social media is the main platform. I think we all kind of work on
that these days. I work a lot at connecting with people who support me on social
media, so we will continue to do that, and also connect through my music as well.
I try to grow as a writer and put a lot of me and personal stuff into writing.
I am not someone who gets inspired by, say a tree and such like, and I have to have
true meaningful stuff to write about. So, I will continue to do that through my
writing.
ASA: Tell us about the new EP, what songs can we expect on that?
Kristy: I have got six song on the new EP. One of them was sourced from Nashville.
I really liked the song. it’s not something I do often. I like to write my own, but this
one, called “Push”, is just a song that really spoke to me and my style of music.
I have another three I have written by myself, and the other two have been cowritten, one was with Damien Leith, who was the overall winner last year, and that
writing partnership was actually born from meeting him here at the awards night.
So, next year maybe I will enter our song into the contest. The other one was
written with a talented writer, Matt Scullion, who does really well with his writing.
We got together to write some more stuff, some personal and some about other
people’s journey yet stills speaks to us in a way that we can connect with it, at the
end of the day if you can make somebody feel what you write then that’s all you can
hope to achieve.
ASA: How did you find it writing with Damien?
Kristy: I think Damien is fantastically talented. I can’t remember how old I was
when he won Idol, but I remember thinking then how talented he was, and I met
him one year when we were doing Carols by Candlelight in my local area.
I met him again last year, and I reached out to him on Facebook and said hey, I met
you last year and would you like to write with me and he said absolutely.
I found him very genuine and very quick and very good at his craft, he can knock
songs out faster than I can eat my breakfast, I think.

Photo: The 2017 Country Category Top Ten presentation. Left to Right: Host,
Emma Dykes, Kylie Ryan, Sophia Chesworth, Kristy James, Presenter Justin
Thomson, Chris Murphy, Presenter David Rogerson and Host.
ASA: Yes, very talented and a beautiful voice, do you think you will ask him to sing
some of your songs or maybe a duet?
Kristy: That would be nice, but he is just so busy with what he does, so I haven’t
even considered asking, maybe we could do something on the next record.
ASA: When the EP comes out are you going to tour in support of it.
Kristy: Yes, we will, the first single comes out in February 2018 when we decide
which song it will be, then another in May and then the EP in June so we will
organise a tour around that. I am tossing up what sort of shows to do, maybe mix it
up between band and acoustic.
ASA: All the best with it all Kristy, it’s been lovely talking to you.

Wax Lyrical Roundup:
ASA Sunshine Coast QLD, 2 August 2018, Sunnys @ Moffatt Beach

ASA Yarra Valley VIC, 19 July 2018, Cunningham’s Hotel, Yarra Junction.

ASA Northern Rivers NSW, 23 July 2018, Gollan Hotel, Lismore NSW

ASA Central Coast NSW, 16 July 2018, Magenta Shores Golf & Country Club

ASA Gold Coast QLD, 12 July 2018, Dust Temple, Currumbin.

ASA Cairns & Tablelands QLD, 7 August 2018, Smithfield Tavern Cairns

ASA Canberra ACT, 19 August 2018, The Irish Club

ASA Dalby QLD, 27 August 2018, Russell Tavern, Dalby.

ASA Northern Rivers NSW, 27 August 2018, Gollan Hotel, Lismore NSW

ASA Newcastle NSW, 13 August 2018, Carrington Bowling Club

Anirban Banerjee: 2017 Winner Of The International Category
Anirban Banerjee was the 2017
winner of the International Category
of
the
Australian
Songwriting
Contest. We had a chat with him
about his winning song, “Deep
Down”, and a lot more.
ASA:
Welcome Anirban, you are
back in the winner’s seat again! You
are the winner this year of the
International Category and I can only
recall a couple of other Aussies doing
that over time. How does that make
you feel?
Anirban: I was absolutely thrilled
when I got the phone call with the
good news. I was told there had
been a lot of submissions from places
like Canada, the US and Denmark, so
I am really thrilled that Australia
made it to the top.
ASA: Can you tell us a bit about
your winning song?
Anirban: It’s called Deep Down and
it features a very talented X-Factor
artist, Mary Ann Vanderhost.
It has a contemporary pop feel song with a classic edge. It’s a song about a woman’s
passion for her man and its revealing her strong feelings which she has been hiding
deep down, so that’s where the song title comes in. Basically, it’s a song that can
give women confidence to make the first move. It’s a fun song and I am so glad it
made it to the top.
ASA: You are a prolific songwriter, Anirban. I was listening to a lot of your songs in
the contest and in past contests as well. How did you become so prolific?
Anirban: Thank you so much for the compliment. I just try to tune into my feelings.
I don’t force things. It happens naturally. It just enters my head. I get a feeling that
todays the day I will write something, so I stay close to my keyboard.
Because I don’t perform, I try to think and work out what would work for a female
artist and what would work for a male. Then I focus on the concept of the song. I
am a fan of having that commercial radio flavor, because all my past releases have
been played on commercial, community and rap radio, so at the start of the song, I
start composing in a way that it has that commercial edge.

ASA: In your songwriting, do you sit at your keyboard or does it all just happen in
your head?
Anirban: It all just comes in unannounced, so to speak. Sometimes, when I’m
driving and at a traffic light a melody comes into my head, I’m scrambling for my
mobile phone to record the raw melody. It can come when I am not expecting it. I
can wake up in the morning with a feeling that something is going to happen, and I
just let it download through me. I’m amazed how these things happen.
ASA: So, what’s next for you? Do you choose an artist to sing your song, do you go
into the studio? How does the process all come about?
Anirban: When I get the melody sorted and have my home recorded demo, I look
for the best artist I can find for that collaboration and pitch my song to a number of
artists. For this song, it was an ideal collaboration. It was a three city one. The
singer was from Melbourne, the producer was from Sydney and I am from Canberra.
Initially, when I got the song finished, I emailed it to the producer and we had a chat
about who would best fit for this song and decided Mary Anne would be ideal.
She performed the song in the US, the Philippines, South Korea and New Zealand, so
she is international in the real sense. So, it’s no wonder we got the international
category. We contacted her, and she came on board. When the stars align, things
happen.
ASA: You are writing and recording a lot. Where would you like to go with your
music?
Anirban: I am pretty much open to a few directions I would like to go, of course. I
would like a major artist to perform my songs, also a publishing deal would be nice.
ASA comes in very handy, so thank you very much. It keeps me motivated to keep
doing what I am doing. Not being a performer, I thought it was a disadvantage, but
from what I am finding out through my experiences, it’s an advantage, because it
allows me to have a flexible range of who I choose to perform my songs. So, it’s
broad spectrum, and I’m not pigeon-holed in what I write.
ASA: Where would you like to be in ten years’ time?
Anirban: I would like to do this on a full-time basis, I would be happy to give up my
day job; and if I continue to get breaks and endorsement from ASA it goes toward
one day maybe I will get to do it full time.
ASA: Thanks for coming in for a chat and good luck for the future.

Sponsors Profiles:
1. Major Sponsor: Wests Ashfield Leagues Club

Thanks to major sponsor, the Wests Ashfield Club.
A premier entertainment and dining venue, and home of Wests Tigers and Wests
Magpies Rugby League teams, Wests Ashfield is an excellent place to visit in
Sydney’s inner west.
Not only supporting a host of local sporting and youth-related activities, the Club lifts
itself above the rest by also being a “Patron of the Arts”, as demonstrated by its
incredible ongoing sponsorship of the ASA.
All music lovers are encouraged to return the favour by becoming a member of
Wests Ashfield, and at very least, indulging yourself by enjoying some of the culinary
delights the Club has on offer.
Join or renew your membership to take advantage of these great offers:
$3 – 1 Year
$13 – 5 Years Includes Bonus $10 in Dining Points
$23 – 10 Years Includes Bonus $20 in Dining Points
As a member, you will receive the following benefits:
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪
▪

Membership to both Wests Ashfield Leagues and Wests Sports Club Croydon
Discounted food and beverage benefits
Free undercover parking
Complimentary courtesy bus
Reward points each time you swipe your card at one of our Reward Terminals
Reward points each time you use your card for purchases within the club
Invitations to special events and promotions (conditions apply)
A discount on ‘Members day out’ events
Birthday Rewards
To become a Member, please visit the friendly Reception staff, and complete an
application form. Ensure you bring one form of documentation confirming your
residential address e.g. Driver’s license, Passport, Pension card, Utility account or
Rates notice.
Alternatively, you can commence the sign-up process online. To finalise your
membership, you will be required to visit Reception to verify your ID, have your
photo taken and to collect your Membership Card.

2. Major Sponsor: APRA AMCOS
Thanks
also
to
major
sponsor, APRA/AMCOS, for
sponsoring, and presenting,
the APRA ASA Songwriter of
the Year Award, at the 2016
National
Songwriting
Awards.
APRA AMCOS generously
provides prize money of
$3,000 to the winner/s,
which last year, was Steve
Montgomery.

If you write music, you should become a member of APRA AMCOS. It’s free to join,
and once you do, APRA AMCOS can help you make money from your music. Become
part of a collective community of 100,000 songwriters!
3. Maton Guitars
Maton Guitars have been sponsors of The
Rudy Brandsma Award for many, many
years.
Each year, Maton provides one of their
beautiful acoustic guitars as the prize for
the award.
This year, the prize will be a Solid Road
Series (SRS) acoustic/electric guitar, valued
at $1,899.
The new Maton SRS series of guitars is the culmination of years of development by
Maton’s senior luthiers and production designers. The Solid Road Series features
Tasmanian Blackwood or Queensland Maple back and sides, A Grade Sitka Spruce
Top, Scalloped Bracing, Queensland Maple Neck, Rosewood Fingerboard and Bridge.
The AP5 Pro Pickup System comes as standard, ensuring you have the very best in
acoustic guitar pick up technology at your fingertips.
Maton also produces a wide range of electric guitars and folk instruments, so if
you’re looking for the best in Australian made instruments, you can’t go past Maton.
To view the full range of Maton musical instruments, visit the Maton website at
www.maton.com.au. Maton products are available at all good music stores around
Australia.

4. Kix Country
If you’re a country music fan, The KIX
Country radio network is the one for you.
Broadcasting throughout Regional Australia,
KIX gives you an exceptional music choice
that you can listen to at work, at home, or
heading down the highway. So, keep it
country and turn on to KIX.
For more information, go to www.kixcountry.com.au.
5. QMusic
QMusic is Queensland's music industry
development association and has been
transforming music industry careers since
1995.
Best known internationally for our signature event, BIGSOUND, QMusic also offers
an extensive and free professional development program throughout Queensland,
and a grants program funded by Arts Queensland.
QMusic also stages the annual Queensland Music Awards to celebrate everything
that makes Queensland music great. QMusic works closely with government at all
levels, to ensure a thriving Australian music industry, and sustains partnerships with
corporate and philanthropic partners who want to support the future of Australian
music.
6. Rhythms Magazine
Rhythms Magazine is Australia’s
national roots music magazine.

only

2017 will see Rhythms celebrate 25 years,
covering over 280 editions and what is
shaping up to be its biggest year yet.
Equally respected and revered by both
Musicians and Music fans Rhythms has been
published continuously since April 1992,
making it one of Australia’s longest running
music publications. Rhythms covers Blues,
Rock, Americana, Folk, Country, soul, R&B,
jazz and world music - and most points in
between. Each edition features in depth
interviews, and contributions by artists as
well as boasting some of the best music
writers
in
the
world.
www.rhythms.com.au.

7. Hal Leonard Australia
Hal Leonard Australia is part of the Hal
Leonard Corporation, which is known
internationally as the world leader in the
print music industry.
Hal Leonard Australia sells some of the
best-known music from some of the best
known Australian and International artists.
www.halleonard.com.au.
8. Vocal Arts Studios
Established in 2003, VAS is Melbourne's
Award Singing, Music and Entertainment
School and the only Australian Partners of
The Institute of Contemporary Music
Performance in Europe as well as leading
trainers for Rockschool in Australia.
All Levels and Ages from Beginners to
Professionals; Children, Teens and Adults
The studio is held in high regard across the Music and Entertainment Industries as
being the place to be trained with realistic and honest feedback to take you to the
next level. www.vocalartstudios.com. (03) 9994 8066.
9. Black Pearl Studios

famous Abby Road.

Black Pearl Studios offers its clients a
truly unique recording experience in a
state-of-the-art environment. The studio
was designed with the help of world-class
theoretical acousticians and environmental
sound specialists and constructed in
Melbourne by qualified Victorian builders.
The project was completed in January 2012,
and since has steadily carved a reputation
as a studio of the highest calibre, with a
gear list that would attract the envy of the

The fully equipped turnkey recording studio boasts two large acoustically designed
studio rooms, providing clients with an exceptional creative space and a chance to
record with an unrivalled collection of top quality gear. The services available include
live recording, mixing and production, with access to on-site services including the
legendary Black Pearl mobile studio van.
Black Pearl Studios
9/21 Capella Crescent, Moorabbin, VIC, 3189
Contact: (03) 9939 7209; 0417 356 026
Website: www.blackpearlstudios.com.au

Melvyn Moll: 2017 Winner Of The Australia Category

Melvyn Moll was the winner of the Australia Category in the 2017 Australian
Songwriting Contest, with his song, Rain. We caught up with him for a chat prior to
the National Songwriting Awards ceremony.
ASA: Welcome, Melvyn. Tell us about your song, Rain.
Melvyn: That all came about after a disastrous harvest that we had back in 2000,
where everything was ready to harvest, and a sudden deluge wiped it out. And then,
we didn’t get another drop of rain for another four months, which meant we couldn’t
even prepare for the next year. That’s how the song came about.
ASA: So, it’s a hardship story?
Melvyn: It is to a degree, but I like to think it has a bit of an Australian sort of
comedy angle to it as well, especially when it was written on the tractor going
around and around in circles.
ASA: It sounds like you can write pretty much anywhere, even on the tractor?
Melvyn: Not so much the tractor anymore, but when I am driving around working,
you never know what’s going to pop into your head.
ASA: So, you are a country boy then?
Melvyn: I am, although I have lived in the city, but I couldn’t wait to get out of it. I
am generally a country boy.

ASA: And you obviously love the country life?
Melvyn: I do love it, not so much the coastal country, but out in the centre, and I
like travelling as long as it’s as far away from traffic as possible.
ASA: In terms of your songwriting, do you mainly write country songs?
Melvyn: Yes, pretty much country. I never really been in to other genres much. It’s
been mainly country since I was knee high to a grasshopper.
ASA: What else have you written that’s country themed?
Melvyn: In the early nineties, I had a couple of songs recorded, then I had a break
from anything to do with music when I started farming. Now that we have sold the
farm, I am starting to get back into it again. I tend to find some of the old farming
experiences are turning into music now.
ASA: What sort of themes has farming given you to write about?
Melvyn: Mostly weather hardships. The farm generally revolves around weather and
the land. Being a country songwriter, and a fan of country music artists such as
George Jones, you also get the love songs and the breakup songs along the way.
ASA: It’s always a great theme to fall back on somebody doing somebody wrong?
Melvyn: There is a lot of them out there.
ASA: Rain is also a big theme in country music, because it determines success or
failure. I believe you have also had some success with that song at TSA.
Melvyn: It was a finalist in the traditional category last year, which was a bit of a
buzz, never having been there before, to be in the semi-finals was great.
ASA: So how does it feel to have a song come out at number one in a songwriting
contest?
Melvyn: It’s just a totally unbelievable feeling, the excitement really gets to you,
especially when it’s a contest as big as this one is. You’re no longer in the smaller
festival type contests, something as big as this is like a huge feather in the cap.
ASA: Now that you are no longer farming what do you intend to do with your music
and writing? Are you going to try and record and write more, maybe even try and
get some air play?
Melvyn: I am hoping to. I am in the process of organising to do a farming and nonlove theme album, so I am in the process of planning that. I have about thirty demos
at the moment of what will go on it. Hopefully, something will come of that, you
never know. These days getting air play or not is a big gamble, but all you can do is
get out there and give it a go.
ASA: Thanks for chatting with us, Melvyn.

Members News and Information
1. Songwriters Meeting Point
Perth WA lyricist, Patrick McMurray, is
looking to pursue musical collaboration
with like-minded composers. Patrick can
be
contacted
at
Patrick@patrickmcmurray.com.
ASA member, Donna Hotz, is a lyricist
who is seeking a composer to help
create songs from her lyrics. If you can
help,
please
contact
Donna
on
donna_hotz@hotmail.com.
Sydney songwriter, Bob Brown is
looking for a co-writer. His musical likes
are “ballads/ country/ country rock/ guitar instrumental, but I'm open to whatever
project.” “I've been in the Top 30 of ASA but never cracked it further in.” Bob has
sent us some recordings which we are happy to pass on to anyone who is interested.
Bob can be contacted on hbmarvin@gmail.com.
ASA member, Tony Bogan is a lyricist, who is looking to team up with a
musician/composer, to put music to his words.
Tony writes: “I have a collection of around 40 song lyrics I have written of varying
ideas or themes (not boring love songs either) and I really want to team up with
some good musos/composers ASAP.”
Tony can be contacted on 0488 443 155 and tonydb71@gmail.com.
ASA Member, Liz Connolly, is a vocalist, lyricist and songwriter, looking for a Gold
Coast or Northern NSW based songwriting partner who can help write/co-write
guitar/piano accompaniments to her songs. Liz has half a dozen songs in a variety
of styles (pop, rock, folk, ballads), that she has completed or semi-completed using
electronic songwriting tools. In 2014, her song "Don't be Afraid" was short listed for
the ASA song writing competition Contemporary Pop/Dance Category but didn’t
progress any further. Liz can be contacted at lizconnollymusic@gmail.com or
0409345133.
Willy57 is a lyricist who is looking for someone to write melodies to his lyrics. If you
are interested, Willy can be contacted at willy57@optusnet.com.au.
Spencer Kelly writes “I've been writing songs for years but it's only in the past 6
years that I've been getting Stacy Hogan at Writers Paradise studio to produce them.
Have been on the lookout for a great co-writer / lyricist as I tend to get a bit tired of
my own lyrics - I've got a lot of great backing tracks/melodies I've written and
demo'd (100+), but haven't developed further, so if you know of a good writer who
might be interested, I can be contacted at spencerwho@yahoo.com.
Looking for somebody? Contact us on alang@asai.org.au.

2. Dear Members and Song Contest Entrants
We have a few tasty offerings for you in the lead up
to this year’s Song Contest, which will open at the
end of March (and be advertised on our website
Homepage then).
In the meantime, be sure to take advantage of a
FREE 3 Months access to the wonderful online
songwriting tool, Noteflight.
Use this link:
https://www.noteflight.com/commerce/purchase_m
onthly?url_coupon_code=3monthasa

3. World’s Largest Electric Guitar Ensemble Attempt Successful
The Australian attempt to break the
Guinness World Record for the largest
number
of
guitarists
simultaneously
playing the same song, at the same place,
was held on 12 August 2018 at Chatswood
NSW and was successful.
A total of 457 guitarists were on hand to
play the song, 'Highway to Hell', to break
the previous record. Congratulations guys!
4. APRA AMCOS Strikes Licensing Deal With Facebook
Songwriters will now be remunerated for
the use of their music copyrights on
Facebook,
Instagram,
Oculus
and
Messenger, thanks to a landmark deal
with APRA AMCOS. The agreement sees
the licensing of millions of songs from
APRA AMCOS’s 100,000 Australian, New
Zealand and International members.
“We are delighted to be working with
Facebook to ensure the creative content of our members and affiliates, that is used
on the platform, is fairly remunerated” said APRA AMCOS Chief Executive, Dean
Ormston.
Dean said that the deal will provide peace of mind when it comes to compensation
for music rights holders.

5. New Hit for ASA Member, Melissa Robertson
Melissa’s song, Red Head at Heart, has
rocketed to No 2 on the Australian Country
Tracks Top 40 Chart awarding Melissa
Robertson a chart-topping hit.
To date her song has spent six weeks in
the Top 5 of The Australian Country Tracks
Chart. This single has been pre-released to
radio across Australia and internationally
before her September album launch, ‘Little
Country Life’.
The album featuring twelve all original
tracks is being produced by Simon Johnson, an award-winning producer who has
worked with many leading country stars such as Troy Cassar-Daley and Beccy Cole.
Melissa’s previous single, ‘He’s a Writer of Songs’, written about multi Golden Guitar
winner, Luke O’Shea, also hit the Top 10 on the Australian Country Tracks Chart and
won her two Brumby Awards in Tamworth earlier this year. Melissa has just come
back from Tamworth’s mid-year ‘Hats Off to Country’ festival performing at several
venues.
She is looking forward to her ‘Little Country Life’ album release in September and
begins her Tour later in 2018. Tour dates and locations will be available on her
website www.melrobertson.info. Melissa’s songs can be purchased on iTunes and
Google play and her albums through Sanity.
6. ASA Member, Robert McIntosh’s Lifeline Song
ASA member, Robert McIntosh, has written
a song with a Lifeline Australia volunteer
from Western Australia.
The song is called “13 11 14 You Are My
Lifeline”.
The song title references the emergency
phone number, 13 11 14, for Lifeline
Australia emergency services for crisis support and suicide prevention.
Lifeline Australia has placed the video of the
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bmBHDKLI_1Q.

song

on

YouTube

Robert says “I, of course, am over the moon and very proud of this effort”.
The song was produced by Stewart Peters and is sung by Robert McIntosh.

at

7. 2018 Grant McLennan Fellowship
Nominations are now open for the 2018 Grant McLennan Fellowship, jointly funded
by the Queensland Government through Arts Queensland and APRA AMCOS.
Founded in 2007 in honour of the late Queensland singer-songwriter and cofrontman of The Go-Betweens, Grant McLennan, the Fellowship is an incredible
chance for local songwriters to take their careers to a whole new level.
The prestigious $25,000 fellowship offers the recipient an opportunity to travel to
New York, London or Berlin for up to six months and use the experience of being
immersed in a foreign and vibrant musical culture to further develop their own
artistic skills.
These three cities were of special significance in Grant’s life, and for the last eleven
years have provided Queensland musicians with the same kinds of transformative
experiences that made his music so special.
The Fellowship will consist of an award of $25,000 to a Queensland based
contemporary songwriter or songwriting duo. The recipient/s will undertake a trip to
either London, Berlin or New York. The Fellowship has been designed to expose the
recipient/s to the full cultural life of one of these cities as a source of inspiration and
creativity.
The Grant McLennan Fellowship is delivered through a partnership with Arts
Queensland, APRA AMCOS (The Australasian Performing Right Association Australasian Mechanical Copyright-Owners Society) and QMusic.
All sections of the online application will need to be completed, addressing all
selection criteria and attaching all requested support material. Incomplete
applications will not be eligible for assessment. Applicants must only submit one
application in each round.
Applicants must:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reside in Queensland and be an Australian citizen or permanent resident
Be 21 years of age or older
Be a member of APRA AMCOS
Have satisfied the reporting requirements of any previous Arts Queensland
grants
Have an ABN
Only submit one application in each round (e.g. songwriting duos may not
also submit individual applications).

2018 Applications are open now and will close 17 September 2018.

ASA Members CD Releases

Above: Watling & Bates, Small Town Tales: Cathy Dobson, Tales From A
Suburban Housewife; Kristy James, Raw; Francesca de Valence, Own Self; Jim
Ottaway, Yesterday Passing; Sally-Anne Whitten, Burgundy Street; Beverley,
Secret Strength; Chris Fisher, Singin’ For Change; Melissa Robertson, Little
Country Life.

Above: Rick Hart, Let Me In; Lucy Pace, Country Fever; Andrea Robertson,
Remind Myself; Lisa Sutton, Fallen Angel; Garry Bagnell, A Finer Line; Alex
Tobin, Waiting; Lloyd Back, Travelling With You; Stephen Keily and Roxanne
Keily, Busy Issy and Friends; The Kate Lush Band, Let It Fly.
Below: Emma Dykes, Pay It Forward; Vanessa Delaine, Wild & Free; Lynn
Hazelton, The Cook’s Daughter; Becci Nethery, Beautiful Life; Lloyd Clarke, I’ll
Sing You A Song; The Genre Benders (Hugh Brown), Alive And Alone; Taylor
Pfeiffer, Take Her; The Long & The Short Of It, Requested Favourites; Kalesti
Butler, Airborne; Andrew Barker, Life’s Little Steps; Kylie Ryan, Dream Chaser.

Above: Sandy Louise, The Other Side; Billy Bridge, Stories Through Time; Skii
Harvey, Standing For A Fall; Julia Starr, Roller Coaster Blues Band; Mike Lusk,
Leap Of Faith (featuring 12 songs written by ASA member, John Blok); Sharon
Heaslip, A Thousand Different Pictures; Renee Jonas, Renee Jonas; Tony
Kennelly, Hittin’ The Wall; Keri McInerney, The Best of Keri McInerney;
Francesca de Valence, Own Self; Chris Fisher, Singin’ For Change; Kristy
James, Overdrive; CJ Turner, Back From The Ashes; Peter Salata, Destination
Unknown; Rachel Summerell, No Secrets.
Below: Jim Williams, Click Bait; Kerrie Garside, Made It To Tamworth; Renee
McAlpin, So Much More; Kathy Coleman, Because Of You; Pete Hawkes, Eastern
Swing; Galliano Sommavilla, Welcome To My Side Of The World; Claude
Poffandi, Inspirations; Sleeping Babys (Stacie Richardson), Resistor.

Above: Christina Crofts, Midnight Train; Stewart Peters, Keep On Running;
Steve Wade, Tempted; Michael Meeking & The Lost Souls, Saturday Night
Sunday Morning; Fabulous Lemon Drops (Dez and Vanessa Staunton);
Everything’s Gone Green; David Harrison, Ten Thousand Faces; Carmel Charlton,
Whispers On The Wind; John Hollywood, Frozen Memories; Beautifully Mad
(Tony King), Spin; Tyller Fischer, The Battle Inside; The Jiggidy (Steve
Kermode), Roots of Evil; Vanessa Lea and Road Train, Cause and Effect.
Below: Manjia Luo, Autumn Spectacle; Chris Turner, CJ Goes To Boyup Brook;
Jim Ottaway, Deep Space Blue; Melissa Robertson, My Heart’s On Fire; Jasper
Shelton Hollis (songs by Lola Brinton), The Devil’s Garden; Lost Song Project
(Christopher Mustica), Nashville Sessions; Tom Anderson, Rags and Classics;
Anna Van Riel, Cooking Up A Storm; and George Begbie, What Have I Done?

Mark Cawley’s Monthly Songwriting Blog

I Give Up
I posted awhile back on Facebook that I was giving up Twitter and LinkedIn. Since I
coach songwriters every day and a social media presence is something I push, the
response to my post was really interesting. Some asked if that was OK for them as
songwriters to not use every outlet available, but the surprise to me was the volume
of people who have been doing the same thing including the ones who did it but felt
guilty. I even got a message through Facebook from someone who told me how
much they hate all social media and quit it long ago. I did kinda wonder how they
read my post…
Pick One
I read everything I can on the subject as well as talking to friends in the media
business because it’s vital for my coaching business. I have to connect with writers,
share articles, blogs and connections to build an audience. But, the best advice I’ve
received is to pick one and learn it well. If you find Facebook for instance is where
you’re getting the most traction, then by all means stick with it. If you’re a
songwriter/artist you probably have a separate page for this and that’s a great idea
too.
Study the analytics on Facebook especially if you do boosted posts to promote your
music to see how effective they are. You can find out a bunch this way. Facebook
gives you access to a ton of songwriting groups and these are a great way to
interact, get feedback and support, maybe find co-writers and feel like a part of a
community. Out of all the outlets I still feel this is the best one for songwriters.

For Example
Take one of my clients, Mick Evans from the UK. Mick is an award-winning lyricist,
has a great website, regularly posts new lyrics and co-writes. Last week he got an
email from an artist who was a finalist on The Voice UK looking to co-write and had
seen one of Mick’s lyrics in a Facebook songwriting group. Mick also heard from a
filmmaker in Canada working on a project with Bruce Springsteen’s wife, Patti. The
filmmaker had seen Mick’s lyrics on Facebook and has connected him to the film
project.
Goodbye To You
I know it’s a balance between should I worry about getting my song ripped off verses
wanting to be heard, but I’m of the school of explore every avenue for your music.
Not everyone is gonna be effective for you. I dropped Twitter because I felt I just
wasn’t using it regularly. Not to mention I don’t think I’m interesting enough to
warrant every day usage. LinkedIn is another story. Great for what it’s designed for,
business professionals but I didn’t see the value for me and rather than feel like I
have to use these two outlets I dropped them to focus my time and energy on the
ones that work best for me. Snapchat and Pinterest are two more I’ve tried and fell
off over time, not my audience.
Instagram is one I like for many reasons. Seems a little kinder and gentler these
days, less political ranting due to the shorter posts and the emphasis on photos. I
don’t use it every day, but I do find lots of music folks on it. Maybe podcasts are
your thing, 26 percent of Americans listen to podcasts monthly. YouTube can also be
huge for you if you’re looking for exposure for your music.
Why You Need 'Em
I see songwriters and artists talk about how they don’t use social media, we’ve all
seen the backlash from time to time, (think John Mayer ) but more and more I hear
labels and publishers including those in Nashville talk about how they look hard at a
songwriter and artists social media presence. Maybe even found them that way. It’s
pretty attractive to these powers that be to see you building an audience and a
network on your own. Can make their job a little easier.
At least for me as a songwriter and entrepreneur, social media is a use it or lose it
deal.
Mark Cawley
Nashville, Tennessee
4 August 2018

The Load Out

Official Sponsors of the Australian Songwriting Contest

About Us
The Australian Songwriters Association Inc. is a national, not-for-profit,
member organization, dedicated to the support of songwriters and their
art, by providing avenues for encouragement and education of developing
Australian songwriters, and recognition and promotion of our
accomplished members.

Aims of the Association
•

To celebrate the art of songwriting;

•

To assist and encourage developing Australian songwriters;

•

To provide information and general advice to members;

•

To create performance opportunities for members;

•

To aid the professional development of members;

•

To enable members to meet and/or exchange ideas and information

•

To facilitate member transition into the established music industry;

•

To facilitate delivery of member services at a National, State and Regional
level;

•

To salute our best songwriters at major industry events such as our National
Songwriting Awards Night.

History of the ASA
The Association was founded in Melbourne VIC in August 1979 by the late Tom Louch
(1932-2009) and the late Rudy Brandsma (1944-1983), who saw the need for an
organisation that would bring Australian songwriters together.
Today, the Association has a vibrant membership Australia-wide and enjoys an
established and respected role within the music industry.
The ASA’s membership is diverse and embraces and explores all genres of music.

Contact Us
Mail:

Locked Bag 18/178 Newtown NSW 2042 Australia

Phone/Fax:

(02) 9516 4960

Email:

asanationaloffice@asai.org.au

Website:

www.asai.org.au

Facebook:

www.facebook.com/asamusicians
www.facebook.com/australiansongwritersassociation

Youtube:

www.youtube.com/austsongwriters

Patron:

Glenn A Baker

Life Members:

Tom Louch, Rudy Brandsma, Russell Zimmer, Dominic Crea,
Marie Murphy, Colleen Zulian, Alex Bialocki, Rob Fairbairn,
Brian Henderson Ward and Kieran Roberts.

Directors:
Denny Burgess

Chairman

Alan Gilmour

Vice Chairman, Public Officer, Financial Officer, Online Content
Manager and Editor of The Australian Songwriter Magazine

Clare Burgess

Director, Chief Executive Officer and Secretary

Gary Luck

Director and Manager of Regional Co-Ordinators

Regional Co-Ordinators
Ana Key

Canberra ACT

anak@asai.org.au

Angelo Pash

Adelaide SA

angelop@asai.org.au

Chris Fisher

Northern Rivers NSW

chrisf@asai.org.au

Garry Bagnell

Gold Coast QLD

garryb@asai.org.au

Hugh Brown

Brisbane QLD

hughb@asai.org.au

Jack Sim

Mid North Coast NSW

jacks@asai.org.au

Jo Dunning

Blue Mountains NSW

jod@asai.org.au

Julia Marr

Cairns & Tablelands QLD

juliam@asai.org.au

Kerrie Garside

Sunshine Coast QLD

kerrieg@asai.org.au

Lisa Sutton

Dalby QLD

lisas@asai.org.au

Maria Harkins

Gippsland VIC

mariah@asai.org.au

Matt Sertori

Hobart TAS

matts@asai.org.au

Melinda J Wells

Wide Bay Burnett QLD

melindajw@asai.org.au

Mike Cardy

Perth WA

mikec@asai.org.au

Paul Vella

Central Coast NSW

paulv@asai.org.au

Russell Neale

Sydney NSW

russelln@asai.org.au

Sandy Bennett

Newcastle NSW

sandyb@asai.org.au

Trevor Shard

Melbourne VIC

trevors@asai.org.au

Wendy J Barnes

Yarra Valley VIC

wendyb@asai.org.au

Wendy J Ford

Northern Rivers NSW

wendyjf@asai.org.au
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2017 APRA/ASA Australian Songwriter of the Year
Steve Montgomery (NSW)

2017 Rudy Brandsma Award Winner
Samantha Mooney (QLD)

2017 PPCA Live Performance Award Winner
Kristy James (NSW)

Australian Songwriters Hall Of Fame:
2017: Vikki Thorn, Donna Simpson & Josh Cunningham (The Waifs)
2016: Andrew Farris and Michael Hutchence (INXS)
2015: Johnny Young
2014: Kate Ceberano
2013: Garth Porter (Sherbet)
2012: Don Walker (Cold Chisel)
2011: Steve Kilbey (The Church)
2010: Richard Clapton
2009: Ross Wilson (Daddy Cool, Mondo Rock)
2008: Doc Neeson, John Brewster & Rick Brewster (The Angels)
2007: Brian Cadd
2006: Glenn Shorrock, Beeb Birtles & Graeham Goble (Little River Band)
2005: Russell Morris
2004: Harry Vanda, George Young & Stevie Wright (The Easybeats)

Lifetime Achievement Award
2017: Christine Anu, for her work as a Songwriter in the Music Industry for First
Nations Peoples

2017 Australian Songwriting Contest Award Winners:
Melvyn Moll (NSW) (Australia Category)
Jason Greenwood (VIC) (Ballad Category)
Tyller Fischer (VIC) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category - Joint)
Steve Montgomery (NSW) (Contemporary Pop/Dance Category - Joint)
Kristy James (NSW) (Country Category - Joint)
Chris Murphy (WA) (Country Category - Joint)
Abbey Slattery (VIC) (Folk/Acoustic Category)
Calvin Welch, Robert Shannon, Veren Grigorov & Thomas Wade (NSW) (Instrumental
Category)
Anirban Banerjee (ACT) (International Category)
Steve, Tony, Tim, Joan & Mike Montgomery & Colin Roberts (NSW) (Lyrics Category)
Faye Trebilceaux (QLD) (Open Category)
Tiffany Gow (NSW) (Rock/Indie Category)
Stephen Keily & Roxanne Keily (NSW) (Songs For Children Category)
Jacques Gentil (VIC) (Spiritual Category)
Lucy Parle (NSW) (Youth Category)

Australian Songwriters Of The Year & Rudy Brandsma Award Winners
The title of Songwriter/ Song of the Year was first awarded in 1980, following the
establishment of the ASA in late 1979. The Rudy Brandsma Award was first
awarded in 1983, following the passing of ASA co-founder, Rudy Brandsma.

2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
1996
1995
1994
1993
1992
1991
1990
1989
1988
1987
1986
1985
1984
1983
1982
1981
1980
1979

Songwriters Of The Year

Rudy Brandsma Award Winners

Steve Montgomery
Donna Dyson & Damien Leith
Karen Guymer
Rick Hart
Jacques Gentil
Andrew Winton
Brian Chapman
Kate Rowe
Tony King
Jason Campbell-Smith
Simon Shapiro
Emma Joleen
Michael Maher
Trish Delaney-Brown
Contest Not Held
Kyls Burtland
Helen Mottee
Andrew Horabin
Alf Tuohy
Kyls Burtland
Xanthe Littlemore
Mark Crocker
Rob Pippan
Danny Hooper & Steve Cole
Not Known
Not Known
Not Known
Ian Paulin
Steve Wade
Steve Wade
Not Known
Rob Stambulic
Ross Nicholson & John Coco
Not Known
Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell
Not Known
Not Known
Not Known
N/a Commenced in 1980

Samantha Mooney
Alex Tobin
George Begbie
Robert McIntosh
Dani Karis
Melia & Nerida Naughton
Katie Hardyman
Karen Guymer
Kate Lush
Jo-Kelly Stephenson
Brenda-Lee Heathcote
Daniel Arvidson
K’Crasher
Callee Mann
Contest Not Held
Sara Downs
Keith Armitage
Tomino Speciale
Mike Kidd
Not Known
Michael Waugh
Felicity Hunt
Sharon Bothe
Nigel Foote
Billy Dettmer
John Cooney
Not Known
Jane Robertson
Not Known
Steve Wade
Not Known
Stu Storm
Steve Wade
Debbie Bignell & Tony Stark
Chris Lamech & Debbie Bignell
N/a Commenced in 1983
N/a Commenced in 1983
N/a Commenced in 1983
N/a Commenced in 1983
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